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XXVII, 



SAMUEL AND DAVID. 

TO declare the end from the begin- 
ning is folelf the prerogative of infinite 
wifdom. In the commencement of 
Saul's reign, he was renowned for cou- 
rage, juftice, and mercy — ^in its pro^ 
grefs, he proved to be a facrilegious ty- 
rant, and a rebel againft God. Samuel 
mourns for him, who was too obdurate 
to mourn for himfelf. The defeftion of 
Saul brings tears into the eyes of the 
aged prophet. Had one Ipark of am- 
bition lurked in his heart, he had re- 
joiced at the mifconduft of his rival — 
but his heart was the feat of nobler paf-^ 
Vol. II. B fions. 



i SX'MtJEl. AND DAVID, 

fions. It grieves him to fee the plant fo 

foon -withered, which he had raifed to 
fuch diftinguilhed honour in the garden 
of Ifrael. He weeps, and he retires to 
Ramah — ^he will no longer be a witnefs 
of enormities, which he can neither pre- 
vent nor remedy. He will not counte- 
nance that man with his prefence, on 
whom he fees God to frown. 

The Almighty does not blame this 
forrow, but modemtes it. ^* How long 

*' wilt thou mourn for Saul ?" Thofe 
tears, which flow juftly for his fin, mull 
ceafe, becaufe of his rcjeftion. A good 
heart relies on the juftice of God*s de- 
-<!rees, and' forgets all earthly prcpoflcf- 
fions, while it has refpeft to Heaven* 
God will not bereave his children of a 
king, but will beftow on them one more 
worthy. Virtue and fovereignty (hall 
be united— Jehovah himfelffliall rule 
by the miniftry of his chofen fervant, 
Happy are the people, who are in fuch 

a cafe — 



SAMI/SK. ANO DAVID. ^ 

a cafe— yea, biefled are the people, who 
have the Lord for their Goo. 

The prophet receives a commifTion 
to repair to Bethlehem. He carries with 
him, not a fceptre, in token of domi- 
nion, but the holy oil, to indicate di- 
vine confecration. He is direfted to the 
houfe of Jeffe, the defcendant of Ruth 
the Moabitefs. Her faidi and piety made 
her worthy to beconie the parent of kings. 
The retributions of God are ever boun- 
tifiil, and exceed our utmofl defervings. 
The juft man walketh in his integrity— 
his children are biefled after him. 

The policy is not unlawful, which e- 
kides the fufpicion of a jealous tyrant^ 
Samuel takes an heifer with him for fa- 
orifice. There was no place, no time, 
wherein it was not fit for the defcendant 
of Aaron to offer peace-otFerings unto 
God — but when a king was to be a- 
nointed, it was an aft, not merely of de- 
votion, but of neceflity. The authority, 

B 2 which 



4 SAMUEL AND DAVID. 

which is derived from God, muft be 
confecrated by public folemnities— every 
impbrcanc aftion requires a facrifice to 
tlefs' it, much more that, on which de- 
pends the welfare of a Church, and na- 
tion. 

The elders of Bethlehem conjeftured, 
not without reafon, that matters of high- 
eft import had drawn the prophet from 
his retirement. They feared, left fome 
root of wickednefs, Ipringing up amongft 
them, had given occafion for the arrival 
of this unexpefted gueft. They wel- 
come him with trembling, not on his 
account, but their own. " Comeft 
*' thou peaceably ?'' It is a good thing 
to revere the meffengers of God, and 
to expeft their admonitions with awe. 
The elders rejoice to hear of no other 
errand than a facrifice — they haften to 
prepare themfelves for the pious folem- 
nity. We muft not prefume to facrifice' 
unto GoD^ if we are not fanftified. Un- 

repented 
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repented fin, lurking in the heart, ren- 
ders our devotions ineflfedtual — and the 
prayer of the hypocrite is abomination,. 
becaufe he profanes that which Ihould be 

holy. 

All die citizens fanftify themfelvcs r 

but Jefle and his fons are more elpecially 

finftificd by Samuel, Interefting as his 

«Tand was to all Ifrael, it was peculiarly 

fo to this diftinguiflied family. With what 

anxiety did Samuel look on the fons of 

Jefle, that he might fee the face of the 

man whom God had chofen ! And now, 

when the eldeft fon came forthy a youth 

whofe beauty was not inferior to that of 

Saul, he imagines the choice foon made> 

and the firft impulfe of his heart is to 

pour the confecrated oil on the head of 

Eliab. " Surely the Lord's anointed 

" is before him," The beft judgment 

is fubjeft to deceit — the holieft prophet 

falls into errour, if he waits not for the 

direftion of God. 

B 3 That 



6 SAMUEL AND DAVID. 

That which fhould hzvt forewarned 
Samuel, deceives him. He had feen 
thefe very hopes once fruftrated, and yet 
his eye fuggefts to him, that Eliab was 
appointed to rule. But what faith the 
anfwer of God unto him? " Look 
** not on his countenance, nor on the 
'* height of his ftaturc, becaufe I have 
" refufed him — few God feeth not as 
'• man feeth.^ The king whcwn He will 
chufe Ihall owe his advancement, not to 
hisperfon, but his heart. Seven fons of 
Jefle are prefented to the prophet— no 
one is omitted, whom their father 
thought worthy of honour. If Samuel 
or Jefle had chofen^ David had never 
been king — ^yet behold him fumnrwned 
from the fold, and by the choice of God 
deftincd to the throne ! Even a father's 
partiality could not fuggeft ought to 
Jefle, which might induce him to offer 
David as a candidate for honours — ^yet 
him hath God fixed on to rule* 

The 



. SAMTUEL AVtf DATTDV " 

The countenance of David was fair 

and ingenuous — but he was left with the 

flieq), while his brethren were at th< 

Acrffice. Modeft and fimple in his de- 

meanour^ he was judged unfit for roya 

dignity. The purport of this cohfecra- 

lion, though probably explained to Jefle 

was doubtlefs concealed from his chil 

drcn. They underftood not, or believcc 

not, what God would do with their bro 

then Theyfaw him endued with fpiri 

tual gifts, but knew not whither the] 

tended. David returns to his fheep 

and, in humble fubmiflion to the will o 

God, rcfigns himfelf to the dilpofition c 

thofe hands, which had chofen him— 

when fiiddenly a meflenger is fent fron 

Saul, to call him in all hafte to tha 

court, of which he fhould afterwards b 

matter. The occafion is from God, a 

well as the event. 

That the kingdom is departed fror 
Saul, is his leaft misfortune. The fpi 

B 4 r 



8 SAMUBL AND DAVID. 

lit of God departs alfo from hinv. His 
foul droops in melancholy deje£tion^ or 
raves with tumultuous frenzy. His 
courtiers have recourfe to an expedient^ 
innocent at leaft, if not fully efficacious^ 
to allay the tempeft of his paffions. They 
call in the affiftance of mufic — they fly 
for aid to the harp of the fon of Jefle. 

David, from the time of his confe- 
cration, had lived in the fame peaceful 
retirement as before — ^his only care, his 
only ambition was to promote the wel- 
fare of his flock. But the wifdom of 
God finds occafion to bring him on that 
theatre, where he was to Ihine with un- 
rivalled luflre. However he is neg- 
lefted by his brethren, the afts of his 
youthful prowefs againfl the tyrants of 
the defart are rehearfed — ^the fame of his 
virtues and accomplilhments is not bu- 
ried in obfcurity. That (kill, which 
had for its objeft no more than the inno- 
cent recreation of a paftoral life, fhall 

now 






SAMUBL AND DAVID* 9 

now introduce him into the prefence of 
his affliftcd fovercign. 

Doubtless the father of David noted 
thefe things, and pondered them in his 
heart. He could not but behold the 
wonderful interpofition of divine provi- 
dence, by which the youth, who was 
brought from the field to be anointed, 
was fummoned thence as unexpeftedly 
to the palace of Saul. Now he per- 
ceived, that God was preparing for the 
accomplifhment of His promife ; and 
he awaited the iffue in joyful expeftation. 
No fooner is David in the prefence of 
Saul, than he obtains the royal favour. 
The Giver of all graces has ordained, 
that even wicked men fhould honour 
the virtues which they will not imitate. 
The harp of David chafes away the me- 
lancholy of his lord — ^the pfalms which 
he fung to it foothe his frantic defpair. 
To this day their efficacy is undimi- 
niflied. Our hymns and fpiritual fongs 

are 
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are adverfe to the powers of darkn 
and rejoice the blefled angels of h 
ven, who fing their hallelujahs in t 
choir of glory. "It came topafs, wh» 
the evil fpirit was upon Saul> that Di 
vid took an harp^ and played wit 
his hand ; and Saul was re&efhed, ani 
was well, and the evil fpirit departcc 
from him/* 
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XXVII r. 
DAVID AND GOLIATH, 

THE harp of David has chafed the 

evil Ipirit from Saul — and the youth has 

^ain leifurt to retire to Bethlehem. 

The iplendour of a c6urt is lefs dear to 

him, than the folitudes- of the wilder- 

dernefs. A good heart frames itfelf to 

all conditions, and however outward cir- 

cumftances vary, is ftill the fame. 

Worldly minds rife without difficulty , 

but cannot defcend from their elevation 

with patience, or with fafety. . 

There he remains amidft his flocks, 
ttU God calls him into the field of bat- 
tle. Forty days had Goliath defied the 
armies of Ifrael. Where wajs the courage 

of 



12 DAVID AND GOUATH. 

of him^ who once flew his thoufands ?— of 
hinij who once indignantly afked^ 
" What aileth the people, that the^ 
** weep?"— of hini, whofe own gi- 
gantic ftature made him no unequal com- 
petitor to the Philiftine ? The Ipirit 
of God is the lpu"it of fcrtitude— of 
ibat Saul's difobcdience had deprived 
him — ^it was transferred, with the pro- 
phet's blefling^ to his rival. 

Scarcely has David faluted his bre-^ 
thren, when the proud champion fteps 
forward before his troops, and renews, 
his infolent challenge againfl Ifrael. Da- 
vid fees him — hears his defiance— and 
wonders that all faces turn pale at his 
approach. The youth is filled with 
fliame and amazement at the pufillani- 
mity of his countrymen — ^who,. while- 
they fly from Goliath, fpcak of the re- 
ward, which fliould be confequenton 
a vidtory they dare not undertake. Alas, 
how many, who yield tbemjelves an eafy 

prey 
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prey to their ipiritual adverfaries, can 
dcfcant on the glory refcrved in heaven 
ibr the faithful! 

Those difficulties^ which appal faint 
icarts, fcrve to animate an heroic mind. 
David is ready to encounter this mighty 
warriour, becaufe no one elfe dares be- 
hold him. While he hears the proud 
boaft of the challenger, his eyes fparkle 
with indignation, his heart beats with 
generous difdain. *^ Who is this un- 
'^ circumcifed Philiftine, that he (hould 
• ''defy the armies of the living God ?'* 

The envious heart of Eliab confiders 
this holy courage as a refleftion on him- 
felf. " Is it for thee, proud idle boy, 
" to interfere with affairs of war? Is 
yonder champion a fit antagonift for 
thee ? * What doft thou think of thy- 
*' felf, or of us ? Go to thy fheep, and 
'* look not in the face of Goliath. The 
*^ wildernefs becomes thee, and not the 
^ field ; unequal as thou art to any 

'* here. 
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14 DAVID AND GOLIATH. 

" hcrc^ iave only in arrogance and pre- 
*' fumption. The paftures of Bethle- 
** hem could not detain thc^e— thoo 
*^ muft come down to fee the battle. 
*' I know thy pride» and the naughti- 
" nefs of thine heart. Thb was thy 
" thought — Thert is n^ glory to be ^b^ 
" tained amdji the Jbnp-folds \ I i»iU 
feek it in arms. My iretbnn are win-- 
ning honour amidft tbe troops of Ifraelf 
while I am bafely tending my flocks. 
fVby Jhould not 1 endeavour to obtain 
diJlinHion^ as well as they ? This va- 
nity makes the ihepherd a ibldier, 
" and the foldier a champion ! Depart, 
** rafti ftripling, to thy crook, and to 
" thy harp— and leave fwords and fpears 
" for thofe, who know how to ufc 
« them!" 

David, e*er he engages in other con- 
flifts, firft overcomes himfelf, and then 
his brother — himfelf, in his patient for- 
bearance — ^his brother, in the mildnefs 

of 
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DAriD AKO GOLIATH. 1 5 

of his aniwer. ^ What have I now 
^dooe? Is there not a rau&?*' It 
was not tune to return railing for railing^ 
viien the iwords of the Philiftines were 
drawn, and Goliath was defying the ar- 
mics of liraeL Snrdy tim triumph was 
niK^re difficult and more ^orious than 
that which fi^wed. That man is fit to 
%ht the battles of the. Loro^ who has 
learned to be vidor over his paffions* 

Th£ fire of David's zeal is not to be 
thus extinguiihed. His courage, which 
meets with fcom at the hands of a bro- 
ther, finds applaufe amidft unprejudiced 
hearts. The rumour flies to the ears of 
the king, that a youth is found, who is 
defirous of encountering the Philiftine. 
David is brought into the prefence of 
Saul. Alas, that ungrateful prince has 
already fiDrgotten, not only his fervices, 
but his perfon! And now, when he 
beholds the young and ruddy fhepherd, 
and hears him offer to enter the lifts with 

Goliath, 
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Goliath, he receives him with a con- 
temptuous pity. '^ Thou art riot able to 
" go againft this Philiftine to fight with 
** him — ^for thou art but a youth, and he 
" is a man of war from his youth." 

All this cannot weaken that heart, 
which has received its ftrength from vir- 
tue. David muft juftify that courage to 
Saul, which he is eager to prove againft 
Goliath. He modeftly recites the paft 
tranfaftions of his life, in lupport of his 
more ambitious pretenfions, " Thy 
** fervant flew both the lion and the 
^* bear ; and this uncircumcifed Phi- 
*^ liftine flaall be as one of them, feeing 
" he hath defied the armies of the living 
" God." He knew, that the prefump- 
tion of Goliath would be the caufe of his 
deftruftion — ^he knew that holinefs was 
an invincible fliield to the faithful. He 
had already experienced the blefling of 
God's afliftance, and he relied on him 
for his contiuued favour. 

Resolution 
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Resolution thus grounded, makes 
tven Saul himfelf confident. David has 
both his confent and blefling. He comes 
to Saul as a Ihepherd— -he fhall go to- 
wards Golkth as a warriour. The king's 
own armour is not too rich for one, who 
fliall fight for his country. But what a- 
vails the iplendour of Saul's coat of mail, 
ifit is not adapted to David ? TIic ho- 
nour is only an incumbrance— danger 
would enfue, inftead of fecurity. The 
fen of Jefle declines the glittering bur- 
den ; his ftaff, his fcrip, his fling, five 
finooth ftones out of the brook, are fitter 
for his purpofe than royal panoply. A 
time fliall come, when David, invefted 
witfe all the honours of Saul, ftiall find 
Aem ftill a burden — heavy, but not 
to be relinquiftied, becaufe committed 
to him by Goo. If we envy the dignity 
of others, it is through ignorance of the 
suixious cares, by which that dignity is 
accompanied. Could we feel their 
Vol. II, C weight, 



1*8 DXVTD AliD GOLIATH. 

weight, even for a moment, we ftiould 
return to a lefs exalted ftation with joy 
and thankfulnefs. 

Goliath, armed with his fword, and 
Ihield, and fpear, advances into the field 
When David appears in the lifts wit! 
fuch an adverfary, the eyes of Ifrael anc 
of the Philiftines are fattened on him 
His countrymen behold him with anxi- 
ety, and compaflion. " Alas, is tha 
'' ftripling to contend againft {o might] 
** a f oe ? Is he fent unarmed to fUch ; 
•' a conteft ? Is the honour of Ifrael en 
^ trufted to fuch hands as thefe ?" Th 
Philiftines, efpecially their champion 
look on him with the utmoft fcorn zm 
infult, '* Am I a dog, that thou cornel 
^^ againft me with ftaves ? Come hi 
^* ther, and I will give thy flefh to th 
*' fowls of the heaven, and to the bcafl 
" of the field/' 

Presumption is both the prefagi 
and the caufe of ruin. An avenging Gor 

fa 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH. 1 9 

by the arm of Dayid, (hall bring to 
fiought the arrogance of the unbelievers; 
Goliath (hall learn too late, how formi- 
dable diat enemy is, who goeth forth in 
Acftrengthof the Lord God — ^who a- 
bidcth under the (hadow of the Al- 
mighty, David runs toward the Phi- 
fiftinc, and, full of the hopes of vidtory, 
dircfts the ftonc againft his vaft fore- 
head. God was not unmindful of his 
fenrant. He (hewed ftrength with his 
ami— He caft down the proud in the 
imagination of his heart. There lies the 
great defier of Ifrael, galping in the 
pangs of death, and biting the earth with 
fliame and indignation, that he falls by 
the hand of a (hepherd. So fhall all thine 
adverfaries pcrilh, O Lord! 

O THOU, who canft arm the weak 
againft the mighty, wherefore fhould we 
be afraid of man, that fhall die, and the 
foil of man, who fhall be as grafs, and 
forget thee, our refuge and ftrength, our 

C 2 prefent 
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prefent help in trouble ? Wherefore 
Ihould we fear in the day of adverfity, 
becaufe of the fury of the oppreflbr, as 
if he were ready to deftrpy ? Thou, even 
thou art He, that comforteth, defendeth, 
fighteth for us — and where is the fury of 
the oppreffori 

Thou turneft the face of the wicked 
againft themfelves — thou makeft thine 
enemies the inftruments of their own 
deftruftion. The fword of Goliath^ in 
the hand of David, avenges the honour 
of God, and brings viftory and glory to 
Ifrael. 

When the generations of men fled 
away in terrour from the powers of dark- 
nefs, thou, O Saviour, didfl: undertdcc 
our caufe alone — thou, O Son of Da- 
vid, by thy death deflroying death, 
didft overcome the enemy with his own 
weapons. Now is come falvation, and 
ftrength, and the kingdom of our God, 
-and the power of his Christ — ^he hath 

ranfomed 
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ranlbmcd us — ^he hath delivered us from 
the grave. He is gone^nto heaven^ and 
is on the right hand of God — angels^ and 
authorities^ and powers toeing made fub- 
jcft unto him. 
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THE DEATH OF SAUL. 

WHAT a flxiking difference c 
behold in the fate of individuals, : 
nations, as it pleaTes the divine jull 
profper, or to punifti ! When the 
liftines fet themfelvcs in array a 
God, a ftripUng can be the occal 
their difcomfiture — when they fig 
Lord's battles, by arming againfl 
legious tyranny, the prelence of a p 
ful monarch, or even of the ark 
gives no fecurity to Ifrael. Then 
Lord breaketh in pieces the ftaff 
ungodly, and the fceptre of the : 
The man, who fmote the peoj 
■wrath with a continual ftroke, tl 

p 



THl DEATH Ot SAlIt. 2^ 

preflbr, >ivho ruled the nations in anger^ 
isperfecuted, and none hindereth." 

The prediftion of Endor had ahnofl: 
flain Saul before the battle* He had for- 
fiken the Lord — he had held commu- 
nion with demons— he had received his 
laft morfel at the hand of a forccrefs — 
and now neceffity draws him into that 
f^Viy where he fees nothing but death 
and deljpair. The prophecy of the coun- 
terfeit Samuel funk into the heart of the 
apoftate monarch. Thofe fatal words 
iiave already ftricken him to the ground. 
Hcexpe6ts>in horrour and confternation> 
the doom, which, however denounced, 
he is too confcious of having deferved. 
While the mind is uncertain of fuccefs,. 
it relieves itfelf by the probability of 
good — even in lefs promifing circum- 
ftances, there is feme mixture of hope. 
Thus far the fpirit of a man may fuftain 
his infirmities ; but a wounded fpirit who 
can bear ? Not a ray of light penetrates 

C 4 through. 
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through the ^oom — the waters over- 
whelm the defpairing fuflferer, and the 
ftream goeth over his fouL The wages 
of fin is death; while the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

It is probable^ that the fannc moment 
faw David vidtorious over the Ama- 
lekites, and Saul defeated by the Phi*- 
liftines. David confulted with God> 
and prevailed-^aul with the powers of 
darknefs, and perifhed. The efFeft is 
proportionate to its caufe — the end cor- 
re{ponds with the means which led to it. 
" I call heaven and earth to record a- 
" gainft you," faith the voice of Gon, 
*' that I have fet before you life and 
'^ death, blefling and curfing.. Have I 
" any pleafure at all ia the death of him 
" that dieth ?" 

The flaughter of Saul and of his fons 
did not take place in the commencement 
of this tragedy— thefe fad events were re- 

ferved 
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ftrvcdfbritsawfol dofe. Firft, the people 
iff and fall down wounded on Mount 
Gilboa — ^next, the fons of Saul are num- 
bered widi the flain. Death knows no 
partial diftinftions— even Jonathan him- 
felf is involved in the common deftruc- 
tion. If valour, if holinefe, if fincerity of 
Heart could have averted the fatal blow, 
Jonathan would have furvived — the Ion 
of Saul would have lived, to Ihare in the 
profperity of the fon of Jefle — to rejoice 
in his pofleiTion of a throne, to which 
himfelf made no pretcnfions, the rival of 
David only in friendfhip and in virtue. 
God willed it otherwife — ^he had brighter 
rewards in (lore for that illuftrious youth 
than an earthly diadem. The arrows of 
the Philiftines difmifs the royal Jona- 
than to a more exceeding weight of glory 
than that which he relinquiflied to the 
brother of his love* 

Meanwhile the milerable Saul be- 
holds his legions fcattered, his children 

lifelefs. 
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fifirlds, biscacirics tnazuphant, hisi! 
Doar pio ft ija m oc duft. Wounded 
bodf9 ^ud dc^perace in mind, he (! 
nodiifig bclbrt him hoc agony i 
death — and no«r, defikutc <rf' all ho 
he requcfis diat blow at die hand of 
armour-bearer, which his indignant ( 
rst diidwied m rccdve from a Phi 
tine. He afks, but he is denied— 
entreaty, no extremity can move 
arm of that £uthfbl lervant agsunft 
lord. Had the unhappy monarch {hi 
ned the reality of fin, as carefully as 
appearance of dllhonour, his fun 1 
never fet in blood — he had neither li\ 
nor died a murderer. 

What a faithful fervam: rcfufes 
execute, his own ralh harui ftiall 
complifh. Wicked men regard 
cenfure of the world more than 
peril of their Own fouls. What if $ 
^^d died by the hand of a Philifti: 
^^^Hkhan his fon did fo— and yet he < 

'I 
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with glory. The carnal heart fixes an 
Kfea of fhamc to what is in itfelf cither 
innocent or indifferent ; and for the fake 
of idle popularity fcruples not to commit 
^ons prejudicial to dearer and better 
intcrcfts. 

Now is the blood of the innocent 
priefts, and the meditated flaughter of 
David, required at the hands of the ty- 
rant. From the beginning of his defec- 
tion, to this lad aft of violence, he was 
an enemy to himfclf and to his God. 
His death correfponds with his life — 
his own arm pays him the reward of all 
his wickednefs. 

As yet his Ipirit lingers, and fecms rc- 
luftant to depart from its earthly aflbci- 
ate. His armour- bearer has more fuc- 
ccfsfoUy imitated the defpcrate aft of his 
lord, and is no more. Saul yet breathes, 
and drinks to the dregs the cup of fury. 
Chance brings an Amalekite to the fcenc 
of his fufferings— and he, who had been 

once 
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once called and anointed by Goo^ the 
pride and hope of Ifracl> the terrour of 
their enemies^ the conqueror of Am- 
mon, Amalek^ and PhilifHa,, receives 
his laft blow at his own in>paiIioned 
requcft, from a wayfaring ftranger. 
<' Knoweft thou not this of old» fince man 
was placed upon earth, that the triumph* 
ing of the wicked is ihort^ and the joy 
of the hypocrite is but for a moment ? 
Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens^ and his head reach unto the 
clouds, yet he Ihall fly away as a dream, 
and ihall not be found— he ihall be 
chafed away as a vifion of the nights 
The eye alfo which faw him ihall fee him 
no more, neither fhall his place any more 
behold him* He fhall flee from the iron 
weapon, and the bow of fleel ihall ilrike 
him through. It is drawn,, and cometh 
out of his body, yea, the glittering fword 
pafleth through his heart. Terrours are 
upon him. The heavens fhall reveal 

his. 
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I Ihs iniquity, and the earth (hall rife up 
jigaioft him. This is the portion of a 
wicked man from God, and the heritage 
■ appointed him by the Almighty/' 

Common rumour had already fixed 

on David as the anointed heir to the 

kingdom of Ifrael — to be the firft bearer 

of news fo grateful as the death of Saul — 

to lay the enfigns of royalty at the feet of 

Ws fucceflbr — to be entided to the re- 

"ward, not merely of a meffenger of glad 

tidings, but of one whofe hand, in de- 

ftroying a tyrant, had done good fervice 

to the ftate — ^what fplendid pro(pefts for 

an Amalekite! " I am the man, to 

** whom David owes his kingdom — I 

^* am the author of his deliverance and 

" of his happinefs.*' A mind wherein 

fclf-love rules with abfolute dominion, 

is unable to comprehend the emotions of 

a generous heart. 

How was this alien difappointed of 
his hopes, when he finds his tidings the 

occafion 
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occafion of fafting, and weeping, and 
mourning ! when that voice, half ftiflcd 
with tears, calls him to account for mur- ^ 
der, inftead of acknowleging his merits ! 
Doubtlels the ftranger pleaded for him- 
felf with fair and plaufible arguments. 
Alas, Saul was already fallen upon 
his own Ipear — it was mercy to fhoF- 
ten his fufFerings-^his importunate 
prayers moved me to haften his ap- 
proach to the gates of death. Had I 
*' ftricken him as an enemy, I had pcTr 
** haps deferved thy cenfure— -but the 
" blow was that of a friend. Why am I 
*^ regarded with horrour for obeying the 
^' voice of a king? for perfecting what 
*' himfelf had begun, but could not fl- 
^' nifli ? If neither his own wound, nor 
*' mine, had difpatched him, the Phi- 
" liftincs were at hand, ready to do that 
^' with infult, which I did in favour. 
" Had not my arm anticipated theirs, 
*^ where had been the crown of Ifrael, 

" which 
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" yftich I have, prcfented to thee ? I 
"could have delivered it to Achifh, 
"king of the Philiftines^ and have 
" been rewarded with honour. Let me 
" not die for an aft well meant to thee, 
" however unkindly mifinterpreted !" 
But all theie excufes avail not to his deli- 
verance. ^^ Thy blood be upon thine 
* own head— -for thy mouth hath tefti- 
" fied againft thee^ faying, I have flain 
^ the Lord's anointed. Every drop pf 
TQfdl blood is facred, and he who fheds 
itisaccurfedofGoD and man. Of how 
difitrenta fpiritfrom this of David, are 
Aofc men, who fuborn the death of 
princes, and juftify the atrocious aft, 
and celebrate and canonize their mur- 
derers ! " O my foul, come not thou into 
their fccret — ^into their aflembly, mine 
honour, be not thou united I" 
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NATHAN AND DAVID. 

WITH what terrour and amazement, 
O God, do we contemplate the tranf- 
gr^ffion of thine anointed fervant ? What 
an univerfal example doth his fin, and 
his repentance afford to mankind ? What 
an awful, inftruftive leflbn, that we 
fhould never be led aftray by prefump- 
tion, or defpair ? Both are excluded, 
by the crime, and by the contrition of 
David. When we lee fo great a faint 
thus fallen, thus rifen, we cannot but be 
fenfible of our own infirmities, and the 
tranfcendent mercy of our God. 

Now the king of Ifrael is in undif- 
turbed poflfeflion of his dear-bought 

fpoufe. 
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The brave and faithful Uriah lives no 
longer. The fplendonr of royalty has 
ibon dried up the tears of his perfidious 
widow. But the jufl and holy God will 
flotfaffer His name to be thtis profaned 
among his people — he will not have oc- 
cafion given to his enemies to blalpheme, 
widiout feverely punifhing the offender. 
As that offender is more dear to him, 
the fin becomes more heinous, more ag- 
gravated. David, who has been loft in 
a lethargy of guilt, Ihall be fuddenly a- 
wakened by the terrours of the Lord. 

If any luperiority of condition could 
have afforded a privilege from fin, the 
^gels had not tranfgreffed in heaven, 
nor Adam in Paradife, nor David on 
the throne of Ifrael. Yet, alas, what 
language can palliate crimes of fo 
deep a dye, or plead in excufe for the in- 
fenfibility which followed? Though 
fomc tranfient remorfe might have af- 
fcfted his foul, we hear of no effeSlual re- 
VoL, II. D pentance. 
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pentance^ till a fiutbful monitor is fen 
by divine appointnient, to call the de 
kided monarch from the errour of h 
ways. Perhaps, had the precious ball 
been longer withholdcn, David's wretche 
impenitence would have been protraftec 
But blefled be the wifdom and mercy < 
God, who out of evil can produce gooi 
who can bring light itielf out of darl 
nefs ! This one iin (hall be the mear 
of jM^ venting millions. How man 
would have fallen, in a vain reliance o 
their own ftrength, if David had not oj 
fended ? How many would have bee 
defperate in the confcioufnefs of the 
own weaknefs, if David had not receive 
afiurances of pardon ? 

While Nathan complains of the cnx 
rich man, who had forcibly taken awa 
the only lamb of his poor neigfibou: 
David eagerly liftens to the ftory. Wit 
a rigour, which no laws could juftifj 
he pronounces fentence againft the ol 

fendei 
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fader. Here was no murder— no adul- 
Wy— yet the blood of the im^g^ary 
tpm mud atone for his unfeeling cru- 
€%. Little did the king fuppofe, that 
Ae had uttered thefe menaces againft 
lumfelC We have open ears to the 
crimes of others — ^we are deaf and in- 
fenfible to our own — in the one cafe> ri- 
gorous judges ; in the other, obfequious 
parafites. 

The life of doftrine is in the applica^ 
im. When the prophet brmgs the 
word home to the bofom of David, he 
cannot but be fcnfibly affcfted, *^ Thou 
^ ART THE MAN.'* Though David be 
* kiiig, he Ihall hear of his faults — GoD*s 
nieflages are always impartial. To rc-^ 
gard greatneis on thefe occalions is trea- 
cherous flatter/. The amba0ador$ of 
Christ mnft be gentle in tht fornii but, 
i^ the »kj//^ of reproof, refohite. They 
^fethe heralds of the King of Heaven-— 
^ty proclaim his will to mankind*— 
" Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael/' 

D a Th£ 
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The heart of David is not able to with-, 
ftand the mcffage of God. Confounded,, 
and felf-condemned, he cries out, in the. 
bitternefs of a contrite heart, " I have 
*' finned againft the Lord !" The word 
was (hort, but earneft and paffioaate — it 
came from the bottom of a penitent 
foul. God cares not for ftudied phrafes, 
but fincerity. and alFeffcion — the deepeft 
forrow is not that which is loudefl: oa* 
moft loquacious. 

The firft ftep towards repentance is 
the confeflion of guilt. " I have ac- 

knowleged my fin unto thee, O my 

God, and mine unrighteoufnefs have I 
'^ not hid." No fooner doth David lay 
to the prophet, " I have finned againft 
*' the Lord", than he receives the com* 
fortable affurance, " The Lord hath 
" put away thy fin.'* He that covereth 
his tranfg eflions fhall not profper, but 
he that confeflcth and forfaketh them 

fl 

fliall have mercy. Who would not ac- 

cufe 
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cufe hrmjelfy to be acquitted by God ? 
Who would not declare his fin to the 
Searcher of hearts, to be relieved from 
that anguifh of fpirit, which it is death 
to conceal ? If we have offended, why 
fliould we hefitate to perform that duty, 
which fhall at once give glory to our 
Maker, and bring confolatioa to our 
ibuls? 

David had (worn, in a zeal for jus- 
tice, that the rich oppreflbr, for taking 
kis poor neighbour's lamb, fhould die 
the death. God is more favourable to 
David, than to judge him out of his own 
mouth. « Thou flialt not die." O 
*ie wonders of redeeming love ! The 
ktter of the law demanded eye for eye, 
^th for tooth, blood for blood — but 
(as if a penitent confeffion had dilpenfed 
^ith the rigour of juftice) God faith, 
" Thou Jhalt not die." David was the 
voice of the law^ awarding death unto 
fin—Nathan was the voice of the gojpely 

D 3 awarding 
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awarding life unto repentance. ^ Come 
•' untome>" faith the Saviour of man- 
kind, " all ye that labour,, and are heav^^ 
•^ laden, and I will give you reft.. Take 
" my yoke upon you, and learn of mc— ^ 
" my yoke is eafy,^ and my burden is 
^« light/' 

David himfelf (haU not die for his- 
tranfgreffion — but he (hall be deprived oiT 
the fon of his adultery — the fword fhall 
not depart from his houfe — he fhall ex- 
perience ingratitude and difaflfeftioA 
from his friends and from his children-^ 
he Ihall affdrd an example to future ages„ 
that God can grant abfolution,, and yet 
referve his full right to inflift temporal 
punilhment, for fin. Where he has for- 
given, he may yet chaflife — he does not 
forbear prefent correftion, though he re* 
mits the future tremendous fentence- 
While he fmites us not for our offences 
ias an angry Judge, we may endure to 
fmart at the wiU of a loving Father. 

Yet 
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Tet even this infiiftion David deprcr 
eates with tears. The child is Tick— the 
parent Ms> andprays^ andweepSj and 
lies all night upon the earthy and is deaf 
to the voiceof comfort. He mourns — ^he 
ibcs, that llie monument of his fin, and 
die record of his fhame, fpr whom he 
ftill entertained all the fbndeft fcntiments 
of afifeftion, might even yet be preferved 
to him.. No doubt his grief was aggra- 
vated by the thought, that God, to 
daftifethe ^ilty father, was about to 
deprive him of his innocent child — ^while 
the diearing refieftion, that the gates of 
heaven would receive the unpolluted Ipi- 
rit which was haftening thither, feems for 
Ae moment to have been hidden from 
his eyes. Againft this ftroke he offers 
his prayers, he lifts up his foul to the 
^one of mercy. No chaftening is joy- 
<^us, but grievous — the beft nature can- 
*iot yield to it, without fome degree of 
rdudtance. Far was it, neverthelefs, 

D 4 from. 
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£*a3Q tbc hrf.n of David to form any xm- 
cue oppofition to the wSl of God— he 
inadcoib, i^otofmunnms, butfuppli- 
C25ons. There is no impatience in in^ 
tptznes. He vcJl knew, diat the di- 
i^ine thrratenisgs wcne not ^ denounced^ 
as to be incapable c^rcvocadon. If any 
means under heaven can avert judg- 
ments, it is the prayer of faith. 

But neither £dth, nor prayer, caa 
prtfcrve a feeUe mortal from all tempo- 
ral afflidions. Since the admiffion of 
fm into the world, the decree is gone 
forth, and " man is bom to trouble." Da- 
vid muft drink deeply of the cup of for- 
row — the infant is no more !. 

His anxious attendants only whifper 
this fad news— -they had witne0ed the 
fufFerings of their lord ; they now look 
for all the paroxyfms of frantic grief. 
This very fecrecy proclaims, to the vigil- 
ant ear of fulpicion, the fad truth which 
d^^fefepbled to utter. David perceives 
f "^^ Aat 
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tbat his child is dead : and now he riles 

vip from the earth on which he lay, and 

changes his apparel^ and goes, firft into 

the houfe of the Lord to worfhip, and 

then into his own to eat — now he refufes 

not to liften to the voice of comfort. 

Till we know the determination of God, 

it is lawful for lis to be importunate in 

our prayers — ^when the event has taken 

place, he demands our duteous refigna- 

1 tion. 

" While the child lived, I fafted, 
^ and wept ; for I faid. Who can tell 
*' whether God will he gracious to me, 
" that the child may live ? But now he 
" is dead, wherefore Ihould I faft ? can 
^ I bring him back again ? 1 fhall go 
" to him, but he Ihall not return to 
** me !" There fpake the voice of faith, 
2nd hope. David knew, that thofe af- 
feftions which God hath implanted in 
^ne foul, would, like that foul, furvive 
^he body. He knew that a day would 

come. 
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coine» ^cn he fhdidd rejoin hi 
to be feparaced from him no 
He knew that his fincere repenta 
titled him: to look for a recq^tion i 
heavenly manfions^ to which ini 
4tfelf is tranflated. " Turn ye uj 
^ from whom ye have deeply rev 
" ceale to do evil — learn to d 
** Let the wicked foriake his ws 
" the imrighteous man his th 
** and let him return unto the 
" and He will have mercy upon 
** and to our God, for he wiU 
dantly pardon ! 
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THE CONSPIRACY OF ABSALOM. 

WHEN the fon of Jcfle> (in the ca- 
iamiries of his early life) wandered in the 
wildemefs^ an exile> a fugitive, his fafety 
every hour endangered by the machi- 
nations of Saul^ then peace and inno- 
cence were his companions* In the af- 
ffidions of his later days he feels the tor-- 
ture of a ielf-reproving confcience. His 
future pardon is promifed, but not with- 
out his prefent fufTering. In the heinous 
ofience of Amnon> in the fubfequent 
murder of the guilty prince, in the dif- 
limulation by which that murder was ef- 
(cditdy the unhappy father reads his own 
tranlgreffions. The fting oi Jorrow^ as 
^ell as of death, is fin* 
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Yet thcfe are the beginnings of w 
Other chaftifemcnt is in ftore for the k: 
of IfraeL He muft experience the 
nioft extreme of earthly mifery — he nn 
hicet with the blackeft ingratitude fr 
the object of his fond aflfeftion. 

The tears of David for the irrecov 
able lofs of his firft-born now fall 
longer — he comforts himfelf concern 
Amnon, and begins to feel a degree 
impatience for the return of Abfalc 
The long abfence of that darling 
was more a punifliment to the king t! 
ta the prince, Joab perceives the wil 
of his lord, and artfully inclines him 
their accomplifhment. A woman 
Tckoa perfonates a mourner, and, wi 
fhe fpeaks of the lofs of one child, ; 
the danger o£ another, excites in Da 
compaffion for himfelf,. and favour to 
baniihed fon. A parable taught 1 
to repcni — a parable teaches him toj 
give. 
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Now Joab fpeeds to Geftiur. The 
exiled prince Ihall return to Jerufalcm j 
Imt as yet he is not admitted into the 
prefence of his father. David's exceffivc 
lenity had already occafioned him the 
iittereft forrows — ^he now refolves to 
[' feign at Icaft a feverity of temper he can- 
not feel. " Let him go to his -own 
^ hoxife, but let him not fee my face." 

Two years is Abfalom thus excluded 
from all intercourfe with his parent. At 
krft his impatient ipirit can bear this ab- 
fence no longer. He fends for Joab, 
the folicitor of his return — ^he requefts 
inftant death, or unconditional pardon 
from his father. Perhaps his heart was 
not yet corrupted — or perhaps even now 
the deep-laid ftratagem was forming, 
which afterwards brought down ruin on 
his head. " Let me fee the king's face, 
" and if there be iniquity in me, kill 
" me !" Either banifhment or death 
fcemed more tolerable to him, than 

thefe 
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pleafure. 

What a tormcRt fliall it be 
irickeda to be excluded from th 
' ftnce of God without hope of rec( 
Abfalom vill not live, tuilefs he b 
the &ce of that father, whcun aftei 
he moft unnaturally^ fought t< 
ftroy. God is the Father of 
without whom there can be no }i 
being. To be exiled from Him i 
nal death, eternal mifery. If 
prefence, O Goo, is the fiilnefs 
in thine ^fence muft be the fuh 
anguifh and horrour. O hide n 
fece from us, but (hew us the 1 
thy countenance, that we may livi 
declare thy praife ! 

The impatience of Abfalom 
bis caufc with a fond parent — it 
to demonftrate, beyond all dou 
ardour of his filial afTeflion. Lo; 
David been weary of his dilpleafi 
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length he receives his fon into his favour^ 
ind feals his pardon with a kir3 of tender* 
nek. Earthly parents Jcnow not how to 
ictsuh everlafting anger towards their off- 
ing — ^how much lefs (hall the God of 
mercies be irreconcileably difpleafed witk 
lais children i how much lefs (hall he fuf- 
6r his indignation to burn like fire^ 
iihich cannot be quenched ? He will 
not alway be chiding, neither keepeth he 
his anger for ever. His wrath cndureth 
I hut a moment — in his favour is life--^ 
; lieavineis may endure for a night, but 
3oy Cometh in the morning. 

Absalom is now as much diflinguifh* 
cd for greatnefs, as for beauty. Beauty 
^nd greatnefs excite his pride;, and pride 
occalions his ruin. Ambitious Ipirits 
^ not reft contented with moderate 
profperity. Before two years are ex- 
pired, Ahfalom frames a plot of moft 
atrocious rebellioa. None, but his own 
£uher, was his fuperior in Ifraelr— none 

was 
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was fo likely as himfelf, in all 

probability, to fucceed his fati 

his turbulent mind could have I 

(trained for a few years, he mig 

cxpefted that by fuccefllon, wh 

he fought by force. An afpirii 

is always impatient, and holds 

fclf as an enemy — thrufts itfelf ii 

nately betwixt the hope, and th 

ment. Full of labour and tn 

has no intermiflTion of its uneafii 

it hath brought forth its abort 

geny. O that our aflFeftions 

eager for fpiritual and heavenly 

tion ! O that our fouls were 

ambitious to feel the weight 

•crown of glory ! 

Outward pomp, unaccuftonr 
of magnificence, are wont to 2 
light minds of the vulgar. 1 
therefore, to the incomparable 
his perfon, adds the unufual 
more than royal dignity. His 
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latde^ «and his horfes trample proudly in 
die ftreets. Fifty foot-men run before 
dieir glittering mailer. Jerufalem re* 
founds with the praifes of this glorious 
pince— and all are dazzled with his 
condnual difplay of grandeur. The ge* 
fierous David fufpe^ls no danger from 
this (hidied bftentation. . His partial 
kve confiders all this fplendour as ex<* 
prcffive of joy and thaiikflilnefs — as, dc- 
ligned to do honour^to their reconcilia^ 
^n— -as not unbecoming the age^ the 
rankj the beauty^ the virtues of Abfa-- 
km. 

Having thus engaged the eyes and 
tongues of the people^ the infidious 
prince lays fnares for their hearts. He 
rifes early^ and ftands belide the way of 
4c gate. Ambition is ever vigilant 
and induflrious — the condefcenfion of 
Abfalom is equal to his greatnefs. How 
gbrioufly doth the prmce of Ifrael neg- 
left himfelfi and prefer the care of juf- 

Vol. II. E tice 
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tice to his own gratifications I I- 
is open to all who petition, all who 
plain — there is no caufe which h 
ters not. ** See> thy matters are 
and rights and there is none dt 
by the king to hear thee." Wl 
finuations could i3e more pow 
What mufic is fo fweet in the ear 
unliable multitude> as to heai- 
felves commended^ their gov 
cenfared ? Every man fays^ *^ 
*' gracious a prince is Abfalom ! 
<' a juft and careful ruler would Al 
be? How happy were we, 
might be judged by Abfalom ? 
qualities Vfhich Jlngfy exalt a c 
ter, confpirc in his : beauty of j 
magnificence of ftate> gracious : 
** lity, unwearied diligence, humi 
the midft of grandeur, the ter 
pity, the moft ardent love of j 
^ the moft anxious care for the g 
'' wel&rc r 
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Thus the hearts of the people are not 
tpwr, but Jiolen by a falfe traitor from 
their kwful fovereign. Nothing was 
wanting but a cloak of religion to com* 
pkte the treachery of that ungracious 
fon, whofe words were peaceable, while 
^far was in his heart. How eafily is this 
aUb aflumed ! Abfalom has a holy vow 
in Hebron. The devout man made it 
hxg lince in Syria, and now haftens to 
Inform it, " If the Lord fhall bring 

* me back again to Jerufalem, then will 

* I ferve the Lord.'* Hypocrites fcru- 
ple not to profane the name and the wor- 
fliip of God himfelf in the accomplifh- 
ment of their facrilegious purpofe. 

How glad is the good old king> that 
he is blefled with fo pious a fon ! How. 
does he, at Abfalom's departure, im- 
plore the favour of heaven on his de- 
%ns! The clouds of rebellion have 
long been gathering — at laft they burft, 
in all their fury, oVer the aftonilhed fa- 
[ thtr. 

E 2 With 
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With an heavy hearty his head co- 
vered^ diflblved in tears» clothed in 
fackclodi, David retires from Jerufa- 
lem. Never did any forrow, but that 
of his facredand innocent Defcendant^ 
approach to his forrow. How could he 
but weep, when the barbarous infiirrcc- 
tion of a too dearly beloved child drove 
him from his houfe, from his throne, 
from the ark of his God ? Shimei fol- 
lows him with curfes — ^Ahithophel, his 
once faithful counlellor, forfakes, and 
betrays him — Abfalom, inyefted with 
the royal purple, purfues his life with 
implacable hatred — and the moment is 
come, when the ifliie of a battle muft 
decide, whether David perifh in his own 
perfon, or in that of his fon. 

*^ I SAID, Lord, be merciful unto 
^' me — heal my foul — ^or I have finned 
'^ againft thee. All mine enemies whif- 
" per together againft me — againft me do 
*^ they imagine thiscvil. Let tkcjentence 

of 
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" ^f gwltinejs proceed againji him — and 

" mw that be lietby let him rife up no more ! 

" Yea, even mine own familiar friend, 

" in whom I trufted, who did alfo eat of 

" my bread, hath laid great wait for 

'* me. O thou God of my ftrength, why 

'* haft thou forgotten me ? Why go I 

** thus heavily, while mine enemies op- 

*^ prels me — ^while they fay daily unto 

'^ me. Where is now thy God ?" 

" Why art thou fo vexed, O my 
" foul ? And why art thou fo difquieted 
*' within me ? O put thy truft in God, 
** for I will yet give Him thanks, who 
*' is the health of my countenance, and 
*' myGo6." 
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THE DEATH OF ABSALOM. 

• 

THE day of batde is come. David, 
who had formerly been clad in armour 
to defend himfelf againft a tyrannous fa- 
ther-in-law, muft now feek the fame 
protection againft an unnatural fon. He 
mufters his foldiers, appoints his com- 
manders, marfhals his troops j and fince 
their loyal importunity will not fufFer 
him to hazard his own perfon, encou- 
rages them with his eye, and reftrains 
them with his tongue. " Deal gently 
'^ with the young man Abfalom, for 
*^ my fake." O holy David, what means 
this ill-placed love, this unjuft nriercy ? 
Deal gently with a traitor ? that traitor 

a fon ? 
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afon ? that fon an Abfalom ? the grace- 
Icfs darling of fo good a father ? and this 
krthy fake, whole crown he had ufiirp- 
cd, whofe blood he was thirfting after ? 
f For whofe falce fhould Abfalom be pur- 
Juedy if he is fpared for thine ? He was 
courteous to thy followers — affable and 
plaufible to all Ifrael— cruel and impla- 
cable only to thee. And yet thou fay- 
eft, " Deal gently with the young man 
" Abfalom fbr my fake." 

PERFECT type of that ineffable 
mercy of the true King and R edeemer 
of Ifrael, who prayed for his perfecutors, 
for his murderers, and, while they were 
at once fcorning and killing him, could 
%, " Father, forgive them, for they 
^ know not what they do !" If we are 
fons, we are ungracious, we are rebel- 
lious — ^but ftill our heavenly Father hath 

w 

^ompaffion upon us — continues that life 
to us, and thofe endowments, by which 
^ provoke him — and bids, his holy an- 

E4 gels 
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gels fpare us^ and carry us in their arms. 
O the depth of the riches of the love o( 
God ! How unutterable is his good-^ 
nefs^ and his love paft finding out ! 

The battle is joined — ^David's follow- 
ers are only an handftd, in comparifon 
with thofe of Abfalom. But what the 
pious king wants in numbers^ is lupplied 
by the jufticc of hiis caufe. The fword of 
Abfalom is uniheathed by defperate am* 
bition — David's, in his ownneceilaryand 
jufl defence. By faith he was confident 
of viftory — ^by faitb^ when the hoft 
ihouted for the batde, he conjured the 
leaders of his army to (pare his fon. 

They who had at firft followed Abfa« 
lom in their fimplicity, cannot now per- 
fecute his father in malice^ With what 
courage could any Ifraelite draw his 
fword againft David ? On the contrary, 
who could want zeal and alacrity to fight 
for a righteous king and father, againft 
the conlpiracy of a wicked child ? The 

God 
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Got) of armies» who at his pleaiure can 
five with many or with few, takes part 
with jufticc, ^d lets Ifrael feel what it 
is to bear arms for an impious ufurpen 
The fword devours them by tboufands, 
and ^ the wood devours more than the 
fcord." Let no man hope to profper 
by rebellion— the very trees, and thick- 
ets, and pits, and wild beails of the 
mods Ihall confpire to the punifhment 
of traitors. Among the reft, a fatal 
oak fingles out the leader of this vile in- 
fiure&ion, and with one of its fpreading 
arms fnatches him away to fpeedy execu- 
tion. The beauty of Abfalom was every 
way ruinous. Thofe trefles, which once 
hung loofely diftievelled on his (boul- 
ders, now fupport the weight of his 
body, and make his pride his torment. 
Behold himfufpended between heaven 
and earth, as one defervedly abandoned 
both by God and man ! As if the di- 
vine juftice had feledted this punifhment 

for 
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for treafon, Abfalom, Ahithophel, a 
Judas all die the fame death. So (h 
they pcrilh, who lift up their han 
againfl: the Lord's anointed ! 

A soi«DiER pafTes by^ and fees, bii 
dares not ftrike, the rebellious prince 
His arm was reftraincd by the public 
charge of David, " Beware that none 
" touch the young man AWalom."Joab, 
on the contrary, when he hears the tid- 
ings, haftens to the place, and without- 
hefitation fixes his javelin in the ofiend- 
cr's heart. His zeal accompliihes what 
the foldier's obedience had forborne. He 
feared not to prefer xhtfafety of his ^ov^- 
reign, to his command — regarding the 
life of David, and the peace of Ilrael, 
more than the weak affeftion of a father. 
That zeal, and that obedience, were 
both deferving of praife — the loyal fub- 
je£t equals the ardent patriot — the one 
revered his king, the other loved his 
matter, and by that love difobeyed. All" 

Ifrael 
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Ilrael did not afford Abfalom fo firm 
a friend as Joab had once proved him- 
fiK He taught the woman of Tekoa 
to intercede with David for his recal, af- 
ter his three years* exile. He brought him 
lip from Geihur to Jerufalem. He led 
Mm into the prefencc, into the anus of 
jus parent. Yet now he who had thus 
pratnotedthe interefts of Abfalom, inho- 
neft difobedience takes away a life fo 
juftly forfeited. Joab forgot that he was 
the friend of one who had forgotten that 
he was a fon. The king is our common 
£dier; our country, our common mo- 
ther — nature has no private charities, 
more dear, more facred than thefc, He 
is neither father, nor fon, nor brother, 
nor friend, who confpires againft the 
public welfare. 

The dart of Joab is feconded by the 
weapons of his followers. Abfalom dies 
as it were by a variety of deaths. The 
band of divine retribution makes his 

crimes 
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crimes l^ble in his punilhment. I 
had exalted himfelfagainft his lawful! 
vereign — ^hc had pierced his fathc 
heart with many fbrrows — he had caul 
ftrife and divifion in IfraeL If 
the law of Mofes he, who curjed \ 
authors of his being, was ftoned 
death, how jullly is an heap of ftones c 
on him, who fought to embrue his ii 
pious hands in a parent's blood ! 

Now Joab founds the retreat, a 
calls off his eager troops from executit 
He knew what his rebellious count 
men had deferved — but when Abfal< 
is no more, mercy Ihall arreft the lw< 
of juftice. The generous heart can c 
tinguifh betwixt the leader of a fadti 
and the mifguided multitude ; and < 
pity thofe who are deceived, while it - 
dains vengeance to their deceiver. 

The proud and ambitious Abfal 
thought it would be injuftice to manki 
if he fuffered the memory of his grand 
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iDperiih. His three fons died in early 
jinfincy. That he might fupply the lofs, 
reared a.ftately pillar in the king's 
and called it after his own name^ 
perpetuate the honour of Abfalom. 
lid this curious pile converted into a 
[nbous heap^ thrown down over his 
Ts body, the monument of his rebel- 
and of his Ihame ! Hear this, ye 
lin-glorious boafters, who leave no 
lorial behind you, but of ill-deferved 
lefs : who teach death itfelf the lan- 
of adulation, and who enumerate 
%t pompous tides, which fhall be re- 
f. corded on your tombs ! The beft of 
this affeftation is vanity ; the worfl, is 
infamy and difhonour. While the me- 
mory of the juft is bleflTcd — and if his 
humility refufe an epitaph, and retire to 
an unnoticed grave, God himfelf fhall 
mite his name upon the pillar of eter- 
»ity. 

Absalom 
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Absalom is dead — ^m^o (hall report 
to his father ? The bufy Ahimaaz c 
fers himfclf to be the meflenger, and ¥ 
not "be difiuaded. Joab knew Dan 
too well, to employ a friend on fuch 
errand. An Ethiopian ferrant was fitf 
to bear this meflage^ than the ion oft 
prieft. Ahimaaz> though he anticips 
riie arrival of Cufhi, tells only of the vi 
tory : artfully fupprefling thofe lefs wt 
Come tidings, which fhould fill his ms 
ter's heart with unutterable anguifh. 

David enquires not, " How far 
" the hoft ?" but, " How fares d 
" young man Abfalom ?" Like a\ri 
and faithful mefTenger, Cufhi, by J 
honeft infmuation, reveals the fat 
truth — '^ The enemies of my lord, ai 
*^ thofe that feek his life, be as tl: 
*^ young man is !'* 

How is the good king thunderftru* 
with the word of his fervant ? How 
he bereaved 9f all comfort, and regar 

1( 
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fcfiofcxiftencc? " O my fon Abfa- 

* lorn, my fon, my fon Ablalom, would 

* God I had died for thee, O Abfalom, 
•* my fon, ray fon !" What do we 

fy hc9T ? that he whofe life was efteemed 
bjr his people as of more value than ten 
dioufand of theirs, fhould be exchanged 
1^ fcr an inceftuous traitor ? that he fhould 
[ hy down his life for a parricide, and a 
murderer ? But what ftiall we fay to 
thy love, O Saviour ? Thou haft faid to 
thy rebellious children, " I am the good * 
" Shepherd — the good fhepherd gi veth 
"his life for the ifheep — No man taketh 
*it from me, but I lay it down of my- 
" felf/* O love, infinite, incomprehenfible, 
whereat the angels of heaven are amazed, 
whereat thy faints are filled with tranf- 
ports of gratitude ! For fcarcely for a 
righteous man will one die — ^yct perad- 
venture for a good man fome will even 
^e to die — but God commendeth his 
love to us, in that, while we were yet 

finners. 
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finners^ Christ died for us. He hath 
faid, '* Deliver them from going down 
" to the pit — I have found a ranfom." 
BleiTed are the people, O Lord, that 
know the joyful found — ^they fliall hear, 
and delight in thy falvadon for ever and 
ever. 
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* 

SOLOMON. 

AT length the hour approaches, 
which muft put a period to the life and 
Ibrrows of David. And will not the 
I towering ambition of Adonijah wait till 
f' the throne is vacant, before he fets up 
his prefumptuous claim? Too nearly 
refembling Abfalom in pride and often- 
tation, he ruflies eagerly into the crimes, 
into the misfortunes of his brother. He too 
^ prepares chariots and horfemen, and fifty 
men to run before him." Abfalom and 
Adonijah were the darlings of their fa- 
ther j from their childhood they had 
known no rebuke, no contradiftion. 
How rarely does this undue partiality 
Vol. II • F terminate 
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terminate in joy ! Abfalom fought th 
lifi of David — Adonijah novr grafps a 
his crown. 

The government of Ifracl was as yc 
in the immediate appointment of Got 
He had chofen David as the facceflb 
of Saul — He had fixed on Solomon t 

» 

fupply the place of David. From tha 
time, till the extindtion of the royal au 
thority in Jiidah, the focptre paffcd ii 
•uninterrupted order from the father t< 
his firft-bom fon. 

Mbakwhile Adonijah wants nc 
friends to fupport his ufurpatioh. Abi 
atha the prieft, and Joab the captain < 
the hoft, the ohce faithful adherents 1 
David, aflift the alpiring prince wi 
their prefence and counfels. They b: 
fliared the fortunes of their fovercij 
in all his former calamities — ^they nc 
behold him on the bed of age and deal 
and they pay their homage to the rifi 
fun. The permanency of friendjh 
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as well as h^fptnefs^ cannot be afccr- 
taincd by man, till the laft moments of 
his life. When we can no longer reward 
or punilh, then will it appear who loved 
us for ourfclves, and who aflbciated with 
MS for their own advantage. 

The defignation of Solomon to the 
Arpne was made public by the voice of 
Heaven. God had fent him at his birth 
amefflige of honour and love — ^had pro- 
mifed him the privilege of building a 
temple to His glory, and, (in return 
for this pious fervice) the eftabrilhment 
of his throne for ever. In vain, 
therefore, does Adonijah frame his 
confpiracy — in vain docs he fingleout 
his brother as the objeft of indignity 
and negleft. In the decay of David's 
body, his intelleftual faculties were not 
impaired. " As the Lord liveth, who 
" hath redeemed my foul from all ad- 
^ verfity, Solomon my fon (hall fit on 
" my throne this day." From the bed 

F 2 of 
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ficknefs he fteers the gavernment of If- 
rael with no unfteady hand. Inftantly 
he gives full direftions for the regal in- 
auguration of Solomon. Zadok the 
pricft, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah, a warriour of unfhaken fide- 
lity, are commanded to take with them 
the royal guard, to place Solomon upon 
his father's mule, to carrj^ him dawn in 
ftate to Gihon, to anoint him \mth the 
holy oil of the tabernacle, to found the 
trumpets, and proclaim him in theftreets, 
to bring him back with triumph and 
magnificence to tlie court, and to fet 
him on the royal throne with all the due 
ceremonies of coronation. 

How pleafing was this command to 
them, who in Solomon's glory faw their 
own fecurity ! .'Benaiah applauds it — 
and, not fearing a father's envy, in Da- 
vid's prefcnce wifhes that the throne of 
Solomon may be exalted above that of 
©avid. I'he people are ravifhed .with 
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pyzt this hopeful fucceffion, and rend 

the earth, and fill the heaven, with the 

noife of their mufic and fliouting. " God 

" fave the king — ^Long live the king — 

" Let the king live for ever!" 

The feaft of Adonijah,. which beganr 

in prefumption,. terminates in horrour.. 

The ears of the guefts are fuddenly 

pierced with the found of thole trumpets, 

which at once proclaim the triumph of 

Solomon, and their own confufion. 

Aftonifliment, and fearful expeftation 

of vengeance fills their fouls : and when 

the fon of Abiathar brings more certain 

intelligence of their difappointment, 

every heart is cold — every face pale — 

terrour gives wings to their feet. How 

fuddenly is this daring troop dilperfed ! 

Adonijah, their afpiring prince, flies to 

the horns of the altar — as diftrufting all 

hopes of life, fave thofe which he refted 

on the fanftity of the place, and the mercy 

of his g enerous rival. 
!cog\ F 3 Now- 
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Now David beholds a worthy obj< 

of his love in peaceful poileflion of t 

throne of Ifrael — now does he chir 

him to keep the commandments of Go 

to take heed to the ftatutes^ and walk 

die ways of the Almi^ty. The dyii 

prophet exhorts the youthful monarch 

exemplary holinefs — he admonifhes hi 

to pay due allegiance to the King 

kings — he gives him the weighty charj 

of building the houfe of God — he la 

before the eyes of his fon the model ai 

pattern of that lacred work, the merit 

which belongs to Davidy no lefs than 

Solomon. DaviA beftows the gold ai 

filver for this holy ufe — an hundr 

thoufand talents of gold — ten times 

much filver — brafs and iron beyond 

weight. David excites the, princes of Ifr 

to give their affiftance — takes notice 

their bountiful offerings — numbers^ 

Levites, and. fets them their refpeft 

tafks*. Even the fingers and muficii 
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are appointed to their ofEce by the 
fwcet {^almifl: of Ifrael. And when all 
things are in their dcfired order,, and due 
ftate of preparation, he blefles Solomon 
and his people, and deeps with his fa* 
Acrs. O happy foul,^ how quiet poflef- 
fion haft thou taken, after fo many tu* 
mults, of a better crown ! Thou^ who 
didft prepare all ^ings for the houfe of 
Ay GoDy how art thou welcomed to 
that more ^orious tabernacle, an hopfe 
not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens ! 

Again is Solomon crowned the fo- 
Tf reign of Ifrael — now in his own 
ri^t> as formerly in his father's, he 
fits upon the feat of David. He loves 
Ac LoRD^ and is loved by Him in re- 
turn. The wicked are taken away from 
before the king> and his throne is efta- 
blifhed in righteoufnels. 

As yet the high places, on which 
ibod a variety of ^tars, were frequented 

F 4 both 
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both by the people, and the king. Be- 
fore he builds the temple at Jerufalem^ 
Solomon goes up to Gibeon. There 
was the allowed altar of Jehovah— - 
there was the tabernacle^ though the 
ark was in the city of David. The 
young monarch, defiring to begin his 
reign with God, offers on that altar no 
lefs than a thoufand facrifices.. 

How fweet is the repofe of innocence 
and piety ! The night cannot but be 
happy, if the day hath been holy. So- 
lomon lays him down to fleep j and lo, 
he fees Him who is invifible, and hears 
the voice of a merciful God, " Afk me 
*^ what I fhall give thee*" We cannot 
be fo liberal to ourfelves as by our ob- 
lations to the Author of all good. 
Though the catde on a thoufand hills 
are his own, he gracioufly accepts the 
freewill-offering of his fervant. And 
art thou lefs bounteous, O God, to thy 
pooreft worfhipper under the gofpci, 

than 
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than thou waft to the prince of Ifrael ? 
Thou haft faid, '' Whatfoever ye 
" fliall aflc the Father in my name, I 
" will give unto you." Let thy merci- 
ful ears be ever open to the prayer of 
thy fervants- — and that they may obtain 
their petitions, make them to afk fuch- 
things as ftiall pleafe thee ! 

There needs no time for delibera- 
tion — the waking thoughts of Solomon 
had been intent on Wisdom. His heart 
was fo filled with the love and admira- 
tion of that heavenly gift, that it fattened 
at once on the grace it had longed for. 
Give thy fervant an underftanding 
heart, to judge thy people/* Had 
not Solomon been already diftinguiflied 
for wifdom, he would have been lefs 
fenfible of its value — ^he would not thus 
have preferred it in his defires — he would 
not have efteemed it the pearl of greateft 
value in his diadem.. " When I per- 
" ccived that. I could not otherwife ob- 
tain 
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*^ tain her> except God gave het 
(and that was a point of wi(3or 
to know whofe gift fhc was) I p 
unto the Lord and befbught 
•* and with my whole heart I faid, ( 
** of my fatbersj, and Lord rrf mtrcy 
" m Wijdom that fittefh hy thy th 
Solomon well knew> that royalty w 
wifdom would be only pre-emine 
infamy — that life itfelf would be te 
and power unprofitable^ 

The king .of Ifrael awakeSy^ anc 
that his dream was divine and on 
Illumination is Ihed over his heaj 
feels that God hath given him 
foul. No wonder, that on his 
from the tabernacle to the ark h< 
fies his joy and thankfulnefs by but 
ferings, and peace-offerings, and 
feaftings. The heart which is fiUe 
a fenfe of the prefence and fa\ 
God, betakes itfelf with eageri 
thefe outward expreffions of gra 
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" God is the Lord who hath (hewed us 
" light — ^bind the facrifice with cords, 
" even unto the horns of the altar I 
" Thou art my God, and I will praife 
" thee — ^thou art my God, and I will 
" exalt thee." 
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THE TEMPLE. 



FOUR years are foon elapfed, in 
preparations for the houfe of God. So- 
lomon avails himfelf of the exquifite art 
of the Tyrians, of the zeal and ardour of 
his own people. Hiram procures him 
artificers in gpld> in (ilk, in purples- 
thirty thoufand Ifraelites in their courfes 
hew down the ftately cedars — ^while the 
, humble Gibeonites, the objcfts of SauFs 
furious and unhallowed zeal, (being in 
number an hundred and fifty thoufand) 
are employed in hewing ftones, and 
bearing burthens. None are fo mean^. 
but they may be ufeful in their callings — 
even lefs honourable fervices arc equally 

neccjGTary. 
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ncceflary. Let us but labour with ho- 
neft alacrity, and God will accept our 
indufby, and count it for (kill. 

The temple is framed in Lebanon, 
and fet up in Sion. Neither hammers 
nor axes are heard in this holy ftrufture. 
There was nothing but noife in Leba- 
non — nothing in Sion but filence and 
peace. Whatever tumults are abroad, 
all ihould be quietnefs and fweet con- 
cord in the Church. O God, why do 
we fufFer fchifm and furious contention - 
to be heard within thy fanftuary ? Lord, 
knit the hearts of thy fervants together 
in the unity of the Spirit, and the bond 
of peace — that we may mind and Ipeak 
the fame things— that thou, who art the 
God of peace, mayft take pleafure to 
-dwell in our fouls ! 

Now is the foundation laid, and the 
walls are rifing of that glorious fabric, 
.which all nations have admired, and all 
ages celebrated. Even thofe pile§, 

which 
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which were l^d on the bale of thp build-^ 
ing, wet^ not rugged and rude, but 
hewn and coftly— the part which lies co- 
vered with earth was no lefs carefully 
wrought, than thofe which are more 
confpicuous. God hath delight in the 
hidden value of his Ipiritual temple. 
How many noble graces of his iervanta 
have been buried in obfcurity; neg- 
ItGtedy or forgotten by men, but held in 
their due eftimation in the light ol 
God ! 

The maUer of this iplendid &am< 
vies with its proportion. Nothing bu 
white marble is fecn without, nothing 
but gold and cedar within. Upon tb 
hill of Sion ftands that fnowy fabric 
which both invites and dazzles the ey( 
of the paiTenger afar off, God admit 
of nothing that is not pure and exqui 
fite-— His Church confifts of none bu 
the faithful — He dwelleth only in th 
heart which is devoted to his fear. 
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The fajbian of the temple corrc- 
fponded with that of the tabernacle in 
ihc wildemefs — ^both were conftrudbed 
«nder the fame heavenly diredtions, the 
fame myfiery was ihadowed out in both. 
£ut the one was firamed in the ftate of 
liraers wanderings, the other in the 
land of promife — ^the one was fitted for 
motion, the other for reft — the one de- 
noted the good will of a multitude, the 
other the munificence of a king. 

But why do we faflen our eyes on 
wood, and ilone, and metals ? God 
has no pleafure in thefe for their own 
fake, but for their §)iritual lignification. 
Wherever He is, there is his temple. 
O GoD^ thou vbuchfafeft to dwell in the 
humble and contrite bofom — while we 
have our being in thee, thou haft thine 
«bode in us. The Heaven of heavens is 
not able to contain thee, but thou doft 
^t defpife the hallowed manfion of a re- 
g^ncrase fouL In the heart of thy faith- 
ful 
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ful fervants, in the Church of thy faints 
on earth, in the throne of thy celeftial 
glory, thou art prefent, and abideft for 
ever. All thefe were typified by thy ma- 
terial temple — it had its porch, its fanc- 
tuary, its Holy of Holies. Yet what is 
the value of this allemblage of gold and 
marble, in comparifon with the living 
temple of the Holy Ghoft, which is our 
bpdy ? What is the temple of this 
body of ours, to the temple of Christ's 
body, which is his Church ? And what 
is the temple of God's Church on earth, 
to that which triumphs glorioufly in 
heaven ? 

Lo, in the outward porch, we fee an 
image of the Chriftian foul, entering in- 
to the fociety of the Church — in the hoJy 
place, the communion of the true vifible 
Church on earth, felefted from the 
world — in the Holy of Holies, where- 
into the High Prieft entered once a-year, 
the glorious heaven, into which our true 

High 
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High Pricft, Christ Jesus, entered 
once for all, to make atonement betwixt 
God and man. 

In all thefe there is the moft perfedt 
correlpondencc, In proportion, in mat- 
ter, infituation. 

How exquifite 2ijymmetry haft thou 

ordained, O God, betwixt the faithful 

heart, and thy Church on earth, with 

that in Heaven ! In the devout foulj 

there is no unmeaiurable height of pride, 

no undue deficiency of virtue— in the 

militant Church, a neceiTary inequality, 

without difproportion : its government, 

its extent, its jurifdiftion, all in perfect 

harmony with each other — in the Church 

triumphant, eternity, perfedlion, and in- 

comprehenfible glory. 

With refpedt to the materials, all 
were moft excellent. The wood was 
precious, fweet, lafting — ^the ftone, beau- 
tiful, coftly, infenfible of age — ^the gold, 
pure and glittering. So perfeft are the 
Vol. II. G graces 
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graces of the children of God— fo 
feft are the ordinances of his Church 
perfeft is the felicity of his glorifkd fi 

\}x Jituation^ we find one court o 
temple open even to the uncircunn 
and unclean — another, referved for 
children of Ifrael*— a third, inacce 
but to the tribe of Levi, ^here wa; 
altar for facrifice — ^there was the f< 
brslfi for purification. While in tb 
vered rooms of the temple, one 
was appropriated to the Levites — anc 
yet more holy, to the priefts — the h< 
of all, to the chofen defcendant and 
prefentative of Aaron. 

If from the walls we look to the 
niture, dill every thing is typical an 
gurative. What is the altar, whereon 
facrifices of prayer and praife are ofi 
to the Almighty, but a devout and 
trite foul ? What the golden candlefti 
but the underftanding illuminated 
grace, wherein the light of the knoy 
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Gop, and of his divine will, fhines for 
ever? Nay, ifwc prefiimc fo far as to 
enter into the Holy of holies, even there, 
Q God, do we find our unworthy hearts 
b honoured by thee, that they are made 
as the very ark where thy royal law ^md 
Ainc heavenly manna are preferved for 
fvcr : there do we behold that mercy- 
iat, from, whence, ihaded by the wings 
of the glorious Cherul:nm, thou giveft the 
teftimony of thy good Spirit, witnefling 
Wh ours, that we are the children of 
Goo. 

BfikoLD, if Solomon built a temple 
^tmto thee, thou haft built a temple to 
thyfelf in us. We are not only, by thy 
grace, parts of thy fpiritual building, 
but are ourfelves living temples in thy 
Sion, O do thou ever dwell in this 
^hine houfe, and there let us ever fervc 
thee I Wherefore haft thou a temple, 
but that thou mayft be prefent with us, 
and that we may fhew forth thy praife ? 

G 2 Once 
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Once did thine ark refide, with thy 
pie, in tents, ever changing, and 
moving from place to place— then • 
thou fojourn in Shiloh — afterw: 
thou didft condefcend to take up t 
abode amongft men, and to dwell in t 
own houfc at thy Jerufalem. So • 
thou at the beginning hold converfe 
the patriarchs — fo didft thou foj 
with Ifrael under the law — but now 
der the gofpel dilpenfation thou 
make z: conftant refidence in the h 
of thy grateful children. From th 
thou wilt depart no more — they fha 
feparated from the world — they Iha 
feparated from themfelves — but 
fhall feparate them from the love 
from the prefence of Christ? 

Great was the glory of the firft t 
pie — greater ft ill that of the fee 
Though unequal to the former in 
ward circumftances of Iplendour, 
bringing in of a better hope caufed 
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miniftration of righteoufnefs to exceed in 
glory. " Yet once — it is a little while — 
*• and I will fhake all nations — and the 
'•^ DESIRE of all nations fhall come— 
•* and in this place will I give peace— 
•* and I will fill this houfe with glory/* 
feidi the Lord of hofts. 

Wheresoever thou art, O God, 
thou art worthy of adoration. Since thou 
Wilt not difdain to dwell in us, be thou. 
«ver worlhipped in us. From the altars 
of our hearts let the incenfe of holy me- 
ditation, of fervent prayer, of chearful 
thankfgiving, afcend, and find accept- 
ance. Let the pure lights of faith and 
godly converfation ftiine before thee 
^nd before men, and never be extin- 
&ui(hed. Let our fouls be refrefhed and 
ftrengthened by the bread of life — let us 
^^cafure up thy facred laws, and the un- 
■^^ing promifes of thy gofpel. Speak 
^Hou comfortably to us from thy mercy- 
^ar, thou that art the propitiation for' 

G 3 our 
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our fins. Suflner nothing to enter In t 
is unclean. Sanftify us to thyfclf, : 
be thou ever lanftificd in us ! 
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THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 

THE great lights of heaven are not 
intended for obfcurity. The fame of 
Solomon's wildom h difFufed throughout 
the world — all nations arc full of admi- 
ration and praifc. Even fo, O thou 
everlafting King of peace, thy name is 
great among the heathen — tliy found is - 
gone out into all the earth, and thy ' 
words unto the ends of the world. Thou 
art a light to lighten the Gentiles, as well • 
as the glory of thy people Ifrael. . 

No doubt, many from all coafts came * 
to behold this prodigy of wifdom. A- 
mong the reft a fovereign princefs, her- 
felf diftinguifhed by a variety of endow- 

G 4 ments, * 
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ments, travels from the far-diftant fe 
of her dominion to Jerufalem, that fl 
may hear, and learn, and wonder. M 
ny arc known to crofs the leas from m- 
tives of curioftty — ^fome fcwphilofophe 
have travelled far in purfuit o( fcience- 
merchants repair to foreign climates f 
wealth — and princes fend their ambafl 
dors to other regions on their affairs 
ft ate — but that a rich and great que 
fhould travel from the remote Sheba 
hear the Wisdom of Solomon, and be i 
ftrufted in the do6lrines of his religion, 
an occurrence unexampled in the hiftc 
of mankind. W hy Ihould we then thi] 
any labour too great, any difficulties t 
formidable, to hear one greater than S 
lomon ? How juftly (hall the queen 
the fouth rift up in judgment with d 
generation, and condemn us, who, wh 
Wifdom crieth in the ftreets, do not,v 
not, regard the heavenly voice ? 



Di 
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Dissatisfied with the learning, and 
probably difgufted with the worlhip, of 
her own country, Ihe betakes herfelf to 
the oracles of God. It is good, that in 
matters of fuch confequence we fliould 
examine for ourfelves ; and happy are we, 
when we obtain the fatisfaftion we de- 
fire. The mind, which takes all upon 
truft, will oe deftitute of knowlege — the 
mind, which is always perplexed with 
doubts, will know nothing as it ought. 
A proper Ipirit of enquiry animates us 
in the purfuit of truth — conviftion eftab- 
lilhes us in the truth, when we have 
found it. It were mifery and difquiet 
to doubt, did we not look forward to 
that period, when all doubt fhall be re- 
moved. Thoughts of this nature muft 
not dwell too long upon the foul. They 
may be ufeful as paflengers — they are 
dangerous as inmates. Happy are we, 
if we can find a Solomon to- remove them. 
Now we know in part 5 but a time fhall 

come. 
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come, when thajt which is in part 
be done away, and all Ihall be perfe 
of knowlege and of glory*. 

Fame,, in its variety of rumours 
frequently exa^erates. The wife pri 
will not truft to this precarious info 
whole narratives are often either d 
ful, or fabulous, and (like wine 
ffa-eams) increafe in their progrefs 
great things had not been fpoken o 
lomon, , report had wronged him — 
fa£ts were but juftly related, the] 
muft fill the minds of the hearers 
aftcMiifhment. The qpeen of I 
comes in pcrfon to examine int< 
truth of thcfe wonders. She kne\ 
wifdom was more precious than rub 
that its merchandize was better tha 
merchandize of filver, and the 
thereof than fine gold. Alas, . hoi«/ 
gerous is it, in the moft important 
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lies are miiapplied>. which are not de- 
voted by dieir poi&flbrs to the interefts 
ofreli^n^ and the benefit of their owrt 
fculs. 

Should we come to a rich treafure^ 
we fhouki need no injunftion to avail 
ourfelves, as much as poffible,. of the 
benefits The royal profclyte, who had^ 
been deterred by no difficulties in the 
purfuit of kiiowlege,. when at laft fhe i&. 
an-ivcd at Jerufalem, will not forego her 
own advantage. She ftatcs all her doubts 
to diis great matter of wildom^ and re- 
ceives inftruftion while he refolvcs them* 
let us not negleft the opportunities at- 
fcrded us of furnifhing our fouls with 
profitable,^ with faving knowlege ! Of 
what ufe is it, that He who taught So- 
lomon condefcends to be our teacher, if> 
fitting at the feet of Christ, we leave 
•ur hearts either in ignorance or per-, 
plcxity i 

The 
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The queen of Sheba came w 
magnificent train, with camels 
with gold, and jewels, and rich oc 
Though (he fought the prefence of 
and mighty king, fhe will not be fp 
of her oblations. She came in feai 
an invaluable treafure, and (he wi! 
withhold the juft tokens of her grat: 
Wifdom crieth aloud, " Draw nea 
to me, ye unlearned, and . dwell ij 
houfe of learning. Wherefore a 
flow to pur your neck under the 
that your foul may receive inftruf 
Get learning with a great fum of m* 
and ye (hall obtain a good pofle 
Then (hall your fouls rejoice in 
mercy of God, and ye (hall ever 
forth his praife." 

Expectation is a kind enemy to 
rit — if we look beyond an obje< 
cfcapes our accurate view. Many v 
have been admired, if they had 
been too loudly proclaimed by the ^ 
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or fame — ^many, upon enquiry, fall as 
much below their real ftandard of excel- 
lence, as our imaginations had raifed* 
them above it. This difadvantage had 
Solomon with his royal guefl:. Rumour 
bade her look for incredible excellence — 
.yet {o wonderful were the perfeftiotis of 
Solomon, that they overcame the high- 
eft expeftation, and the moft liberal be- 
lief When Ihe beheld his royal build- 
ings, the magnificence of his kingdom, 
the folemhities of his religion, his ftately 
afcent into the houfe of the Lor d, Ihe 
confeflcd her own incredulity, and the 
inadequacy of thofe very reports, which 
fhe had condemned as fabulous. " I be- 
^ lieved not the words, till I came, and 
*' rhine eyes had feen it — and lo, the 
** half was not told me !" How fhould 
our fouls be filled with wonder at thee, 
O thou Son of David, who didft not re- 
ceive the Spirit by meafure ? who haft 
.framed this glorious temple of the uni- 

verfe. 
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verfe^ and the ftill greater (plendours ci 
thy celeflial palace i whole infinite pro* 
vidence ordercthall things in heaven and 
earth? who^ when thou didft alcend up 
on high, didft ^ lead capdviiy caj^vt^ 
and gaveft fuch gifts unto men ? 

The wife princeis can now form a juft ^ 
eftimate of the mercy of Goo, in be- 
flowing fuch a monarch on his favoured 
people. She pronounces them blefl&dj 
on whom that light fhineth, which was 
lent from Heaven to benefit mankind. 
Happy are thy fervants who fbuid con- 
tinually before thee, and hear thy wif- 
*' dom*" She held this privilege more 
valuable, than any gift which the world 
had to offer — more precious than earthly 
thrones and fccptres. How Ihould we, 
who hear the words of God, and live 
under the found of the glorious golpel, 
how (hould we look on ourfelves as the 
happieft of mankind! — How fhould 
every worldly advant^e and delight be 

cfteemed 
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efkemcd as Ids than nothing, in compa- 
lifon with diftindions like thefe ! 

The Experience of the queen had 
taught her how happy is that people- 
whole rulers delight in wifdom and in 
virtue. She magnifies the God of If- 
rael— flic bkiles Solomon — flie congra- 
tulates his fubjefts. " Blefled be the 
*' Lord thy God, which delighteth in 
'* dxee, to fet thee on the throne of If- 
" racl. Becaufe the Lord loved Ifracl 
" for ever, therefore made he thee king, 
** to do judgment and juftice." The 
glory of Solomon was equalled by the 
happinefs of Ifrael. There is no earthly 
proof of God's love to any nation, com- 
parable to that of his delegating his au- 
thority to wife and pious rulers. They 
are the minifters of God to us for good — 
in their time ftiall the righteous fiourifh* 
By their means we receive peace, and 
fecurity, and, what is ftill dearer, the 
comfort of our louls^ the public profef- 

£on 
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fion of our holy religion. But^ ( 
how haft thou loved thychofen 
the Churchy in ietdng over 
righteous Branch of Jcfle, whole 
Wonderful, Counfellor, the migh 
the everlafting Father, the Pj 
Peace i In his days Judah fhall b 
and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely, ancJ 
his name whereby he (hall be 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

O heaven, and rejoice, O earth 
forth into finging, O mountainsj 
Lord hath comforted his peoj 
will have everlafting mercy upor 
ritage ! 

Rich and magnificent as S 
was before, thequeenof Shebaa 
to his wealth. An hundred and 
talents of pure gold, with preci< 
els and coftly odours, are fent b 
the royal treafury. Was not th; 
of that homage, which thou Iho\ 
ceive, O blefled Jesus, from th 
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tUc world ? " The kings of Tarfliilh 

** and of the ifles fhall bring prefents — 

** the kings of Sheba and Seba fhall of- 

*' fcr gifts — yea, all kings Ihall fall down 

** before him — all nations Ihall fcrve 

* him/' 

Solomon requites thefe prefents with 

Ac munificence of a patron, with the ge- 

iicrofity of a prince. We cannot but be 

gainers by whatever we prefent unto 

thee, O God of wifdom and peace. 

Teach us to leave the remote regions of 

infidelity and worldly thoughts, that we 

may learn of thee, who giveft to all men 

liberally, and upbraideft not ! Then 

ihall our faithful hearts, our fincere (tho* 

imperfedt) fervices, find acceptance in 

Ay fight — then fhall we be rewarded with 

prefent comfort, and with the joyful an- 

dcipation of eternal glory. 
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JEROBOAM. 

THE fucceflbr of David now Ret 
in the tomb— -his wildoiiiy his infim 
ties, his fin, and his repentance no lon| 
awaken the forrow or the admiration 
mankind. Rehobbam,. his fon, fe: 
no rivals he goes up to Shechem 
take undifturbed pofleffion of the vacs 
throne. Thither aflembled the tribes 
Ifraeli and at their head the proud a: 
faftious Jeroboam. 

" Thy father made our yoke grie 
" ous— make thou it lighter, and \ 
" will ferve thee." How much dang 
lurked under this fpecious requeft ! Is 
the promife of allegiance, or the thre 
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edition? Is it the voice of humility 
of treafon ? How artfully does the 
ricide hold the olive-branch over his 
>rd ! If Rehoboam refufes to gratify 
.' people, he endangers his kingdom, 
he yields, he throws diigrace on the 
icmory of his father. 
The fu^cftion itfelf, was/^, as well 
iundutiful. The warlike reigns of 
aul and David had given unavoidable 
aufe for complaint. All was calm 
^lien Solomon held the fceptre ; the tri- 
butes of foreign nations enriched his trea- 
^ry— his temples and palaces were 
'Cared by foreign labour : while the taflcs 
>f Ifrael were eafy and ingenuous — as 
t*ce from lervility, as from pain. In his 
^ign, Judah and Ifrael were many as 
^c fand on the fea-lhore, rejoicing each 
■Jfian under his vine and under his fig- 
^ec. In his reign, filver was in Jeru- 
^em as ftones, and cedars as fycamore 
^ces in the vale for abundance. Did 

H 2 this 
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this univerfal plenty and proiperity is. ^ 
dicate opprelTivc exaftions? But ba^ 
and grovelling (buls delight in caftiirrs 
cenfures on departed virtue. The 
n^s of Solomon's reign are pafied ov 
in filence— imaginary grievances are d 
fcanted on with clamour. Who iha^ 
hope, that his merit or his greatnef^ 
Ihall altogether exempt him from ob — - 
loquy, when the name of Solomon v^ 
thus traduced in the very prefence of hi 
fon? 

The ancient counfellors of the de- 
ceafed monarch had learnt of their 
matter, that " a loft anfwer turneth 
away wrath." Wifely, therefore, do 
they entreat Rehoboam to (peak good 
words unto the people, and attach them 
to him for ever. It is no hard condition, 
by meeknefs and condefcenfion to bind 
the hearts and fecure the allegiance of a 
mighty nation. Had this fage advice 
been adopted, the fon of Nebat might 

have 
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laavc fled again into Egjrpt— rebellion 
^^ivould have found an unfruitful foil in 
llrael. 

Ag£ brings with it experience^ and 
^pens vnidom — youth is too often rafh, 
Jieadftrong, fcduced by paflion, the foe 
toreafbn. Many a kingdoni, many a 
Kfe> many a foul has been loft by evil 
counfellors: fuch were thofe, whom 
Hehoboam preferred to the grey-headed 
ftrvants of his father. He now hears,, 
how unfit it is for majefty to fubmit to 
*wiy terms and ftipulations — howrequi- 
fite it is to deal harfhly with this pre- 
fumption, and to crufti the yet unformed 
Qiifchicf e'er it break out into rebellion. 
They bid him fpeak the language of 
haughty and indignant pride. He glo- 
I Ties in the faifeiy-aileged tyranny of 
Solomon—" My father made your yoke 
** heavy — I will add to your yoke-^my 
" father chaftifed you with whips — I 
*^ will chaftifc you with fcorpions." 

H 3 O SENSE- 
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O SENSELESS pcoplc^ and infatinitec:^'^ 
prince! Had they complained that ii 
the latter days of Solomon religion hs 
been corrupted, had they befought their: 
new king to begin his reign with God 
to demolifli the idols, to purify the tern- 
pie, to reftore devotion to its origins 
fimplicity, fuch requefts as thefe woulc 
have done honour to their national cha- 
radter — now they feek for nothing bu 
the gratification of their avarice; 
their king, regardlefs of their rcforma — 
tion, has nothing in view but imperious 
fovereignty. Let him but accomplil 
this point, his people may be profligate,' 
or miferable— it is a matter of indiffe- 
rence to himfelf ! 

Now that flame burfts out at once^ 
which was never more to be extinguifhcd-i- 
The furious multitude, grown defperat^ 
by thefe denunciations of rigour, ex- 
claim with one voice, " What portion 

" have 
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liavc wc in David ? To your tents, 
' Olfracir 

The fon of Ncbat has now the crown 
L^ was fo (blicitous to obtain. The 
t^bes of Judah and Benjamin alone 
cJherc to the defcendant of David. The 
Sample of a general rebellion will not 
nake them unfaithful to their mifguided 
bvcrcign— their fwords are r^ady to be 
Lrawn in his defence — they breathe no- 
King but vengeance and war — ^when 
uddenly a meflage from God forbids 
rhe battle, and difmifles thefe mighty 
arniies. There was yet Ibme virtue in 
Rehoboam, in that he fubmitted to the 
will of Heaven, and held his peace, be- 
caufe the Lord had done it. With an 
hundred and fourfcore thoufand adhe- 
rents, he dares not ftrive againft his 
Maker— -at once he lays down his arms, 
and after fuch a prohibition, will not 
feek even the recovery of his kingdom 
by blood-fbcd, 

H 4 Mean- 
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Meanwhilb his (uccefiful rival fo- 
ments diJpiritHal, as well as a civil de- 
fefbion. He well knew the affinity be- 
tween treafon and idolatry— he knew 
that they who feared God^ would not 
fail to honour the king. Thus^ there- 
fore, he reafons in his heart — ** It is 
*' true, that the ten tribes have placed 
the fceptre in my hands — this Hidden 
advancement may as fuddenly de- 
cline — their return to their loyalty will 
at once deprive me of my life and 
kingdom. If they go up to worfhip 
at Jerufalem, they will behold the 
glorious temple, they will fee the 
magnificent palace of Solomon, and 
" remember their firft allegiance. There 
" the folicitations of their brethren, the 
" admonitions of the priefts, the feel- 
*^ ings of their own hearts will bid them 
" throw themfelves on the mercy of their 
*' lawful prince. I muft therefore di- 
'* vert them from Jerufalem, or my 

" glory 
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** glory is bafelels and unreal. With* 
out having recourfe to dircft prohibi- 
tion, which will but inflame their de- 
fijcs, I will propofe to them a more 
compendious, more plaufible wor* 
fhip. They fhall have gods, and at- 
tars, and priefts, and facrifices of 
^eir own." 

^low eafily is the variable populace 

^^^xiced by every blaft of vain doftrine, 

^*^^"^ughthe fleightofmen, and cunning 

^**^-itinefs whereby they lie in wait to de- 

^^e ! No fboner are the idols of Jero- 

9m fet up, than all Ifrael falls pro- 

^ ste in humble adoration — the new 

^^^g ftands before his new altar, and 

*^^ cenfer is in his impious hand. 

At this moment a man of God comes 
^Om Judah to denounce the indignation 
^f* Heaven. When the king of Ifrael is 
^n the height of his ftate and fuperfti- 
^on, the courageous prophet fears not . 
to interrupt the fervice with folemn ex- 
clamations 

/ 
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clamations of judgment. The meflcngcr 
of Jehovah fears neither die power, 
nor malice of the tyrant, whom he dared 
to reprove fo fharply in the midft of his 
pompous magnificence. He foretells 
the name of that defccndant of David, 
who fhould overthrow thefe altars, an- 
nul thefe ceremonies, and (recovering 
his own rights and thofe of his God) 
Ihould overwhelm the rivals of both with 
demolition and ruin. 

And, left the remote event of the 
predidtion fhould kffen its credibility, a 
prefent demonft ration evidences its fo* 
ture accompli (hment. The altar even 
now is rent in pieces — the alhes on it 
even now are fcattered. With what 
amazement muft thefeduced Ifraelites 
behold this miracle! How muft they 
tremble at their apoftafy, when they fee 
the power of the God whom they had 
forfaken? — whentheyfee him rending the 
altars of idolatry, and breaking them to 

pieces 
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pieces at the voice of his prophet ? Thus 
jme of the beholders might poflibly be 
afiedtd: but Jeroboam, impatient of 
reproof^ rebellious againft God and man, 
inftead of bowing the knee in humi- 
liation, ftretches out his hand for re- 
venge — ** Lay hold on him." 

How eafily can the Almighty prove 
to the profane and tyrannous, that 
wherein they deal proudly, he is above 
them ! The hand, ftretchcd out in rage, 
fuddenly dries up, and remains fenfele(s 
and immoveable. There ftands the king 
of Ifrael, like fome antique flatue, to 
which the fkill of the artift has given 
looks and geftures of indignation, while 
itfclf is only lifelefs marble. Now are 
his threats converted into humble en- 
treaties — ^the prophet, fo late the ob}e6t 
of his wrath, muft now intercede with 
Heaven for his reftoration. He might 
juftly have been anfwcred, ^* Thine in- 
'* tentions to me were cruel— had thine 

" hand 
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'* hand prevailed, / fhould have fiied to 
** thee in vain. Continue a fearful Ipec- 
** taclc of the vengeance of diy Maker T* 
But the fervant of God muft not ftrive— 
he muft requite barbarity itfelf with 
meeknefs. The prophet makes inter- 
ceflion for Jeroboam — ^he is heard, and 
anfwered with fuccefs. 

And will not even this prevail on an 
obdurate heart? Will not the king of 
Ifrael now renounce his idolatry? Will 
not he fay, " Lord, thou haft ftricken 
" me in juftice — thou haft healed me in 
" mercy — I will provoke thee no 
" more — this hand which thou haft re- 
*' ftorcd me fhall be confecrated to thee, 
*' in pulling down thefe bold abomina- 
*' tions ?" Yet, alas, he perfifts in^his 
impieties, and as if he had neither ex- 
perienced the goodnefs and feverity of 
God, lives and dies idolatrous. 

The wretched heir to his crimes, as 
well as his throne, falls by aflaffina- 

tion— 
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don — his femily is exterminated— his 

name remembered with horrour, and 

handed down with infamy to fucceeding 

generations. ** Knoweft thou not this 

" of old, fince man was placed upon 

" the earth, that the triumphing of the 

" wicked is fliort, and the joy of the 

" hypocrite for a moment ? I went by, 

" and lo, he was gone — I fought him,^ 

" but his place could no where be 

•• found!" 
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ELIJAH AT SAREPTA. 

THE providence of God feems 
have referved his mod illuftrious p 
phet, for an age of extreme deprav 
The Searcher of hearts adapts his : 
vants to the work which he commiffi 
them to perform, and raifes him 
up fuch witneffes, as are beft able 
evince their heavenly miflion. Mo 
gentle in fpirit, mighty in wonders, ^ 
fitted for the various events which bi 
him in his intercourfe both with P! 
raoh, and with the affli&ed, and at 
fame time rebellious, Ifraelites. 1 
grave and holy Samuel flouriftied, wl 
die people of God were quietly fea: 
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in the land of promife — ^while the ardent 
zeal of Elijah was fuch as beft became 
Aat de^ratc ftate of dcclenfion, into 
which the " back-Qiding Ifracl" had 
felkn, when the crimes of Jeroboam 
were loft and extinguiflied in thofe of 
Ahzb. 

" As the Lord God of Hofts liveth> 

^ before whom I ft and, there (hall not 

^ be dew nor rain thefe years, but ac-^ 

*' corcUng to my word/* After many 

fc^licitations, and warnings, lirael h 

^ntenced by the tongue that had fo of- 

t^n interceded with Heaven in its behalf^ 

THe courage of Elijah is equal to his 

pov^er. He dares proclaim to the face 

^f Ahab thofe judgments, to which the 

^ickednefs of both king and people had 

cxpofcd them. No earthly power could 

^ formidable to one, who had fuch aa 

intereft in heaven, that he could either 

fcut it up,^ or open it, at pleaftire. 

Thofe prayers, which could reftrain the 

clouds. 
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doudsy could far more eafily avert 
iword of periecudon. 

Th£ drought which had been 
nounced by Elijah occafioos an im 
diate famine. From the confeque 
of this vifitation, the prophet himf( 
not exempted. The children of ] 
are often fufiered to participate in 
temporal calamities of offenders, 
brook of Cherith (hall for a while 
lievc the thirfl of the man of Go 
and he^ whofe virtues entitled hir 
a welcome even in the courts of ki 
is fed by miracle in his retirement. 

At length the brook is dried up^ 
and the prophet is commanded to 
elfewhere for fupport. " Many wic 
" were in Ifrael in the days of El 
" when the heaven was fhut up t 
** years and fix months — ^but unto i 
** of them was Elijah fent — he repj 
" to Sarepta, a city of Zidon, ur 
*• woman that was a widow/* 
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The prophet follows the direftions of 
his God — ^the Sareptan, under the fame 
guidance, goes forth as it were to meet 
Jiim. Emboldened by the charge he had 
received, Elijah no fooner beholds her, 
tban he requefts fome fuftenance for ex- 
haufted nature. " Fetch me a little 
*' water in a veffel, that I may drink— 
^ bring me, I pray thee;, a morfel of 
*^ bread in thine hand,** 

Even in a. city of Zidon, the habit 
and demeanour of Elijah proclaims him 
to be a prophet of Jehovah. When 
tvtry morfel was precious, he fcruples 
not, in virtue of his charafter, to folicit 
immediate relief. The claim feems at 
once to be acknowleged — but the per- 
(on whom he addrefles is compelled to 
an unwilling refufal. " As the Lord 
** thy God liveth, I have nothing, fave 
*^ an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
" litde oil in a crufe ; and, behold, I am 
? gathering a few fticks, that I may go 
Vol. II. I « in 
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** in and drefs it for my Ion, that 

** may cat it and die." It was time 

the prophet to bring comfort to th 

mourners. The miferable parent i 

now preparing her laft meal — after < 

wretched repaft, fhe looked forward 

a twofold death, in her own perfon, i 

that of her child. It is the glory 

God to affift us when we feem to be 

terly forfaken-— our deliverance is tl 

moft welcome, as being leaft expeftc 

But what a trial is this of the faith 

a weak profelyte? " Fear not, dc 

" thou haft faid — but bring me thei 

" firft, and afterwards make for t 

" and thy fon. For thus faith the ( 

*' oflfrael. The barrel of meal Jhali 

wajiey nor the crtije of oil fatly until 

day that the Lord fend rain upon 

*' earth.'* She muft part with her] 

fent food, in expe6tation of future, wl 

was to be provided her by miracle— 

muft feed a ftranger, e'er fhe attem 

hci 
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lierlelf and her fon— (he muft ftiorten her 
life, in hopes of its protraction. " Bold 
'^ Ifraclite>" might (he have faid, ** waft 
** thou even a friend, or brother, wouki 
** fuch a requeft bcfecm thee ? Had I 
^ fupcrfluity of provi(ion> thou mighteft 
** have fliared it with me— now, that I 
^' have only one morfcl for my child, 
•* what can induce me to liften to an uh- 
** known traveller ? Thou fayeft the 
** meal (hall notwafte, nor the crufeof oil 
^ fail. At this moment let thy word come 
*' to pafs. When thou haft exhaufted the 
" remainder of my ftore, in vain (hall 
^ I challenge the performance of thy 
•* promife. -If thou canft thus multiply 
*' food, why art tbou in want of fufte- 
** nance r 

But the pious Sareptan was taught 
by God not to diftruft his prophet. 
Without one murmur or complaint, (he 
obeys his commands, and hopes for the 
accompliftiment of his prediction. ** He 

I 2 " that 
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*' chat favcth his life, (hall lole it ; and 
" he that lofeth his life for my fake, 
" the fame Ihall lave it/* Surely her 
faith was no lefs efficacious than the 
prayers of Elijah. The mercy of God 
crowns her liberality with an abundant 
reward. Who (hall fear to extend relief 
to the neceffitous, when the Father of 
Heaven has declared, that he will hold 
in everlafling remembrance the Chrift- 
ian's work, an J labour that proceedeth of 
love ? 

The barrel of meal waftes not, the 
crufe of oil doth not fail. With what 
thankful devotion muft the Sareptan 
have partaken of that food, which the 
providence of God bellowed in fo fu- 
j>ernatural a manner ! How welcome a 
gueft was Elijah, who was thus the mi- 
nifter of God to her for g od ! No 
longer apprehenfive of /amine, (he now 
^ooks on her fon with all thofe exquifite 
.feelings of hope, and love^ and j-apturjf, 

which 
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which none but parents can conceive — 
which not even parents can exprefs ! 

AlaS) at what moment can we pro- 
nounce ourfelves fccure from evil ? The 
youth, who had been thus refcued from 
famine, is fuddenly attacked by ficknefs. 
While her roof is yet honoured with the 
prefence of Elijah, the Sareptan beholds 
the beloved of her heart, torn by the ir- 
refiftible arm of death from her em- 
braces. 

How ready are we to -miftake the 
grounds of our afflidlion, and attribute 
them to imaginary caufes ! The pafli- 
onate mother imputes the death of her 
fon to the prefence of Elijah. In the 
diftradlion of her grief, Ihe fpares not 
licr beft benefaftor. "What have I 
** to do with thee, O thou man of God ? 
*^ Art thou come hither to call my fin* 
" to remembrance, and to flay my 
^ fon ?" 

I 3 The 
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The prophet^ inftead of chiding the 
afflicted parenc> humbly expoftulates 
with his God. Though he was fervent 
in Q)irit> his pity extinguifhes all angei 
at this unjuft accufation-— it rather fervcs 
to increafe the ardour of his application 
to the Almighty. His only remedy is 
prayer. That which ihut heaven from 
rain, feeks to open it for life. He pleada 
his intcreftwith God — the diftrefs of the 
fufFerer — ^her infupportablc calamity, ir 
being deprived of her laft remaining 
comfort — and he prefumes to urge the 
confequences which would befal himjelf. 
See what a return Elijah has madefoi 
hofpitality — furely he muft be devoic 
either of power, or of gratitude.!'* 
Having thus made interceffion witE 
his God, the prophet, in an extafy c 
fpirit, approaches the lifelefs remain-^ 
Thrice does he ftretch himfeif upon th 
body, as if he would tranfmit into tb 
child a portion of his^ own exiftence-- 

thri< 
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thrice docs he call on the Almighty 
to reftorc the departed foul. The cfFcc- 
tual fervent prayer of the righteous, in aH 
cafes of difficulty and danger, has re- 
courfe to the divine omnipotence. What 
can Elijah afk, that Goo fhall deny ? 
The Lord heard the voice of his fer- 
vant — ^the foul of the child came into 
him again, and he revived. 

** Call upon me in the time of trou- 
" ble — fo will I hear thee, and thou 
" fhalt praife me." With what delight 
doth the man of God take the living 
child in his arms, and prefcnt him to his 
niother, a glorious proof of the power, 
the mercy, and the peculiar favour of 
Heaven ! 

Now^ when the aftonifhed parent 
grafps the warm hand of her fon — fees 
his eyes once more fixed on hers — be- 
holds life, health, and aftivity in every 
aftion, in every geftuie — now fhe ex- 
claims, " By this I know that thou art 

I 4 "a man 
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*' a man of God, and that the word o 
" the Lord in thy mouth is truth/ 
Alas, had (he not before fufficient evi- 
dence of Elijah's divine commiffion 
Was not the barrel of meal, was not the 
crufe of oil, demonftration ? The mof 
enlightened foul may fometimes ftand ii 
need of frefh fupplies of heavenly aflif 
tance. Blefled be the mercy of tha 
God, who provides help for our infir- 
mities, and condefcends, (as it were or 
our own terms) to increafe our faith, anc 
work out our falvation* 



xxxvrri. 



[ 121 } 



» * ■ 



XXXVIII 






ELIJAH ON CARMEL. 

FOR more than three years was the 
land of Ifrael afflifted by drought and 
famine. Elijah, to whom the people 
^fcribe their mifery, is all this time the 
objeft of their hatred and execrations. 
*rhey abhor, not thofe fins which had 
^eferved God's vengeance, but the 
i^ighteous prophet, by whofe miniftry it 
Vras infli£led. At length the voice of Hea- 
ven calls the holy man from Sarepta, 
and fends him on his perilous embafly — 
Go, fhew thyfelf to Ahab, and I will 
fend rain upon the earth." The king 
and people of Ifrael fliall witnefs, that 

Gop 
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God pcrformcth the word of his fcrvan 

and approves his own veracity in dici^^^* 

The governor of Ahab'a houfe ^ 

faithful to Jehovah, while his maftcr i^ 

the flave of Baal : he had hazarded 1r^^ 

own life to prcfervc thofc prophets, wh(^ ^ 

Jezebel fought to deftroy. To hir^^ 

therefore, while he is fent in fcarch ^^ 

pafture and fprings of water, EUjah 

not to prefent himfel^ demanding 

interview with his maftcr. 

Obadiah, who had proftrated hi 
felf to the earth on fight of the proph^ 
receives the meflage with terrour- 
fees nothing but danger and death, c 
ther to himfelf, or to Elijah — to himfel 
if the objcft of Ahab's fury be refcucd 
to Elijah, if he encounter the tyrant "* 
indignation. 

But when the holy man confirms 
his purpofe with an oath, and declares 
that he will lurely behold the face o( 
Ahab, Obadiah delays no longer. No 

doubt 
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doubt the king was aftoniihed to heai 
that Elijah was coming to meet him« 
He feared, though he hated, the pro- 
phet. He was aware that the man 
whom he had fb long and fb fruit)e&l]f 
ibught to deftroy, would not leek his 
prefence, but under a fure guard> and 
with fbme high commiffion. He knew 
that Elijah was invefted with no coixv- 
mon powers from above — that the mantle 
of the prophet was more honoured than 
Jiis own royal purple* The withered 
arm of Jeroboam is now in the eye of his 
iancy. He dares not lift up his hand 
againft the meflenger of Jehovah. 

But while he refrains from aftual 
violence, he forbears not to inveigh 
againft Elijah as the occafion of this ge- 
neral mifery : " Art thou he that trou- 
« bkth Ifrael ?'' The prophet had re- 
proved an adulterous generation— ^hc 
had denounced the judgments of God 
on their difobedience— •but the true caufe 

of 
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of their fufFcringwas their fin. Foolifli^ 
men are plagued for their offence^ and 
becaufe of their wickednefs^ Moft juftljr 
therefoi e does Elijah, in all the boldne^ 
of confcious innocence, repel, and retort 
the charge, " I have not troubled Ifrael^ 
•* but thou and thy father's houfe, in 
^ that ye have forfaken the command- 
" mentsofthe Lord." Standing alono 
amidft the train of Ahab, he (hews him,, 
that no earthly glory can appall that man 
who is hieffed with revelations from 
God. He commands him, as one hav- 
ing authority, to gather together his ido- 
latrous prophets to the top of Carmel — 
he bids him convene an aflembly of the 
people. He fpeaks as if he were about 
to perform f >me amazing niiracle in the 
fight of all Ifrael. The heart of the ty- 
rant i> overawed by fuperiour virtue- 
he t: ^nnbitrs, and obeys. 

1 H£ tribco are met together. Elijah 
reproves them, not merely for their ido- 
latry. 
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Utry, but for their inconftancy, and ir- 
refolution. " How long halt ye be- 
*^* twcen two opinions ? If the Lord 
^* be God, follow ^im — but if Baal, 
^* then follow him!** Indifference, and 
neutrality in religious matters is of itfelf 
a grievous crime — it is in faft the worft 
sof all hoftility againft God. 

Whether from guilt, or fear, or un- 
certainty, Ifrael is filent — and Elijah ad- 
drefles them once more. " I only am a 
prophet of the Lord, while Baal's 
prophets are four hundred and fifty 
'* men. Let us each prepare a facrifice — 
*' /i&«> devotion fhall be combined, mwe 
*' fingle — the God that anfwereth by 
** fire, let him be God.** The propo^ 
fition is fair, and open, and incapable of 
cvafion. Ifrael cannot but approve i-t. 
The prophets of Baal dare not fignify 
difapprobation. The God who com- 
.mandcd this trial, prepared confufion 

for 
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for the authors of idolatry^ and triumph 
for his heavenly truth. 

The prophets of Baal embrace the 
condition in all the terrour of guiltinefs. 
They prepare the facrificc— they lay the 
viftim on the wood — they cry unto their 
idol from morning until noon^ ^^ O Baial> 
** hear us !" They rend the Ikies with 
clamour — they leap upon the altar^ as 
if they would afcend to meet thofe fires 
which delayed to come down^-Hniount 
Carmel echoes with their (hrieks— -but 
the heaven is filent. Elijah himfelf for- 
gets his aufterity, and derides their 
mockery of devotion. ** Cry aloud— 
*' for he is a god—either he is talking, 
** or he is purfuing> or he is on a jour- 
** ney, or peradventure he fleepeth, and 
-** muft be awakened." 

The idolaters renew their horrid 
cries — they leize in frantic rage on the 
inftruments of facrifice, and fhed their 
own blood upon their altar. How cruel, 

how 
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Tlow tyrannous, is fbperftition 1 The true 
God abhors thofe felf-infliftcd tortures. 
He wills us rather to mortify our /orrup^ 
' ti^ns-'^^Q fubdue our irregular dclires— 
to worfliip Him in fpirit and in truth — 
to prcfeht our bodies a living facri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to himfelf, which 
is our reqfonable fervice. 

How gladly would the apoftate fpirit, 
who once fell like lightning from heaven, 
have now come down in that form on the 
altar of his votaries ! But God forbids 
it* All the powers of hell are unable to 
convey one fpark of fire into the ain 
The evening draws on — ^the hope of 
idolatry is turned into confufion. The 
prophets of Baal, difmayed at the ill fuc- 
cels of their fhrieks and wounds, and 
frantic gefticulations, maintain the con- 
tell no longer — they fit down, over- 
whelmed with fhame, and wearinefi, 
and anguifli— tormenting themfelves 

with 
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with their own delpair, and dreading 
the fuccefs of their adverfary. 

Now does the prophet of Jehovah 
call the people to witnefs his fincere pro- 
ceedings. He avails himfelf of the op- 
portunity of time and place — at the hour 
of evening-facrifice, he repairs the altar 
of God, which the degeneracy of Ifrael 
had fufFered to fall into ruin. O holy 
man, what means this labour? What 
4iecd is there of thefe unfeafonable re- 
parations ? Was there not an altar, was 
there not a facrifice now ready ? Did not 
the vi6lim which the worlbippers of 
Baal had prepared, await the defcent of 
that fire, which thy prayers Ihould bring 
down from heaven? — It was thy juft de- 
teftation of idolatry, which made thee 
refufe to avail thyfelf of their profana- 
tions. The altar, which in better times 
had been confecr ted to thy God, is 
more dear to thee in its ruins, than all 
the pride and magnificence of pagan 
worlhip! Elijah 
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Elijah lays twelve ftones on this 
fallowed pile, according to the number 
of the tribes of Ifrael. Ten of thefe 
were perverted to Baal, He regards 
not their prefent apoftafy— ^he has relpeft 
unto the ancient covenant, made with 
the holy patriarchs — ^he wouId> if poffi- 
ble, bring them back to their primitive 
fimplicity of worfliip. He well knew^ 
that the paft unworthinefs of Ifrael 
would not blot them out from the book 
of remembrance, if they returned from 
their delufions to the ways of truth. 

While thus he reminds his people of 
their degeneracy, he bids them prepare 
a trench round his altar. He fends mef- 
fengers to the fea*, which flowed at the 

♦ There is no doubt that this was the cafe. 
Mount Carmel is (ituated near the Mediterranean 
Sea, between Dora and Ptolemais. ** Surely as 
'< Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by 
** the SEA, fo fhall he come." Jeremiali xlvi, iS. 
See.alfo I. Kings xvui. 43, 44. 

Vol. TI. K foOi 
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foot of Carmel^ and commands them to 
fill the trench with water — ^to pour it on 
the facrigce^ and on the wood. Ahab and 
all Ifrael are full of anxious expedation^ 
and wait the event in folemn filence. 
And nowj when God's appointed hour 
of the evening facrificc was come, Elijah 
reverently approaches his altar, and, 
looking up to Heaven, thus addrefles the 
Almighty : " Lord God of Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, let it be known 
this day, that thou art God in Ifrael, 
^* and that I am thy fervant, and that I 
" have done all thcfe things by thy 
*' word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me— 
^ that this people may know that thou 
** art the Lord God, and that thou hafl 
** turned their hearts back again." 

The invocations of the idolaters were 
tedious — thofeofElijahwere fhort,butef- 
fefhial. He committed to God the charge 
of his divine truth, his covenant, his 
glory. Behold, the prayer of faith pierces 

the 
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the heavens, and irrefiftibly afcends to 
the throne of grace. Ifrael (hall fee that 
the God whom they had forfaken doth 
not flumbcr nor fleep. In an inftant 
the fire defcends from heaven — conlumes 
the facrifice, the wood, the ftones, the 
duft, and licks up the water that was in 
the trench. With what terrour muft an 
idolatrous king and people have beheld 
this amazing fpeftacle ! How muft they 
have trembled, left thofe devouring 
flames fhould light on their guilty heads, 
as well as on the facrifice of Elijah ! How 
ever they might rejeft the mercy of their 
Creator, they could not but confefs 
and ad Te his power. When all the 
people faw it, they fell on their faces 
and faid, *^ The Lord, He is the God — 
'* the Lord, He is the God, 
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NABOTH. 

THE vineyard of Naboth was near 
adjoining to the palace of Jezebel— hap- 
pier would he have lived, if it had Ijeerr 
fituated in the wilderncfs. How often 
is wealth a fhare both to the foul, and to 
the life ! The poffeflions of this Jezre- 
elite are a perpetual caufe of jealoyfy and 
envy to Ahab, and to the inhuman part- 
ner of his throne^ . The vicinity of Na- 
both's vineyard makes it an objeft, on 
which an evil eye fails not to reft, and 
awakens thofe covetous defircs, which 
can neither admit of fatisfadion, nor 
brook controuL 

Twice 



NABOTH. r^J 

Twice had the king of Ifrael been 
viftorious over the Syrians— he retwns 
home, to be opprefled and vanquiflied by 
the wayward defire of his neighbour's 
inheritance. In vain fhall Ahab boaft 
of fubduing a foreign enenny, while a 
domeftic foe remains triumphant within 
his own breaft. 

The propofition, whether of purchafc 
or exchange, was Ipecious and plaufiblc. 
Even the tyrant himfelf dares not invade 
thofc rights, which long prefcription had 
fanftioned, and which gave Naboth a 
more juft title to this vineyard, than 
himfelf had to the throne* Yet dares 
not Naboth comply with the wilhes of 
his mafter — the Lord forbade him to 
alienate the inheritance of his fathers. 
The command of God was more bind- 
ing to the confcientious Ifraelite, thaa 
the requefts, or injunftions, of Ahab. 
An equivalent was eafy to be obtained — ^ 
but what is. a man profited, if he gain 

K 3 the 
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the whol^ worlds and Ipfe his Own foul ? 
or icven wound his own confciencc ? 
The divine ordinances took efpecial care 
to preferve for individuals and families 
their refpeftive proportions in the land 
of proiTiife, Nothing bu( extreme ne^ 
ceffity allowed them to confign the inhe- 
ritances to others ; and ev^ tbeny at the 
great year of Jubilee, they reverted to 
the original owners. It was not without 
a fpiritual import, that whofoever had 
once his part in the heavenly gift, was 
direfted to keep that fafe, which was 
committed to his truft. Ahab well 
knew the pofitive nature of the reftric- 
tion, and yet he fcrupled not to fay, 
" Give me thy vineyard !" 

The innocent Naboth muft now ei- 
ther difpleafe his king, or difobey his 
God. He prefers confcience to policy — 
he fears not them that kill the body — ^ 
whether in death or life, he refolves to 
hold faft his integrity. Ahab cannot 
bpt fee, that the divine prohibition alone 

inter^ 
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interfered with his defires ; and yet he 
goes down to his houfe heavy and dif- 
pleafed — he throws himfelf on his bed- 
he refofes to take fuftenance. How ill 
can a proud heart endure contradiftion ! 
The monarch of Ifrael, the conqueror 
of Syria, the vanquiflier of him who 
brought two and thirty tributary kings 
into the field of batde, is a prey to an- 
ger, to grief, to pining ficknefs, be- 
caufe he cannot poflefs the vineyard of 
Naboth. O the infatiable defires of co- 
vetoufnefs ! O miferable Ahab, who 
in the midfl: ofroyalfplendour, and moft 
fignal viftories, art loft to all enjoyment, 
while one trivial wifti remains unfatis- 

fied! 

Corrupt as was the heart of Ahab, 

he fears to make ufe of either fraud or 

violence for the accomplilhment of his 

defigns. The king of Ifrael is a mere 

novice in wickednefs, when compared 

with his Zidonian wife. Jezebel ap-- 
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proachcs the bed where her lord i 
doned himfelf to the petulance of c 
ifhTorrow, " Doft thou now gc 
^^ the kingdom of Ifrael ? Arife, 
^' eat bread, and let thine hear 
^ merry. I will give thee the vim 
^* ofNaboththe Jezreelite/' Shec 
the pufillanimity of her hufband> 
perfuades him that his power is fett 
if he regards the laws of jullice. 
demands his royal fignet-^fhe franr 
letter in his name to the elders of 
reel-^fhe bids them proclaim a 
fuborn falfe witneffes againft Nal 
accufe him of blafphemy and tre 
and confign him to inilant death, I 
is the price which Naboth muft re( 
for his envied pofleifions ! 

Who can without indignation 
template the impious Jezebel nami 
faft ? The enemies of God can 
turn religion to their own advani 
She was not ignoran; that^ amongf 

Ifrae! 
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Ifraelitcs, blafphemcrs were punifhed 
with death— fhe knew that a Cn of this 
crying nature was expiated by pifblic 
humiliation — that two witnefles were 
ncceflary to convidt the offender. All 
this fhe urged to her own purpofc. There 
is no nnifchief fb diabolical, as that which 
is mafked with piety. Villainy is then 
redoubled — and the guilt of murder itfelf 
receives a deeper dye. 

But Ihall the rulers of Jezreel tamely 
acquiefce in thefe inhuman proceedings ? 
Shall they not fhudder at the idea.of be- 
ing accomplices in fuch wicke^inefs ? 
The Lord, who forbade Naboth to a- 
lienate the inheritance of his fathers, 
forbade them alfo to frame a perjury, to 
belie the truth, to abet corruption, to 
condemn the guiltlefs. Alas, the de- 
pravity of Ifrael was extreme — they, 
whofe office called them to the punifh- 
ment of crimes, were moft eager to of- 
fend — they who were called to the admi- 

niftration 
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niftration of jufticc, were not afraid to 
fhed innocent blood. Jezebel well 
knew whom (he addrefled — ^flie found 
the ready obedience which fhe expedtcd. 
A faft is proclaimed — ^the offender is 
fummoned before his impious judges — 
falfe witneffes rife up— the magiftrates 
rend their garments, to teftify their 
horrour at Naboth's crime, and their 
regret on account of its confequences. 
The blamelefs man is difmifled to inftant 
execution — his vineyard, forfeited by his 
imaginary crimes, defcends not to his 
children, who probably fhared the fate 
of their father ♦ — the remorfelefs t)Tant 
arifes from his bed — ^goes down to the 
vineyard of Naboth, and takes imme- 
diate and unmolefted pofTeflion. 

How often does God, in his extreme 
difpleafure, permit the finner to effedt 

♦ Surely I have feen yefterday the blood of Na- 
both, and the blood of bis fonsj faith the Lord. 
2. Kings ixy 26. 

the 
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the purpofcs of a wicked heart ! The 
temporary fuccefs of guilt feems to argue 
that heaven and earth befriend it — till 
the flow but fure retribution, burfting 
on the head of the offender, proclaims 
at once the juftice, and the power of Je- 
hovah. While Ahab is rejoicing in 
his new acquifition, and promiling him- 
felf convenience and pleafure, he be- 
holds Elijah fent to him from God with 
denunciations of vengeance. How does 
the king's countenance change at once ! 
With what palenefs in his cheek, what 
confternation in his eye, doth he behold 
the unwelcome prophet ! What a tu- 
mult of agonizing paflions is in his 
foul, while his tongue faintly utters, 
'^ Haft thou found me, O mine ene- 
" my?" 

How great is the power of confci- 
cnce ! Elijah and Ahab had parted as 
friends — the king knew himfelf indebted 
to the interpofition of the man of God 

for 
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for tfiofe refrcftiing (howers, which had 
revived the hopes of Ifrael — but now his 
heart told him, that he had nothing to 
cxpeft but frowns from Heaven. His 
continued idolatry, now feconded with 
blood, could not but make him odious 
to the Lord and to his prophet — he felt 
that himfelf Was an enemy to God — and 
therefore he looks for neither peace nor 
friendfliip at the hand of Elijah. " Haft 
'^ thou killed, and alfo taken poflef- 
« fion ?" Thus faith the Lord — « Infbe 
*^ place where dogs licked the blood of Na- 
" both^ Jhall dogs lick thy bloody even 
" thine" Well does the prophet charge 
this murder on Ahab. He knew the 
only 'means by which Jezebel could ob- 
tain the vineyard of Naboth — ^he knew 
the confequences of entrufting his fignet 
to a merciiefs woman. He was accef- 
fary to the crime before and after its per- 
petration. They who are in authority 
may offend as much by connivance, as 

others 
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Others by aft— not only command, but 
even permiflion involves them in the fins 
which they might have prevented, and 
would not. The divine law punilhes 
by retaliation — ^what Ahab hath done in 
cruelty, he ftiall fufFer in juftice. Na- 
both, however, dies in his integrity-r- 
Ahab in his guilt. Naboth bkeds as a 
martyr, Ahab as an afTaflin. 

Soon does the battle in Ramoth-Gi- 
lead afford opportunity for the infliftion 
of this fentence. Neither the perfbnal 
bravery of Ahab, nor all his artful ftra- 
tagems can avail, to ward off the fatal 
blow. An arrow, fhot at random, but 
winged with almighty vengeance, reaches 
the heart of the difguifcd tyrant. O the 
juft and mighty hand of that divine pro- 
vidence, which diredts all things to the 
accomplifhment of its own purpofel 
Too late doth Ahab now think of the 
warnings of Elijah — too late doth he re- 
gret, that he ever liftened to the voice of 

Jezebel, 
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Jezcbd, or to the flatteries of apoftate 
proj^ets. His guilty blood runs down 
into the midft of his chariot^ and pays 
the arrear to Naboth — the chariot is 
waihed in the pool of Samaria — ^the dogs 
lick up the blood of the king of Ifrael. 
The honour of God is juftified — the 
word of his prophet is fulfilled — ^the death 
of his fervant is avenged. Righteous 
art thou, O Lord, in all thy ways, and 
holy in all thy works ! 
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THE ASCENT OF ELIJAH. 

LONG, and fuccefsfuUy, hath Eli- 
jah fought the good fight of faith, and 
now, after his viftories, God will fend 
him a chariot of triumph. How full of 
joy was the foul of the prophet, when he 
was in immediate expeftation of blcfled- 
nefs ! With what contempt did he look 
on that earth, which he was fo ftiortly to 
leave ! With what rapture did he call 
his eyes towards that heaven, which was 
about to receive him ! 

As the laft public a£t of his miffion, 
he vifits the fons of the prophets — thofe 
whom God had yet felefted from an 
apoftate nation, to keep alive his facred 
truths Elisha 
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El IS HA refolves to accompany his 
mafter in all his journey. Thrice is he 
diffuadcd from this aft of zealous friend- 
fhip — thrice he perfifts, in Ipite of in- 
treaty, and even command. Elijah, 
who expefted his own affumption into 
heaven, knew not what witnefles might 
be permitted to behold it — his modeft 
humility fought m unnoted and filcnt 
departure. But (hall we not pardon the 
holy difobediencc of this faithful difciple ? 
" As the Lord livcth, and as thy Ibul 
^^ liveth, I will not leave thee !" His 
mafter may be withdrawn from him, but 
he will not depart from his mafter — he 
knew when to expeft a bleffing — he was 
anxious to obtain the reward of all his . 

fervice. 

The fons of the prophets both at Be- 
thel and Jericho are aware of what (hall 
befal Elijah. His departure was an eyent 
of fuch importance, that it was neceflary 
to uflier it in with tidings of preparation. 

EUfha 
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EUfha has neither leifure nor inclination 
to hold converfe with 'his brethren — ^his 
whole thoughts^ as well as his eyes, are 
fixed on his departing mafter. Toge- 
ther do this wonderful j)air arrive at the 
banks of Jordan — ^while, at an awful di- 
ftance^ fifty of the confecrated band pur- 
fue their footfteps, and gaze on them 
with refpedful veneration. Miracles 
are not defigned for obfcurity : God will 
have witnefles to his marvellous afts. 
When the Saviour of mankind arofe 
from the dead, he was feen of more than 
five hundred brethren at once : when he 
afcended into heaven^ he arofe from the 
mount of Olives in the view of many 
eyes— eyes which were fixed on that a- 
ftonifhing fight with fuch intenfenefs, as 
not to be recalled from it even by the 
approach of angels. 

How exa6t was the parallel between 
thofe mighty prophets, who were after- 
wards {ccn in glory with their Lord up- 

VoL. II. L ca 
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on Mount Tabor ! Both received vi- 
fions on Horeb— to each of them God 
appeared there in fire, earthquakes, and 
other forms of terrour. Both reforted 
to the wildernefs— were fent on embaf- 
fies from Heaven to rebellious kings— 
difpenfed miraculous food — were zealous 
for the extermination of idolatry — 
quenched the drought of Ifrael — divided 
the waters— finiftied their glorious la- 
bours near the banks of Jordan. The 
body of Elijah is iranjlated — that of Mo- 
fcs is bidden — what one effefts by his 
rod, the other can accomplifh by his 
mantle. With this he fmites the river, 
and bids its waves retire before his feet, 
ihat he may without delay afcend his 
celeftial chariot. 

Now, when Elijah feels himfelf tread- 
ihg on his lafl: earth, he no longer ad- 
dreffes his faithful aflbciate with words 
of difcouragement. " A(k what I (hall 
'^ do for thee, before I be taken from 

« thee." 
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*^ thee." The holy prophet waits not 
long for a reply—out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth fpeaketh. ." I 
pray thee, let a double portion of thy 
fpirit fall upon me." Elifha demands 
neither wealth, nor fafety, nor eafe^ nor 
honour — he holds no blefling compar- 
able with his mafter's fpirit. No ambi* 
tion mingled itfelfwith the fervent re- 
queft. He knew that the times into 
which he was fallen required no common 
exertions — ^he knew that the fucceflbr 
of Elijah muft be endued with the fpirit 
of miracles, as well as that of prophecy. 
We cannot be too defirous of fpiritual 
gifts, efpecially fuch as enable us to pro- 
mote the glory of God in our relpeftive 
ftations. Our wifties are the touch- 
ftone of our hearts — fuch as we feek to 
be, we are. The worldling covets earth- 
ly things s the Chriftian, thofe which are 
divine^ 

L 2 Elijah 
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Elijah acknowleges the difficulty of 
the requeft, yet on one condition pro- 
mifes its completion — *' If thou fee me, 
" when I am taken from thee, it fhall 
" be fo unto thee — if not, it fhall not 
« be fo." The eye of Elifha mull be 
fixed in attention, that his faith may be 
confirmed by the miracle he fhall be- 
hold. If his thoughts are remifs, if his 
c/e-lids flumber, his hopes are can- 
celled — there mufl be more than com- 
mon vigilance, in thofe who delire a 
double portion of heavenly graces. 

Lo, while thefe fervants of God are 
thus employed, the chariot of fire ap- 
pears. Elijah is fummoned from the 
world at a moment when hq is inftrudt- 
ing another, not praying for himfelf. 
There can be no better ftate in which 
the minifter of Christ can be found by 
the mefTenger of diflblution, than that of 
diligence in his facred calling. Attend- 
ance on thefe duties is no lefs pleafing 
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to God, than immediate devotion. 
Bleiled is that fervant, whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, fhall find fo doing*! 

O MARVELLOUS dlfplay of celeftial 
fplendour ! Who, fave Enoch and E- 
lijah, was vifibly taken up to eternal 
reft ? What glory exceeded theirs^ fave 
that of Him, who by his own immediate 
power, and not by the miniftry of an- 
gels, raifed himfelf far above the hea- 
vens ? He afcended as the Son — they as 
fervants. He afcended as God — they 
as creatures. By their reception into 
heaven we are affured, that even our 
eartoly tabernacle may be admitted into 
the regions of joy — in their cafe inftan- 
taneoufly,.by the command of God — 
in ours, after that myfterious exchange, 
when this corruptible Ihall put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal fhall put on 
immortality-Hereafter a day Ihall come, 
when the Son of man will defcend from 
heaven with a fhout, with the voice of. 

L 3 the 
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the Archangel^ and the trump of God.. 
Then they who are alive and remain will 
be caught up together, with the rdfed 
bodies of faints, into the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air, and to rejoice for 
ever in his glory^ At that awful mo- 
ment, when the elements fhall be dif- 
Iblved, and the heavens (hall be ia 
flames around him,, the Chriftian will 
lift up hi^ head rejoicing, for his redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. Meantime,, be it 
death, or fire,, or whirlwind,, the mefTenger 
is welcome, which calls him to immor- 
tality. 

Sudden and inrimediate as was the 
afcent of Elijah, his difciple can yet ex- 
claim, as he beholds it,. '^My father, 
my father, the chariot of Ifrael, and 
the horfemen thereof!" The glory, to 
which the prophet is fummoned, cannot 
altogether bring comfort to thofe he 
leaves behind him. While he is yet be- 
tween heaven and earth, the fon of his 
adoption rends his clothes in a tranfport 

of 
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of fbrrow, and pities the defolation of 
Ifrael. 

The mantle of Elijah falls from him 
as he is rifing. Elifha takes up the dear 
memorial of his glorified matter. With 
this he had been invefted, when he re- 
ceived his divine appointment to the mi- 
niftry — it now comes to him, as it were 
from heaven, for a pofleffion. Senfible 
of its preternatural value, he cafts it re- 
verently about him — ^he approaches the 
waters of Jordan — " Where is the 
'* Lord God of Elijah ?'^ As if he had 
faid, " Lord God, it was thy promife, 
" by my departed matter, that if I (hould 
•^ fee him in his afcent, a double por- 
'^ tion of his fpirit fhould reft upon me. 
** I followed him with my eyes in that 

fire, and whirlwind — ^now, therefore,. 

O God, fulfil thy word unto thy fer- 
** vant — {htvf fome token upon me for 
'^ good — make this the firft proof of that 
" miraculous power widi which thou 
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" haft endued me. Let Jordan glyc 
*' way to me^ as it gave to my mafter!*" 
Immediately the ftream, aeknowleging 
as it were the fame mantle, though in 
other hands> divides itfelj^ and yields- a 
paffage to the highly-fevoured Elifha.. 

The fifty fons of the prophets, who 
had witnefled thefe admirable events^ 
are not flow to do obeifancc to the man 
of God— but full of zeal, as well as re- 
verence, they would fain feck for the 
departed faint,, as if the Spirit of God 
had taken him to fome remote moun- 
tain or valley — as if he had not been 
tranflated beyond the fphere of mortality; 
For a while Elifha forbids them^ till 
their vehemence* extorts his unwilling 
permiflion. After three days' anxious 
fcarch, the mefTengers return, cbaftied 
and weary j- no longer are they deaf to 
conviftion, no longer infenfible of their 
mafter's happier lot. They who would 
indeed* idikrN Elijah, rauft afpire to the 

heavenly 
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heavenly Paradife — they muft walk im 
the ways of his holy and conftant obedi- 
ence — ^they muft imitate his fidelity/ his. 
patience, his undaunted courage, his fer- 
vent zeal — fo fhall God fend the fiery 
chariot of death to tranflate them to the 
Heaven of heavensj^ where with the Ipi- 
rits of juft men made perfeft, and with 
Jesus, the mediator of a better cove- 
nant, they fhall triumph, in the fulnefe 
cf cy erlafting glory. 



XLU 



E 154 I 



XL(. 



THE SHUNAMMITE.. 

•* INTO whatfoever city or town yc 
•* fhall enter, enquire who in it is wor- 
" thy, and there abide till ye go thence/* 
Such was the injunftion delivered by owr 
Lord to the earlieft preachers of Chrif- 
tianity. Sometimes they were to expe- 
rience the perfecution which befel the pro- 
phets of old — fometimes they were to* 
receive the fame kind offices of hojpita^ 
lity. Elifha,. in his progrefs throughout 
the land of Ifrael, finds at Shunem a pi- 
ous family who knew how to value the 
privilege of having* under their roof a 
Man of God. With this venerable pair, 
(whofe names are loft> while their virtues 

are 
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are recorded) the prophet was received 
in the name of a prophet — he was wel- 
comed' as a friend — ^he was honoured as 
a father^ 

The Shunammite, a wealthy and 
religious matron, finding that the duties 
of Elilha's public charafter called him 
often near her dwelling, requefts her 
hufh^nd to prepare for their gueft a 
place of reception fuited to the fimpli- 
city and holinefs of his charafter.. That 
holinefs made her ambitious of his friend- 
fhip— (he fought for no other recom*- 
pence than his prayers. 

Blessed of God is that man,, who in 
the partner of his life finds an help meet 
for him in the way towards heaven^ 
The requeft is no fooner made than 
granted. The tumult of a numerous fa- 
mily was unfit for the quiet meditations 
of a prophet — retirement was befl adapt- 
ed to one, who held familiar converfe 
with his God. 

Elisha 
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Elisha is not fo faftidioxis as taneg- 
le6t this friendly offer of accommoda-* 
don. He gladly takes up his abode 
with perfons of fo n^uch worths — ^and, 
pleafed with his own quiet repofe, and 
their hofpitable attention^ fends his fer- 
vant Gehazi with a meflag^ expreffive of 
his fatisfaftion and gratitude. " Behold, 
" thou haft been careful for us with all 
** this care — what is to be done for thee ? 
^ Wilt thou be fpoken for to the king, 
" or to the captain of the hoft ?" An 
ingenuous difpofition cannot receive fa- 
vours without purpofe of return. Elifha,. 
who had not been wanting in fpiritual 
duties, gives the Shunammite her choice 
of a temporal recompence. • 

BuThow.fhall the prophet find.fuch 
favour in a profligate court, as to pro- 
mife his influence with the king in be- 
half of merit? The time was,, when 
his iUuftrious predeceffor was met with 
words of anger and defiance — ^^ Haft 

" thou 
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*' thou found me,0 mine enemy V^ But 
nowJthe recent miracle wrought by Eliftia 
in fevour of Jehoram, (whofe armies he 
had relieved when fainting with thirft, 
and crowned with unexpefted viftory) 
gives him no difficulty of accefs to the 
throne. Faulty as was the fon of Ahab, 
he honoured the prophet of God — if the 
Shunammite defire any token of royal 
favour, fhe fhall need no other folicitor 
than Elilha. There cannot be a better 
office, nor one more becoming a pro- 
phet, than to fpeak m behalf of the 
dumb, to befriend and patronize the op- 
prefled, to win greatnefs to the protec- 
tion of innocence. 

The good matron is not infenfible of 
Elifha's kindnefs, but modeftly declines 
accepting it — *' / dwell among mine own 
" 'people. Thy courtefy is great in it- 
" felf, but not ufeful to me. I live 
*' quietly in a contented obfcurity, out of 
*' the reach either of the glories, or cares 

" of 
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of a court — ^free from wrongs, free 
from envy. Not fo high as to pro- 
^^ yoke an evil eye — ^not fo low as to be 
^^ trodden on. My neighbours are my 
friends — my friends are my protec- 
tors — and, if I ftiould be fo unhappy 
as to meet with injurious treatment, 
" would not fail to be my advocates, 
^' Thy proffered favour is for thofe who 
'^ covet grandeur, or groan under op- 
preffion — I do neither — I dwell a- 
mong mine own people." O Shu- 
nammite, who can hear of thine happy 
condition, of thy peaceful contentment, 
without admiration and applaufe! If 
the world afford any perfedt felicity, it is 
in a middle eftate, equally diftant from 
penury and from excefs — it is in a calm 
freedom, a fecure tranquillity, a thank- 
ful enjoyment of ourfelves and all that is 
ours. 

But, alas, by how frail a tenure do 
we hold the bell of earthly privileges ? 

how 
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how long is the Shunammite thus bleiBed 
with peace ? The day is not far diftant, 
when fhe fliall throw herfel^ a miiora- 
ble fuppliant;, at the feet of the king of 
Ifrael, deprived by famine and tyranny 
of all thofe pofleflions^ wluch afforded 
her fuch comfort They who feem to 
iland fecurely are not exen^pt from dan- 
ger — no man can fay that he fhall not 
need the protection of friends* Her fuit 
would have found no acceptance, had 
not Gehazi, in the abfence of Eliftia, in- 
terceded for her with the king, and per- 
formed that office of friendfhip, which 
was not accepted from his matter. 

Even now, in her more prolperous 
days, the Shunammite was not exempt 
from Ibrrow^ She. was childlefs — Ihe 
was a ftranger to that tender joy which 
fills the maternal bofom'. Elilha ftiaU 
now bring her glad tidings, and greet 
her with the promife of a bleffing ftic 
deemed incredible* " Thou fhalt em- 
" brace a fon." 

How 



i6q the shunammite, 

HoWv bounteous is the'mercf of God, 
who limits not his favours to our 
thoughts, but gives us benefits more 
than we prefome to afk, more than we 
even dare expeft ! The holy matron 
doubts, from excefs of joy — '^ Nay, 
*^ thou man of God, do not lie unto 
*^ thine handmaid!" She well knew, 
that the prophet was incapable of wilful 
falfehood — but fhe thought it pofliblc 
that a trial of her faith might be in- 
tended, not a pofitive affertion of fuch 
welcome import ! Yet, lo, the pro- 
mife is fulfilled — at the time appointed 
the Shunammite bears a fon. They who 
have mourned under her afHiftion can 
beft conjefture her tranfports. The 
child grows up, and is now able to at- 
tend the delighted father in his rural oc- 
cupations, and to fhare the *' joy of har- 
veft/' O the inftability of human hap- 
pinefs ! The hot beams of the fun beat 
upon that head^ which too much care had 

made 
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teade delicate. The child complains to his 
father of his pain — ^hc configns him to the 
icare of a tender mother. At noon her 
fon expires on the i>ofom which had 
preferved his infant-life — ^to which he 
iiad fo often been clalped in maternal 
fondnefs. 

The Shunammite hafli loft her 
child— ^her faith fhe hath not loft. Paf- 
lion deprives her not of wildom. With 
a prefence of mind beyond all praife fhe 
conceals her anguifh — ^fhc demands per- 
tniilion of her hulband to repair to 
Mount Carmel — fhe hafl^ns to the feet 
of Eliftia. 

The man of God fees her afar oi5i 
and anxioufly fends Gehazi to enquire 
after her welfare, and that of her family. 
She has no words for the tnejjenger of E- 
iiftia — no ear (hall receive her complaint, 
but that of the prophet. The long fup- 
prefled forrow burfts forth, as fhe em- 
*braces thofe venerable knees — " Did I 
^ defire a fon of my lord ? Did I 
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*^ not fay. Do not deceive me? O 
" thou fervant of Gop, had I with un- 
*' due importunity folicited the bleffing 
** I have loft, had I wearied Heaven 
with petulant exclamations, I might 
have imagined, that the gift was be- 
*' ftowed on me in anger. I might have 
*' looked forward to fome melancholy 
** reverfe of fortune. But fince thy 
prayers, not my complaints, afcended 
to the throne of mercy, fince they were 
" heard, and anfwered, was I to expe6t 
*' this aggravation of torment ? Was not 
" the want of a fon lefs grievous than the 
*' lofs ? Was not barrennefs itfelf more to- 
" lerable, than fuch a deprivation ? Did 
" I receive my child, for no other purpofc 
" than that T might lament him ? O 
" thou man of Gop, let that fame in- 
terceflion which procured me the ob- 
jed of my love, reftore him to my 
arms — let not my veneration for thee 
be repaid with fuch exquifite mifery. 

'' Haften 



cc 
cc 



'' Haften, in the Ipirit and power of E- 
^ lijah> toconfolea diftrafted -mother— *- 
*^ as the Lord liveth, and as thy Ibul 
" liveth, I will not leave thee/* 

O NOBLE faith of the Shunammite, 
not to be difcouraged by death itfelfi 
raifing up her heart to an expeftation of 
that life, which in the eye of nature had 
been irrevocable^ impoffible ! O infi- 
nite goodnefs of the Almighty, which 
would not fuffer fuch faith to be fruf- 
trated — ^which chofe rather to reverfe 
the laws of nature, to raife a body from 
death, to recal a departed fpiritj than 
that the confidence of a believing heart 
fhould be difappointed> We adore and 
praife thee, O God, for the gifts and 
graces beftowed on thefe thy holy pro- 
phets— -glorious fellow-labourers in the 
vineyard — through whofe powerful in- 
terceffion with thee fuch miracles were 
di(played to mankind'— who by faith 
wrought righteoufnefs, obtained pro- 

M 2 mifes. 
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mifes, cfcaped the edge of the fword, re^ 
proved idolatrous kings, caufed water to 
fprilig from the earth, and fire to defcend 
from the Ikies — through whofe prayers 
women received their dead raifed to life 
again — ^who had one mantle, one fpirit — 
who afcended one Carmel— one heaven ! 
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NAAMANi 



GREATNESS can fecure no man 
from calamity, Naaman was a great 
warrior, an honourable courtier, the 
diftinguilhed favourite of his fovereign — 
but he was a leper: and under the pref- 
fure of this lo.athfome ficknefs all his va- 
lour, dignity, renown, viftories, feem 
only an aggravation of his forrow. The 
God of Ifrael looked on this Syrian with 
an eye of pity, and his divine providence 
pointed out the means of deliverance. 

The captivity of a poor Hebrew fe- 
male effefts this aftoni(hing work. How 
good is it to acquaint our children with 
the mercy of God ! Many Ihall hear it, 

M3 and. 
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and fear ;. and fhall put their truffi inr 
the. Lor D^ Removed from the land of 
her nativityi reduced to fervitudc, 3 
ftranger in-^ ftrange country^ tfiis daugh- 
ter of Ilrael forgets not Jehovah, or his 
fervant. ** Would God my Lord. 
*' were with the prophet in Ifrael — ^for 
** he would heal him of his leprofy." 

The word was not fpoken in vain. 
The king of Syria delays not to fend his 
favourite, with letters to the king of If- 
rael, requiring the cure from his hands*^ 
The Syrian imagined,, that what a fub- 
jeft could do, a fovereign might com- 
mand : proudly does he fignify his 
wilhes, without deigning, to point out , 
the means whereby they may be c£- 
fefted. " Now when this letter is come 
'' unto thee, behold I have herewith 

fent Naaman my fervant to thee, diat 

thou mayft recover him of his le- 

profy," 
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Jehoaam rends his clothes in ter- 
rour and amazement — " Am I God/* 
faith he, *' to kill, and to make alive ?" 
To require that of a mortal which is 
proper only to the Almighty, is a mani- 
fcft derogation from that power, which 
belongeth unto God. Had Jehoram 
been truly religious, the injury done to 
his Maker would have more affefted 
him, than his own pcrfonal danger. He 
was not unacquainted with the virtue of 
Elifha's prayers — he had himfelf experi- 
enced their efficacy — yet muft that fer- 
vice be proffered, \«hich ought to have 
been ftudioufly required. " Wherefore 
" haft thou rent thy clothes ? Let him 
" eeme now to me, and he fhall know 
*^ that there is a prophet in Ifrael !" 

We muft not fet too great a value on 
our own dignity, where we expeft a be- 
nefit. Naaman comes,, richly attendedj 
with his troop of fervants and horfes, and 
waits in his chariot at the door of Elilha. 

M4 The 
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The prophet receives him not under his 
roof, nor docs he even go forth to do ho.- 
noiirtothis illuftrious ftrangcr. He will 
make trial both of his faith^ and his hu- 
mility. " Go, wa(h in Jordan feven 
«' times, and thou (halt be clean." 

Naaman departs in tranfports of 
fiiry — he confiders the word as uttered 
in fcorn. " Can water cleanfe from 
•* leprofy ? Is Jordan more medicinal 
" than other flxeams ? Am I come 
*' thus far, to be infulted by an Ifrae- 
" lite? Is this the event ofmyjour- 
** ney, and the letters of my king ? 
Could this prophet find none but 
Naaman to treat with indignity? 
Had he meant ferioufly, why did he 
" not condefcend to come forth to me ? 
" Why did he not touch me with his 
** hand, and blefs me with his prayers^ 
and heal me with his bleffing ? Is my 
mifery fit for his derifion ? If water 
could remove it^. why did I leave my 

*^ native 



cr 



a 

fC 

It 



cc 



NAAMAN« 169 

^ native country ? Are not Abana and 
Pharpar, rirers of Damafcus, better 
than all the waters of Ifrael?" Folly 
and pride ftrive for maftery in the carnal 
heart, and it is hard to fay which b moft 
predominant. The natural man is altOr 
gether led by his outward fenfes — judgqs 
of all objeflis by the mere appearance — 
acquaints not himfelf with God — ^ad- 
heres obftinately to his own falfe princf- 
ples^ — difdains the fuppofed inferiority of 
others — upbraids them with proud and 
infultrng boafts of his imagined excel- 
lence. To fuch a man the doftrine, the 
fervices, the facraments of Christ are 
objefts of contempt and ridicule. He 
looks on Jordan with Syrian eyes — one 
drop of which, fet apart by divine ordi- 
nation, has more real virtue, more fav- 
ing efficacy, than all the ftreams. of A- 
bana, and Pharpar. 

Happy are they, who, whatever be 
the ftation of the advifer, difdain not to 
Eftcn to wholcfome adinonr'tion. The 

fervants 
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fervants of Naaman prove his bcft and 
moft valuable friends^ They fear not to 
approach him^ in the height of his in^ 
dignation. ** My father^ if the prophet 
•* had bid thee do fonne great things 
•* wouldft thou not have done it ? How 
•' much radier then, when he faith to 
•* diee, fFaJby and be dean r Thefc 
men confulted not the paffion, but the 
welfare of their lord — they would rather 
advife than flatter — rather exhort him to 
good, than follow him to evil. Since it 
was a prophet from whom he received 
the injunftion, they entreat him not to 
defpife it.. They allege, that the fim- 
plicity of the propofcd remedy was no 
argument againft its efficacy^ while the 
power of him who prefcribed it was fu- 
pernatural. They tell him, that the vir- 
tue of the cure depended on his own feith 
and obedience, not on the outward means 
fuggefted by Elilha. They perfuade, 
and prevail Naaman goes down, at 

their 
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their carneft perfuafion, and dips himfclf 
feven times in Jordan. Next to God 
and the prophet, he may thank his at- 
tendants that he is no longer a leper* 
His unjufl: fury has not prevented his re- 
covery — the word of Jehovah> and of 
his confecrated fervant> ftand furc, in 
ipite of mortal petulance and prefump- 
tion. Long might Naaman have wafhed 
there in vain, if Elifha had not fent 
him : many a leper had bathed in thofc 
waters^ and remained unclean. It is 
the ordinance of God which gives effeft 
to what in itfelf is weak, and inadequate 
to its purpofe. It is His bleffing, which, 
in the facrament of baptifm, fanftifieth 
water to the myftical wafhing away of 
fin. It is through His goodnefs, that 
the Chrillian partakes at his altar of the 
bread of life, the cup of eyerlafting fal- 
vation. 

Naaman departed in rage — ^he re- 
turns filled widi humility and gratitude. 

His 



17^ .N.AAMAN% 

His heart is no lefs purified from turbu- 
lent pafl5ons, than his body from fick- 
nefs. He returns not to the royal court 
cither of Benhadad or Jehoram — he will 
not even make his family partakers^ of 
his joy, till he has prefented himfelf be-r 
fore that holy prophet, once the objeA 
of indignation,., now of reverential love. 
The man. of God admits the recovered 
Syrian, though he reftifed tO; fee the le*- 
per. Purpofely did he decline the for^ 
mer interview, that he might fhare no 
part of the praife with his Maker — that 
he might hear this noble confeflion in its 
full force — " Behold, now I know that 
" there is no Gon in all the earth,, but 
« inlfraeir* 

But while. Naaman thus does h(>. 
mage to the. Author of his cure, he will 
pot forget the inftrument. Richly fiir- 
nifhed with Yilver, and gold, and rai- 
ment, he will not confine himfelf to bar- 
ren ackaowlegements. . Somcteftimony 

of 
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v( his thankfulnefs he is anxious to leare 
behind him, though all earthly recom- 
pcnce fall fhort of the benefit received. 
" I pray thee, take a blefling of thy fer- 
'^ vant." 

The holy prophet, with a degree of 
honeft vehemence, refiifes to accept thefe 
free-will offerings of gratitude — not that 
he deemed it unlawful, but in the prefent 
inftance inexpedient. He would have 
his new convert fee canfe to be more 
enamoured of true piety, which teaches 
her children to contemn thofe riches and 
honours that are adored by worldlings — 
and would imprefs upon his mind, that 
the gifts of God are neither to be pur- 
:£bafed, nor rewarded, with money. 

Naaman acquiefces, and departs. 
He goes, refolved to profefs himfelf an 
'Uraelite in religion. All the court of 
.Syria fliall know, that he facrifices on 
confecrated earth to the God of Ifrael-r- 
they fliall hear him proteft, that he has 

neither 
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neither heart nor knee for Rimmon. If 
he mufl: go into the houfe of that idol, it 
jhall be of neceflity, not of choice — ^his 
duty to his matter fhall carry him, not 
his devotion to his matter's god. Yet 
had not Naaman deemed this a fault, he 
would not have requefted pardon. His 
heart told him, that a perfect convert 
Ihould have abhorred the temple, the 
fight of Rimmon — that his obedience to 
an earthly matter fhould not draw him to 
any fecondary obfervance of idolatry— 
that a fincere detettation of fin was ut- 
terly inconfittent with this temporizing 
fubmiflion. 

Far, therefore, is Naaman from be- 
ing an example, fave of weaknefs — he 
is yet more than half a Syrian — he is a 
babe, unfkilful in the word of righteous- 
nefs. The prophet, who would have 
rebuked an Ifraelttey will not obfcure the 
dawn of an heathen's converfion. He 

difmifles 
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difmifles him, in the accuftomed terms 
^of valediftion. They are parted. 

GsHAzi cannot thus take his leave. 

His heart is'in the treafure of Naamam 
He deems his lord frantic, for refofing 
the pro&red gifts. He runs with guilty 
fpeed, that he may recover a part of the 
booty. Naaman fees him, and fpares 
not to humble himfelf before the fervant 
of Elifha. The half-breathlefs meflenger 
utters his plaufihle fiftion — ^receives a 
boon beyond his utmoft wifhes — ^returns 
with the glittering load, and, when he has 
iecreted it. Hands boldly before his mat- 
ter. O Gehazi, couldft thou fo long have 
poured water on the hands of Eliflia, and 
ftill be ignorant of that eye of Provi- 
dence, which was ever fixed upon thy 
heart ? Didft thou not know, that thy 
paths were Overlooked by invifiblc wit- 
neffes ? Couldft thou hope to delude 
God, and his prophet ? Hear then thy 
fentence, and be convinced to thy con- 

fufion* 
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4ufion. " Thou wouldft take part of 
"NzBrn^s treqfure — thou (halt inherit 
his loathfome infirmity:. As a monu- 
ment of thy guilty and as a proof that 

^* God is not mocked, the leprofy of 

-^^ Naaman fhall cleave unto thc^ and t# 

'^^ thy fccdfor eyer." 
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JEHU. 

FOR a long feries of years had the 
crimes of Ahab's family caufed horrour 
and conilernation in Ifrael. At laft the 
meafure of their enormities is foil. The 
divine mercy will be fcorned and infulted 
no longer. Reproofs^ admonitions^ 
judgments, delivei-ances, have all failed 
of their effeft. What remains, but that 
the offended juftice of Heaven take its 
courfe ? Awake, awake, put on ftrength, 
O arm of the Lord. It is time for thee 
to work, for they, have deftroyed thy 
law. Arife, O God, maintain thine 
own caufc. The prefumption of them 
that hate thee increafeth more and more. 

Vol. II. N The 
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The voice of infpiration had long 
fincc commanded Elijah to anoint Jehu 
king over Ifrad. The dijcipk of Elijah 
was no doubt commiffioned by his maf- 
ter to accomplifti whatever his own Hid- 
den tranflation to glory had left unfi- 
niflied* What could, be a more conve- 
nient time for this purpofe^ than when 
the arnvy of Ifrael Were ajflfembled under 
thie cornmaiid of Jehu> in the abfence of 
the wounded Jehbram ? A moment 
now loft might have beeft irrecoverable. 
Elifha fends a meflenger in hafte to Ra- 
moth-Gilead to pour the coiifecrated oil 
on the head of the unfiifpedting warrior. 

No fooner is the young prophet ar- 
rived at the place of his deftination, than 
he calls Jehu from his aHembled com- 
panions. The wifdom of God fixed on 
a moment, when the public view of a 
facred meflenger, and the myfterious 
nature of the conference he demanded, 
might prepare the hearts of' thefe com- 
manders 
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tif anders of Ifrael to th^ expectation of 
fome great defign. 

Nqw fhalj the blood of the prophets 
be avenged on Jezebel — the tyranny 
and idolatry of the^ houfe of Ahgl? fhalJ 
bring deftru6tion on their he^cjs. ' AnaB 
Ihall h^ye no poftprity, Je;5?bel no tonJ?. 
The long-threatened, long-delayed ven- 
geance, when it feemed forgotten by 
,Gqd and rpan, falls at once i.n all its ter- 
rours on t^is ioipious family. 

The prophet has fulfilled his minis- 
try, and is gone. Jehu returns to his 
impatient companions, who cannot for 
a moment reftrain their curiofi^ty. " Is 
" all well ? Wherefore came this mad 
" fellow to thee ?" The prophets ojf 
God were to thefe idolatrous Jfraelites 
like meteors— their appearance feemed 
to portend only deftruftion. While the 
priefts of Baal facrifice, all is weU — but 
when the fervant of Jehovah prefents 
.hiinfelf, their guilt yainly attempts tp 

N 2 fhelter 
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Ihelter its terrours under the affeftation 
of contempt. 

The mefiage was not given to Jehu for 
concealment. The habit of the ftranger 
had fufEciently declared him a prophet. 
Their General acquaints them with 
all the circumftances of the momentous 
interview— -tells them of the prediftion— - 
prefents himfelf to them as their lawful 
fovereign, anointed by- the direftion of 
God, to drive the race of ufurpers from 
a throne, polluted by their crimes. 

Scarcely have the captains of the 
hoft heard the conclufion of the ftory, 
than thev rife from their feats, moved 
by fome divine impulfe, and inftantly 
fcize their arms — a throne is raifed for 
Jehu — ^the leaders of Ifracl vie with each 
other in their zeal to do him homage — 
they proclaim with found of trumpet, 
^' JEHU IS KING." Mad as they pro- 
nounce the prophet, at his word they 
adventure their lives, and %Uot the royal 

dig- 
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nity. God gives a fccret authority to 
his delpifed fervants — they who hate 
their perfons, will yet refpeft the truths 
they are commiflioned to impart. Even " 
fcorners cannot but reverence the faith- 
ful ambafladors of Christ. 

Jehu is no lefs wife than valiant — ^hc 
determines to furprife Jehoram in die pa- 
lace of Jezreel, before any meflcnger 
can carry intelligence of his inaugura- 
tion. While the trumpets are yet found- 
ing, he afcends his chariot. 

Ahaziah, kingof Judah, too nearly 
connefted with Jehoram in manners, as 
well as bbod, was at this time feafting 
in Jezreel. The watchman on the tower 
efpies a company. All was fuppofed to 
be at peace in Ifrael — Judah was fb ,. 
clolely joined to it in bands of amity> 
that the two monarchs were under one 
roof^ as friends and brethren — yet an 
alarm is haftily given. Jehoram knows not 
whether the approaching multitude con^ 

N 3 fifts 
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fifts of §5rrikhs, who have i-ecbvered Ra- 
moth, or of his own vanquiftled fubjbdls, 
or of conspirators againli his p'eribn and 
throne. The mefferigers he fends to 
nleet- them 'ar6 fordbly detained. The 
king of Ifracl forgets his wounds, arid 
goes hiitifelfiiifearch of death. 

Yet when he fees the captain of his 
armies, hope contends with fear and ap- 
prehenfion— ^" Is itfeaccy Jehu ? What 
^^ n>caris this fudden journey ? Is the 
*' army defeated by the Syrians ? Have 
** they retaken Ramoth-Gilead ? Has 
" the difper/iori of the. enemy left thee 

no room to dilplay thy valour ? Or 

is, thy ^ecd occafioned by fomc un- 

expe<51:ed rnisfort,Une ?" 

There fcarcely needs an anfwer. Fury 
fparkles in the eyes of Jehu ^ his look is 
the harbinger of deftruftion to his adver- 
fary — ^^ What peace, fo long as the 
" whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel, 
•" and her witchcrafts arc fo many ?" 
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** Why ipcakcftthou of peace with 
men, inhuman tyrant, who haft fo 
long waged war with God ? Thine 
** accurfed mother trained thee up to 
** blood, and inured thee to impious 
^ idolatry. Her crimes, her cruelties 
** are thine^-thou art corrupted by her 
'* abominations ^ thou art enchanted by 
*' her forceries. The juft God, whom 
** thou and thy parents have daringly 
" blafphemed, fends thee by noe this 
*' laft meflage of his vengeance.*^ 

While he fpeaks, his hand is draw- 
ing the fatal arrow from his quiver. Too 
late doth Jehoram turn his chariot and 
flee. Too late does the traitor to God 
complain of Jehu's treafon. The wea- 
pon is diretfled to his heart — ^it is Bxed 
there by the unerring arm of divine re- 
tribution. 

How juft are the judgments of God ! 
It was in the field of Naboth, t hatjehu 
met with Jehoram, That prophecy, 
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which he had heard pronounced by Eli- 
jah to Ahab^ his own h^d has now ac- 
coitipliihed. The blood of Jehoram 
falls on that ground^ which had been ty- 
rannoufly imzed by the father^ and which 
the (on had neither the piety, nor the 
juftice, toreftore. 

. It was time for Ahaziah to flee. Long 
Iince (hould he have withdrawn himfelf 
from the crimes of the houfe of Ahab. 
He partakes in their iin $ he partakes in 
their punifhment. The impious alli- 
ance brings its too well-deferved wages. 
The king of Judah, who had accompa- 
jiitd Jehoram in his idolatries, accompa- 
nies him alfo in his death. 

What now Ihall become of Jezebel ? 
Will (he not betake herfelf to fackcloth 
and aihes, when ihe hears of the untimely 
fate of her fon, the degradation of her 
family, the fuccefs of her prolperous ri- 
val ? Will fhe not caft herfelf as a fup- 
pliant at the feet of Jehu, and implore 

him 
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him to fpare her life, (though fuUied 
with fuch various guilt) in pity to her 
age, and the dignity with which fhc*was 
invefted i Will fhe not petition for her 
yet-furviving children ? Far otherwife. 
Her proud heart is incapable of fubnxif- 
fion. She tollefts her haughty Ipirits,^ 
and, inftead of humbling her foul by re^ 
pentance, or preparing for inftant death, 
fhe feeks to daunt the courage of this 
conqueror, by the fudden beams of ma- 
jcfly. She looks down upon him with 
infolcnt d}fdain-T-challenges him with 
trcafon-r-calls to his remembrance the 
fliort-lived glories of Zjmri, who flew 
his mailer— forgets that her own life is 
in his hands^ and that flae has no depen- 
dence but on hi3 clemency. 

The refolution of Jehu was not to be 
fhaken by a painted face, or an oppro- 
brious tongue. He looks up, and comr 
mands the fawning minions of Jezebel 
who ftood around her, to caft her down 

head- 
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iitadlong. Who fhall truft the venal 
fetvices of i treacherous heart ? Long 
had thefe eunuchs bent their knee in 
humble obfequioufnefs to the queen of 
Ifrael — ^now,, at the call of a triumphant 
enemy, diey forget her royalty and their 
own aUegiancc, and confign her, as 
^eHfling executioners, to her miferaWe 
fate. Such was the fall of pride — ^fo 
perifhed the infolent, the idolatrous, 
the fanguinary Jezebel ! 

Death puts an end to all drfpleafurc. 
Jehu, who ipared not the life of this 
innfpious woman, will not forget her fe- 
pulture. Though the tranquillity of his 
kingdom, and his perlbnal fafety, would 
hot fufFer him to pardon her, he com- 
mands her to be interred as a Zidonian 
princefs, the daughter, wife, and mother 
of kings. The dogs have already pre- 
vented him in his purpofe. The word of 
Elijah is fully verified — ^the dreadful fen- 
tence is literally fulfilled — the blood of 

Na- 
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Naboth and of the prophets is fearfully 
required. 

RiGPiT£0u5 ait thou, O God, and 
juft are thy judgments ! 



XL IV. 
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XLIV. 

ATHALIAH. 

NOW is Jehu peaceably fettled on 
the throne of Ifrael. Mankind no longer 
tremble at the enormities of the houfe of 
Ahab. The facrilegious rites of Baal 
are banifhed out of the land. The fword 
of divine juftice returns into its fcab- 
bard — it is at reft — it is ftill. 

Unambitious of further conquefts, 
the king forbears to take advantage of 
thofe confufions, into which the neigh- 
bouring empire is thrown by the death 
of Ahaziah. He has finilhed the taflc, 
for which the prophetic voice appointed 
him — he has profpered in the work he 
was commiffioned to perform. Idolatry 

and 
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and tyranny are heard of no more. Had 
he but reformed^ as well as reftored, the 
worftiip of Jehovah — had he deftroyed 
the images of Jeroboam^ as well as the 
idols of Ahab, the blefling of the houfe 
of David would have fallen on his head, 
and on his remote delcendants. 

But, alas, the heart of Jehu was not 
perfect with his God. He fears to de- 
viate from the fatal policy of his prede- 
ceflbrs. He dares not commit his way 
unto the Lord — he dares not bid the 
tribes go up to worfhip at Jerufalem. 
Yet (hall his obedience, partial as it isj, 
not fail of a temporal reward. Four ge- 
nerations of his pofterity fhall fit on the 
throne of Ifrael, before the family of 
Jehu is extinft like that of Omri, of 
Baafha, and of the fon of Nebat. 

In the mean time what fcenes of hor- 
rour are paffing in the kingdom of Ju- 
dah ! How truly is Athaliah the fitter 
of Jezebel, in foul, as well as alliance ! 

To 
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To her eve the fceptrehad been ppmrpit^ 
ted by her fon> yrhen \ic departed to qSTi!^ 
Jehbram in war. Aha^iaji was f^}efi-r 
his brethren were no mpre — ti^py pc- 
riftied by the haftd of Jehuf. Who 
would not pity the furrows of the dif- 
confolate Aths^ah? Who would not 
imagine, th^t when Ae firft tranfporp of 
her grief were over, (he wouW fcek jyith 
avidity her only repiainuig comfort, itl\c 
fociety of thofe dear and innocent dhilr 
dren, whofc early orphanage called for ^ 
more than common ftiai:e of tenderflei^ 
from the mother of their flaughtered pa- 
rent ? She Joes indeed betake h^rfelf 
to the place of their abode— Ihe rqpaifcS 
rfiither, to feaft her ey£s with death and 
aiTafTmation. O the barbarity of an am- 
bitious heart J To fecure herfejf in the 
royal dignity, the barbarian can .com- 
mand, can even witnefs a deed of fo 

• See II. Kings X. 13, 14. 

atrocious 
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atrocious a nature, as is altogether un- 
paralleled in the annals of mankind. 

In the horrours of a liege, in the* ra^- 
vages of famine, the hands of milerable 
women have faftened on their offspring— r- 
alas, here was nothing but the craving of 
pride, nothing but an execrable thirft 
for fovereignty. " Even the fca-monftcrs 
^ draw 01^ the breaft, they give fuck to 
*' their brood*' — even the fion who fills 
his holes with prey and his dens with ra- 
pine, takes the Ipoil and tears it in pieces 
for his young ones. Tbeir cruthits are ten- 
der mercies in comparifon with thofc of 
the daughter of Omri. Zion ipreadeth 
forth her hands, and there is none to 
comfort her — 'her eyes do fail with tears, 
bccaufe the children and the fucklings 
perifh in the ftreets of Jerufalem. How 
is the faithful city covered with a cloud 
of forrow ! It was full of judgment-?r- 
righteoufiiefs lodged in io^but now 
murderers. Her adverfaries are the 

chief— 
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chief— her enemies profper~her priefts 
figh, her virgins are afflifted^ and fhe 
is in bittemels. 
Wicked Athaliah ! doft thou think 
that God has forgotten his fervant Da* 
vid, and the terms of his holy cove- 
nant ? Shall thy guilty zeal for Baal^ or 
thine inordinate luft of emjMre, root out 
all the poftcrity of the fon of Jefle ? The 
man after God's own heart fliall have a 
lineal heir to fit in his throne, when 
thou and thy father's houfe Ihall have pe- 
rilhed — ^when the records of your guilt 
fhall alone preferve you from oblivion, 

Happy was it for the Church and 
' ftate of Ifrael, that the crown difd^ned 
not to hold alliance with the temple. 
The fifter of Ahaziah thought it no de- 
gradation to her dignity to become the 
wife of Jehoiada the high-prieft. No 
fooner is this royal matron acquainted 
with the recent maffacre, than flie haf- 
tens into the chamber of death. Adia- 

Uah 
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liah had already retired, allured that the 
bloody work was accomplifhed. Ja- 
hofheba perceives a Ipark of life not ut- 
terly extinguiflied in the heart of the in- 
fant Joafli — fhe boldly takes hinn from a- 
mong the flain — (he recalls his departing 
ipirit — flie commits him to the protection 
of her huiband. Goo looks, down from 
heaven upon the ftratagems of tyrants, 
and confounds them in their own devices. 
The word had gone forth to David, 
" Of the fruit of thy body will I fet up- 
'* on thy feat*' — ^in vain fliall earth or 
hell confpire to fruftrate it. 

Six years does Judah groan under the 
tyranny of an idolatrous woman — fo 
long is the lawful Ibvereign. concealed in 
the recefles of the temple, into which 
the worlhippers of Baal difdained to en- 
ter. Jehoiada now thinks fit to affert 
that title, which had been loft in ufurp- 
arion. Ambition might have prompted 
him to continue Joafh in obfcurity, and 
advanced his wife, the daughter of Je- 
VoL. II. O horam. 
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horatn^ r to the throne — ^his heart has far. 
other objeds in its view. He aflemUes 
thi fcattered remains of thofe fervants of 
Gopj on whole, zeal and piety he could 
depend-i^e gives every one his charges- 
he di^ofes all things for the fafety of the 
prince, the punilhraent of .Athaliah». 
the prevention of tumult, the eftablilh- 
ment of the royal audiority on the head 
of Joalh in peace and joy. 

All things are now ready for the fo- 
lemnity. Every heart pants for the j|p- 
proach of the long-concealed fovereign 
to his inauguration. .Every one vows 
to devote his life to the fervice of his law- 
ful king. At length Jehoiada prefents 
him to Hthe aflembly in the temple. 
Scarcely can the multitude refrain from 
Ihoudng aloud too foom One traces in 
his countenance the features of his father 
Ahaziah^ — another thofe of Jehoram — 
while the more aged warriors dwell 
fondly on his fancied, refcmblance to their 

be. 
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beloved rtwdler, d\e greit asnd good Je- 
liofhaphat. All find in his face the na* 
tural impreffions df rtiajeftf— all read in 
it the moft atifpicious promife of foturc 
happincfs. Jehoiada, with joyftil hafte, 
proceeds to his coronation. The holy 
oil is poured on his head— the diadem i$ 
placed oii his browse— the book of the 
law is prefented to his hand. By thefe 
inftradive ceremonies, he was tai^ht to 
entertain a proper fenfe of the calling of 
<}oD, the dignity of his own charafter, 
and the importance of that divine word, 
by which all his a£bions fboiild be regu-^ 
lated. 

Now do the people clap their handsy 
^uid burft out with loud acclamations of 
joy. From the receffes of her palace 
Athaliah hears the fhouts of the multi- 
tude^ the noife of trumpets, the tumult of 
applaufe. Inftantly (he repairs to the tem- 
ple, on whofe threQiold her feet had pro- 
bably never trodden. Thofe honeft hearts 

O 2 which 
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which had devoted themfelvcs to their 
king and their God had agreed in reii* 
gious fecrecy. No circumftance had 
tranfpired. Tyranny itfelf was devoid 
of fulpicion. Athaliah feared not to ap- 
proach thofe hallowed wal^ alone^ and 
unattended. 

What a Ipeftacle for an impious 
ufurper ! She hears the multitude ex- 
claiming " God save the King !" She 
fees the heir to the kingdom fitting -on 
his throne, > inverted with all the infignia 
of royalty, guarded by a faithful band 
of foldiers, proclaimed ?vith trumpets, 
hailed by the joyful fhouts of the peo- 
ple. 

As if that voic€ of hers might com- 
mand all hearts, all hands, fhe rends her 
robes, and cries, ^' Treafon, treafon !" 
O Athaliah, of whom doft thou com* 
plain ? TJbine was the treafon, theirs is 
juftice. The truefon of Ahaziah, whom 
thy cruelty fought to number with the 

dead. 
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dead^ now fits in his father's throne. 
The time is now come, when the royal 
blood of Judah, fhed by thine ha!hd» 
Ihall be requited — ^when thy life Ihall 
juflly pay the forfeit of thine unnatural 
con^iracy. 

There needs no regularity of trial* 
Jehoiada, the prieft of Gjod, the near 
kinfman, and proteftor of the young 
monarch, by. no undue exercife of his 
delegated authority, cohfigns the crimi- 
nal to juftice. Not a fword is drawn in 
her behalf — no heart pities, no eye be- 
wails her. The God of righteoufneis 
maketh inquifition for innocent blood. 
^ The wicked is kept for the day of de- 
" ftruftion ; fuddenly doth he confume, 
** perifti, and come to a fearful end/* 

Every thing now wears the face of 
tranquillity. Again is Judah reftored 
to itfelf, after fo long a deprivation. The 
people fcarcely believe their own eyes for 
joy and wonder. Jehoiada takes advan- 

O 3 tage 
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tage of thefe favourable impreflTons. Hr 
employs his influence for the public- 
good. He calls upon the people to re- 
new the covenant with their God, at the- 
iblemn moment,, when they vow allegi- 
ance to their king. Their zeal caft*^ 
down the temples and: sdtars of idola* 
try-^jEHovAH.»is die fole objefl: of reli- 
gious adoration^^Baal is deftroyed put. 
ofjudah, as wellas lirad. . 
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HEZEKIAH AND SENNACHERIB. 

THE Affyrian monarch triumphs in 
the palaces of Samaria and Jezreel. The* 
nobles of Ifrael are led away in chains, > 
and^ configned to fervitude and exile. 
That once flourifliing kingdom is come 
t4) a fearful end ; and is fo vanilhed in^ 
its diffipation, that no man could ever • 
afterwards fay " This was Ifrael !" Ov 
terrible example of vengeance on that 
peculiar people, whom? God had chofen 
for himfelf out of the world ! All had 
beheld their miraculous deliverances-— 
all had witneffed their crimes— all (halj 
tremble at their punifhment. 

O4 Israel 



200 HEZEKIAlt AND SENKACHERIB. 

Israel is gone^ Judah is fcarcely in 
being. Who can behold without pity 
thcv languiOiing remains of the kmgdon> 
of David? Yet even now, outofthefc 
dying embers, doth God raife up a glo- 
rious light to his forlorn Church, and 
blefles his people with the virtues of Hc- 
zekiah. Scarcely can we imagine a ftatc 
of greater mifery than that in which Je- 
rufalem was left at the death of the im- 
pious Ahaz. Hezekiah revives the hope 
of Judah — the impiety of the father is 
loft in the holinefs of the fon — a new 
life as it were is given to the difconfolatc 
remnant of the people of God. 

Now does the religious prince exert 
himfelf in the neceffary work of public 
reformation. The high places are re- 
moved, the idols are deftroyed, the 
groves are cut down, the holy temple is 
purified, the priefts are reftored to their 
offices, the facrifices are duly performed^ 
the order of God's fervicc is eftablifhed, 

the 
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the long-ncglcfted paffover is kept with 
due folemnity. In a wordj all things 
arc ordered^ as if David himfelf were 
alive again in this blefled heir to his 
crown, and his piet)r. O Judah, happy 
in thy king ! O Hezekiah, happy in. 
the reftoration of thy people ! For three 
hundred years, the man after God's own 
heart had no perfeft reprefentative till 
now. The devotions of the beft princes 
of Judah were in fome mealure defec- 
tive — now the zeal of Hezekiah brings 
back the worlhip of God to its original 
purity. Even the brazen ferpent of Mo- 
les, once the type of a future Saviour,, 
is broken in pieces, becaufe the degene- 
racy of a wicked age had converted it in- 
to an idol. 

Since the heart of Hezekiah was thus 
upright with his God, we cannot wonder 
that the Lord was with him — that in 
profperity and in adverfity he was guided 
and fupported by omnipotence. 

Four- 
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Fourteen years does the pious king 
enjoy the Weflings of peace — at length 
he muft prepare for fcenes of a different 
nature. The king of Aflyria comes up 
againft the fenced cities of Judah, . and 
takes then)., Jerufalem only remains,, 
lurrounded by un hoft. of enemies, robbed' 
of all its wealth by the former exafHons- 
of Sennacherib, h€lpfcfs>iriendle(s,.con>- 
fortlefs, looking forward to the utnioft: 
extremity of hoftile fury; 

The captains of the Aflyrian army de- 
mand a conference. What blafphemies^ > 
O GoDj doth the infoknt. Rabihakeh- 
utter againft thee ! How doth he infult 
thine anointed fervant ! How doth he- 
tempt thy people with bafe offers of ad* 
vantage*! Above all, , how daringly doth . 
he profane thy holy name, and plead thine 
own commiffion, . to bereave them of 
their lafl, their deareft, their only hope ! '■ 
" Am I now come up without thcXoRD 
*^ againft this place to dcftroy it ? The. 
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^ Lord faid to me. Go up agamft tbU 
** landy, anddefiroj it. 

In^ vmi does Elukim implore* th^ 
haughty Rabihak^h to make ufe of a» 
language unknown to the people^. Th^" 
tongue is propereft for his purpofe wh|cK» 
may do the moft csttenfive mifehieLThe 
humble rcqueft of Hezekiah's princes 
fervcs only to increale the infolence of 
the blafphemen. In accents,., familiar to^ 
the aiiembled multitude, he terrifies 
diem widi the mighty power of Senna- 
eherib-r-he debafes the force of Heze- 
kiah — he allures them with brilliant pro- 
mifes-rr-he difcourages them with the imr 
poffibility of their deliverance — he fctt 
before them the example of ^eater na- 
tions,, vanquifhed by that fword which. 
-tHOW was brandiftied over their heads. 
^ Where are the gods of H^math, and 
•* ofArpad?f* 

N/>T a word is uttered: from the walls 
©f Jerufalem» All is hailhed in filence. 

The 
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The iqurious biaiphcmics of Rabfliakeh 
meet with the leception they deferve 
bosk the fudifiil peopk of GocL The 
hoaftcr returns, czafpentcd at diis con- 
tcmptiious trcanncnt, and denouncing, 
die utmoftczcreinity of vengeance. 

Meanwhile the kii^ c^Judahhas 
recourfe to the Lord, and to his pro^ 
phct. He fends his princes to I£uah— 
he betdces hionfelf to the houfe of prayer. 
Under diat laared roc^ clothed in iack« 
doth, he pours out his complaint to the 
Almighty, he laments the indignides of- 
fered to his God. There, there is the 
refuge of all fidthflil hearts in die time of 
adverfity. Ifeiah fends a meOage to the 
king, which fhall dry up his tears, and 
turn his forrow into joy. While Senna-^ 
cherib is in die height of his triumphs, 
the prophet forfecs his ruin, and while 
the tyrant thinks only of life and viftoryi 
pafles on him the fentence of deatlu 

Thi 
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, The army of the king of Ethiopia 
claims the immediate attention of the 
proud Afiyrian. He raifes the fiegc of 
Libnah^ and thinks to terrify Hezekiah 
by re-iterated threats, and yet more dar- 
ing blafphemies. Again does the holy 
prophet fend to Hezekiah a meffage of 
comfort — again does he announce the 
approaching 'fall of Sennacherib. He 
declares that the arm of God fhall be 
miraculoufly exerted for his people— 'that 
the earth (hall bring forth fpontaneous 
fruits — that peace andproiperity Ihall re- 
turn to the land of Judab. 

^^ Behold, the name of the Lord 
Cometh from far, burning with his an- 
ger, and the burden thereof is heavy. 
His lips are full of indignation, and his 
tongue as a devouring fire — and the 
Lord Ihall caufe his glorious voice to be 
heard, and fhall Ihew the lighting down 
of his arm, with the indignation of his 
anger, and with the flame of a devouring 

fire. 
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iirc, and with fcattering, and tempef^ 
and hailftones. For through the voice 
of the Lord Ihall the Aflyrian be beaten 
odown which fmote with a rod !^' 

Thus fpakc the prophet — The mgd 
of the Lord went forthj and fniote in 
:the camp of Affyria an hundred and four- 
icore and five thoufand— and when the 
tnorning dawned, behold, they were aU 
vdead corpfes. Thy crinie, O Senna-- 
eherib, was enormous— -thy punifliment 
was terrible. Whom haft thou re- 
proached, and blafphemed i and againfl 
whom haft thou exalted thy voice, and 
lifted up thine eyes on high ? even 
^againft the Holy One of Ifrael — His 
-almighty arm has cut off thy legions — ^ 
take heed left he fpare not thee- Go 
now, and tell of the gods of Hamath, 
and of Arpad, ofSeharvaim, ofHenah, 
and Ivah ! Affert, that the God of Ju- 
dah is as one of thefe« Go, and add this 
Deity to the number of thy conquefts, 

and 
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:(Lnd fay^ that the God of Hezekiah in 
whom he tnifted hath deceived him, and 
graced thy triumphs. 

How arc the mighty fallen^ and the 
weapons of war made trophies of the 
divine juftice ! How fpeedy, how n)i- 
raculous is.this execution ! No huniaa 
arm fhall have the glory of fuch a vic- 
tory. While all things were in quiet fi- 
lence, and that night was in the midft 
of her fwfit courfe, ithine almighty word 
came down, O Lord, out of thy royal 
i throne, as a fierce mail of war into the 
midft of a land of deftrudtion — and 
brought thiM unfeigned commandment 
as a fharp fword, and (landing up filled 
all things with death — and it touched 
the heaveix, butit ftood upon the earth.^ 
Then fuddenly virions of horrible dreams 
troubled them fore, and terrours came 
iipon them unlooked for — ^fo that one 

caft 
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caft'here, and another there, half dead, 
fliewed the cauje of their death."* 

With fliame and grief is the dif^ 
pointed tyrant returned to Nineveh, 
kaving behind him the pride and ftrcngth 
of Affyria, on -the fields of death. Venge- 
ance waits for ^him at home, and wel- 
comes him to his palace. While he is 
performing his idolatrous worfhip in the 
temple of Nifroch, two of his own fons 
become his murderers. And he who had 
ipurned at all laws divine and human, is 
referved for the torment of this unnatural 
ftroke, diredked by the lacrilegious hands 
of his wretched and ill-taught children. 

Thoi^ art avenged, O God, thou 
art avenged of thine enemies. Whofo- 
ever drives ^ith thee, meets with defeat, 
and Ihame, and deftruftion. The Affy- 

* Much light has been thrown on this aftonifh- 
ing event, by the well-authenticated relations of 
modern writers concerning the Simoom^ or peftilen- 
tialwind, of the caftern countries. Compare Num- 
bers xi. 1 1 2. 

rians 
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rians are cut ofF, Rabfhakeh, (no doubt) 
among their number— Sennacherib is pu- 
nifhedfor his blafphemies — ^Jerufaleni is 
relcucd — Hezekiah rejoices — the na- 
tions wonder, and tremble. O love the 
X.ORD, all ye his faints : for the Lord 
preferyeth them that are faithfiil, and 
plenteoufly rewardeth the proud doer. 
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HEZEKIAH AND ISAIAH. 

O GOD, how doft thou correft them 
whom thou loveft ! Who was fo dear 
to thee in the throne of Judah as Heze- 
kiah ? Who fo dt voted to thy fervice? 
Yet, behold, he is no fooner relieved 
from a miferable fiege, than he pants 
under a grievous ficknefs. While as yet 
he has no child to fucceed him, the pro- 
phet Ifaiah is fent to him with heavy 
tidings. " Set thine houfe in order— 
" for thou fhalt die, and not live." It 
is no fmall token of God's mercy, when 
he gives us warning of our end. We 
(hall not profit by the gracious admoni- 
tion, if we make not preparation for our 

depar- 
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departure. They who have not a houfe, 
have yet a foul — no foul can without 
danger come unprepared before the all- 
righteous Judge. The negledt of this 
cafe is defperate. Set thy foul in order, 
O man, for thou Ihalt die, and not live 

Never till now was the word of 
Ifaiah otherwife than welcome. Of* 
ten had he been an ambaffador of jpeace, 
and deliverance— with equal fidelity he 
difcharges the duties of his office, when 
God calls on him to deliver a meflage of 
death. The pious king receives it with 
meeknefs, and reverence^— he utters no 
menace againft the prophet— he betakes 

himfelf to Heaven with lamentations and 
prayers — " I befeech thee, O Lord, re- 
*' member how I have walked before 
*• thee in truth, and with a perfect 
^' heart !*' Couldft thou fear, O Heze- 
kiah, that God h^dforgoUen thine inte- 
grity ? Doft thou doubt his remem- 
brance ofthy virtues, becaufe he fum- 

P 2 mons 
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Not a word of Hczekiah is uttered, 
or a tear (bed, in vain. The king of 
Aflyria came up to deftroy his city and 
people-sprayers and tears fend him away 
in confufion. A more refiftlefs tyrant 
came, ilot without authority, to bind 
him in chains of iron — sprayers and 
tears take the fpoil out of the hand of the 
mighty. Before Ifaiah was gone out in- 
to the middle court, the Lord of life 
and death fpeaks to him from heaven — 
Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the 
captain of my people. Thus faith the 
Lord, the God of David thy father — 
*' I have heard thy prayer — I have feen 
" thy tears — behold j I will heal thee !** 

And baft thou then, O God, fo foon 
changed thy purpofe ? Was it not thine 
own meflage, which thy prophet deli- 
vered to Hezekiah ? If thou hadftde- 
Cgns of mercy and favour, why didft thou ^ 
fufFer him to fay, " Thou fhalt die, and 
^' not live?'' 

God 
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God is not a man, that he fhould re- 
pent — the meflage is changed -, the di- 
vine power and will are unchangeable. 
In the firft inftance, the king of Judah 
was told V hat he had to expeft from the 
nature of his dife'ufe — afterwards he was 
made acquainted with the fuccefs of his 
own fervent importunity. « Yet forty 
days and Nineveh Ihall be over- 
thrown'* left fpace for repentance and 
pardon to its inhabitants. He who faid, 
*' Thou (halt die," can yet liften to the 
ardour of devotion which implored a 
longer life. 

How wonderful is the goodnefs of 
Heaven ! While the tears of Hezekiah 
are yet ftreaming down his cheeks, while 
the prayer is fcarcely fpoken by his lips, 
God fends an anfwer of peace. He will 
not fufFer his faithful fervant to languifh, 
even for an hour, in expectation of the 
threatened ftroke. He has feen his ways, 
and will heal him — within three days his 

P4 feet 
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feet ftiall ftand in the courts of the houfc 
of the Lord — he, who now weeps on the 
bed of ficknefs, fhall fing a fong of joy 
and thankfgiving in the temple. O thou 
that heareft prayer, unto thee fhall all 
flefti come ! With what chearful hope 
Ihould we approach that throne of grace, 
where never any petition is rejedted, un- 
lefs for our ultimate good ! Lord, ouf 
beft Hate is a ftate of uncertainty — thy 
wifdom hath judged it inexpedient for us 
to know the appointed period of our ex- 
iftence. Teach us therefore, O God 
of mercies, fo to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts to thy heavenly 
wifdom ! 

The loving- kindnefs of God towards 
his fervant ends not here. Hezekiah 
fhall be blefTed, not only with healthy 
but peace. The proud Aflyrian (not yet 
fallen a facrifice to the ambition of his 
children) threatens another invafion. 
His late difcomfiture rankles in his 

breaft. 



€€ 
€C 



HEZEKIAH AND ISAIAHv 21 ^ 

brcaft, and urges him to revenge — ^but 
the God of heaven maintains his own 
caufe. " I will deliver thee and this city 
*^ out of the hand of the king of Afly- 
ria — I will defend this city, for mine 
own fake, and for my fervant David^s 
fake. For health (under the good- 
nefsofGoo) Hezekiah is indebted to 
his prayers — for peace, to his hoLy life, 
and the precious memory of his royal 
anceftor. To the man after his own 
heart had God pledged himfelf by a 
gracious promife — the word ftandeth 
fure — the Almighty fails not to remem- 
ber his ancient mercies. The piety of 
David fliall be a light to lighten the un- 
born — fhall entail a blefling on future 
generations. 

The fudden contradiftion of the mef- 
fage caufes a juft difficulty in the af- 
fent — Hezekiah demands a fign, not be- 
caufe he diftrufts, but that he may truft 
the more. " Lord, we believe— help 
" thou our unbelief!'* 
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" is our God — even the Gop of whom 
" cometh falvation — God is the Lord, 
by whom we efcape death. I will 
love thee, O Lord, my defence. . The 
*' Lord is my ftrength and my ftiield — 
** my heart hath trufted in Him, and I 
*' am helped — therefore my heart danc- 
*' eth for joy, and in my fong will L 
*^ praifehim/* 
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XLVII. 

JOSIAH. 

NOW is the throne of Judah, for the 
lafl time, the feat of purity and juftice— 
now does that light once nnore Ihine, fo 
. foon to be fucceeded by the deepeft ob- 
fcurity. The crimes of ManaiTeh, and 
of his Ihort-lived fon, have already can- 
celled all thofe leflbns of piety, which 
the precepts and the example of Heze- 
kiah enforced for a time on the inhabit- 
ants of Jerufalem. All feems delper- 
ate — the divine vengeance is advancing 
with hafly fteps to inflid the threatened 
deftruftion— when the blow is for a 
■while arretted by the virtues of young 
Jofiah* 

ExPE- 
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Experience has in general dc- 
monftratcd, that the cares of govern- 
ment demand the utmoft vigour of men- 
tal faculties in the ruler — and all thofc 
advantages, which maturity of age, and 
perfeftion of reafon, can beftow. " Woe 
" unto thee, O land, whofe king is a 
" a child!" Yet in the cafe of Jofiah, 
we find that God knows how to deviate 
from the ordinary courfe of his dilpenfa- 
tions. There are inftances, in which a 
virtupus heart confers as much diftinc- 
tion on its pofleffor, as he can derive from 
the hoary head, that crown of glory, 
'inhere have been illuftrious charadters, 
who, having lived a fliort time, fulfilled 
a long time — who proved to an admir- 
ing world, that wifdom is as grey hairs 
unto men, and unlpotted life as old 



age. 



Even the minority of Jofiah was not 
idle. No fooner was his heart capable 
of refiedtion, than he applied himfelf to 

feek 
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fcek after God— the 6rft a6ts of his royal 
authority fhewed that he fought him not 
in vain. Examples are the beft rules for 
the inexperienced — the king of Judah 
fets before him his royal anceftor David 
as the objeft of imitation. The word of 
truth is a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his paths — ^with his whole heart he 
fceks the Lord God of his fathers. 
The teftimonies of Jehovah are his de- 
light, and his counfellors* 

The good principles, with which the 
pious king had ftored his mind, arc early 
reduced to praftice. His deareft care 
is to purify Judah and Jerufalem from 
the impurities with which they abound- 
ed — the high places, the groves, the 
images, the altars 'of Manaffeh and A- 
mon, all are done away. Nothing is 
left unaccompliftied, which can (hew the 
pious king's deteftation of idolatiy. 

No fooner is this important reforma- 
tion efFeded, than Jofiah turns his 

thoughts 
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•thoughts to the reftoration of the houfe 
of God. Many times had this venerabk 
ftrildture been made to lufFer, through 
the rage of foreign invaders, or the care- 
lefs impiety of facrilegious princes. How 
did the ruinous ftate of the hallowed pile 
bear witnefs to the paft calamities, and 
tranfgreflions of Judah, when, in the 
true fpirit of his father David, Jofiah 
made proclamation for the repairing of 
the temple ! 

The freewill-offerings of zealous piety 
are joyfully contributed — the high pridl 
himfelf is delegated by Jofiah to direft 
and fuperintend the execution of a work, 
in which the welfare of religion is fo 
deeply interefted. 

Never does the God of Heaven 
withhold his blefling from the devout en- 
deavours of his faithful fervants. While 
the • high prieft Hilkiah was diligently 
reftoring the temple to its ftate of per- 
feftion, he finds the book of the law of 

Mofes. 
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Mofes. That authentic and original re- 
cord was, by efpecial command of the 
great Legiflatbr, appointed to be care- 
fully kept within a fafe fhrine in the 
fanftuary. Some faithful prieft, in the 
depraved times of idolatry, had removed 
the precious volume to a place of greater 
lecurity — had withdrawn it from the eye 
of curiolity, from the hand of facrilege 5 
ftudious to preferve that ancient monu- 
ment of divine goodnefs from the fury of 
impious profanation. Some tranfcripts 
were doubtlefs extant — Joliah could not 
be unacquainted with the law of his 
God — but the whole body of thefe awful 
records, fince the recent night of confu* 
fion, idolatry, and pcrfecution, faw not 
the light till now. Hilkiah finds the 
long-loft treafure, and tranfmits it to his 
royal mafter. 

JosiAH hears, with grief and confter- 

nation, thofe dreadful threatenings of 

judgment which the voice of Heaven de- 

VoL. II. Q^ nounced 
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nounced againft idolatry. Guiltlefi 
himfelf, he yet trembled for his Judah— 
he rends his cloaths, in fearful expefta- 
tion of fome national calamity. His eyes 
gufli out with tears, becaufe men keep 
not the law of God. 

But the forrow of the pious youth 
lofes not itfelf in inadtion — he fends to 
enquire of the Lord for himfelf^ for his 
people. Whence, O Jofiah, is this 
deep perplexity! If thy fathers were 
idolatrous, haft thou not abandoned their 
fins ? If thy people were once guilty, 
have they not expiated their crime by re- 
pentance ? Are not all abufes carefully 
refornmed ? What mean thefe tears, 
this earneft folicitude ? Too well does 
thy fear anticipate the meflage which the 
prophetefs is commiffioned to fend thee. 
** Go, tell the man that lent you, 
" Thus faith the Lord — Behold, I will 
*^ Mng evil upon this place" Evil a- 
waits the guilty Jerufalem— allthc venge- 
ance 
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ance foretcdd fhall be accom^iftied. A 
moment's rebate is granted, in confide- 
ration of tKy pious fidelity — but /the 
nieafure of public iniquity is full-— tha 
prcdiQred ruin mufl: fhortly take its 
Gourfe. It is enough for thee, that thou 
Ihalt fleepiatbe tomb before the ftorm 
take place — .thine eye fhall not fee what= 
thy people fhall fcel-^-r-Judah fhall be- 
come a curfe, and Sion a deibktion—- . 
but thine heart fhall only fufier from the 
expeSation of evil. 

The humility and desvotion of Jofiah 
has exempted himfelf from vengeance — 
he leaves no expedient untried to pro-' 
cure the deUverance of his people* He 
caufes thofe awful words, which had 
made fuqh an imprelTiOn on his own 
heart, to be publicly and folcmnly re- 
cited in the flreets of Jeruf^eni. Thd 
aflfembly is univerfal. The priqfts, the^ 
prophets, the multitude, are gathered 
together — the depravity has been gene- 

0^2 ral-^— 
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ral — ^the danger hangs over every head — 
the law of God (hall found in every ear* 
If the people do not innitate the piety of 
their king, they are not worthy to par- 
take with him in his impunity. At all 
events they fhall not want a great ex- 
ample to direft their national humilia- 
tion. The wife and good Jofiah Hands 
by the pillar of the temple *, and renews 
the folemn covenant with his God. The 
people cannot, dare not rcflife to join 

in his devotions. In die midft of the 
horrour they feel at the predi6tion$ of 
impending deftrudtion, they will not 
withdraw their obedience from their 
king, and from their God. Jofiah con- 
tents not himfelf with the expreffions of 
fervent piety — ^his aftions fecond his 
words. Whatever monuments remain 
of paganifm, are defaced by him with in- 
dignation — ^no endeavour is wanting to 

* See a Kings xi. 14.. and Judges ix. 6. 
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teffify his zeal for that name of God 
which had been fo profaned by the ido- 
latry of his people. He burns the vef- 
feis of Baal, and puts down his impious 
priefts — he ftrews the duft of their idols 
in the brook Kidron— defiles Tophet, 
the fcene of their abominations — takes 
away the horfes and chariots dedicated to 
the fun'-'— omits nothing which might ap- 
peafe the anger of God — renew the 
hearts of the people — ^perfeft the refor- 
mation he had begun. 

Nor is this care confined to Jerufa- 
lem, and the adjacent cities. It extends 
itfelf to the utmoft parts of his kingdom^ 
Even Bethel, the unhallowed feat of Je- 
roboam's idolatry, (now once more un- 
der the dominion of Judah) Ihall par- 
take his pious folicitude. Sortie traces 
. of the ancient fuperftition yet remained— 
Jofiah haftens, with earneft folicitude, to 
fulfil that ancient prophecy, which 
pointed him out by name a$ the reftorer 

0.3 of 
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of true religion, four centuries before 
his birth, " O altar, altar, thus faith 
" the Lord — Behold, a child fhall be 
bom unto the houie of David, Jofiah 
by nanne — by him fhall jinen*s bones 
*' be burnt upon thee!" The hour is 
conne — the word is accomplilhed. Jo- 
fiah remembers with joy, that God had 
fo long before ordained him to the taflc 
of piety, and called him by name to 
this acceptable fervice. 

The prophet who foretold thefe events 
had his tomb in Bethel — that tomb was 
infcribed with fome portion of his hiC- 
toiy. The Ifraelites themfelves had re- 
ferved the monument of their own con-r 
viftion. Though the bones of the pro- 
phet were amongfl: the fepulchres of ido- 
laters, his epitaph preferves them from 
defecration. The lion was not fufFered 
to tear him, at his death — the multi- 
tude are reftrained from violating his 
bones, in his grave, Jofiah commands 

?hen> 
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them to reft in peace — ^he will not fufFer 
thofS relics to meet with indecent con- 
tempt, or fuperftitious reverence. 

The falfe worfhip is removed — Jofiah 
haftens to celebrate the paflbver. The 
book of the law informed him of the 
time, the place, the circumftances of 
this facrament. His zeal fo carefully 
follows it, that, fince the days of Sa- 
muel, the feaft had never been fo punc- 
tually celebrated. Jerufalem is the 
place — the fourteenth day of the firft 
month, the time — ^the Levites are ap- 
pointed to minifter — a fpotlefs lamb is 
fele6ted — no bone of it is broken — the 
blood is Iprinkled on the door-pofts — the 
paflbver is eaten with bread unleavened — 
the remainder is confumed with fire. 
Every true Ifraelite participates with joy 
in the monument of paft deliverance — 
the pledge of future falvation — the type • 
of the expecfled Mefliah. 

xLyin 
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THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH, 

WHAT caufe, O God, led thee tq 
rejedt thine own inheritance ? What 
errours on the part of thy people de- 
^landed this awful'dilplay of thy juftice ? 
What, but the fame crime by which an 
hoft of angels loft their celeftial thrones ? 
Pride, rebellion, apoftafy, fins which 
fet thy mercy at defiance, and provoked 
the feyerity of thine almighty vengeance ! 
Like the backfliding Ifrael, the trea- 
cherous Judah went aflray in the paths 
of delufion. '^ The people forfook the 
5^ commandments of their God, and 
^^ made them pmolten images — they 
*5 worlhipped all the hoft of heaven — 

^^ they 
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'^ the ferved Baal — they caufed their 
" fons and their daughters to pafs thrO* 
*^ the fire — they ufed divination ancf en- 
" chantnnents — they fold thernfelves to 
*^ do evil in the fight of the Lord — 
** they provoked him to anger with hor- 
*^ rible abominations." 

Nor were thefe the fruits of igno- 
rance. They were w/^«/ crimes — oi^i^ 
nate impieties-r-continued, notwith- 
ftanding the efforts of more than one re- 
ligious king — increafed, ^otwithftanding 
the reproofs, the menaces, the doftrines, 
the miraculous works of thefe holy pro- 
phets, which God in his mercy had fent 
amongft them. Thy calamity is of thy- 
felf, O Judah ! What could the juil 
hand of Omnipotence do lefs, than de- 
ftroy a nation fo incorrigibly flagitious ?-— 
a nation fo unthankful for mercies, fb 
prone to difobedience, fo devoid of laft- 
ing repentance ? — a nation fo favoured, 
fo warned, and yet fo fhamelefsly, fo dar- 
ingly wicked ? What 
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What people under heaven can 
deem themfclves fecure from all danger 
of punifhments, when Jerufalem itfelf is 
made a defolation? What Church could 
record fuch inftanccs of the peculiar fe- 
vour of God as this, his divorced, his 
faithlefs Ipoufe ? It is not for us finners 
pf the Gentiles to -be high-minded ; let 
us rather fear. If God fpared not the 
natural branches, we alfo muft take 
heed, left we through our unfruitftilncfe 
be cut off. 

First, and chief among the authors 
of thofe horrid impieties, which drew 
down the vengeance of Heaven, was the 
cruel and execrable Manafleh. Not 
content with his perfonal guilt, he fe- 
duced the people of God to bis abomi- 
nations — he fpared not his innocent 
child from the idolatrous fires — he fhed 
the blood of the prophets, till he had 
filled Jerufalem with flaughter and maf- 
facre. 

The 
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The mighty God, whofename only 
is Jehovah, was not thus to be irtfulted 
with impunity. Regardlefs of all confe- 
quences to themfdves, his intrepid fer- 
vants thundered in the ears of this mon- 
fter of impiety, " Thus faith the Lord — 
*' Behold I am bringing fuch evil upon 
" Jerufakm and Judah, that whofoever 
*' hears of it both his ears Ihall tingle." 
The fin of Manafleh had fpread itfelf by 
its contagion among his people — the pu- 
nifhment fhall be as general as the of- 
fence. No ear (hall hear of it, which 
Ihall not glow with aftonifhment and 
commiferation. What then is that 
vengeance, O God, which thou threat- 
eneft with fuch a preface of horrour ? 
" I will ftretch over Jerufalem the 
*' line of Samaria, and the plummet of 
" the houfe of Ahab. I will forfake the 
*^ remnant of mine inheritance. I will 
*^ deliver them into the hand of their 
" enemies J and they fhall become a 

" prey 
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*^ prey and a fpoil to all that hate 
" them." 

Alas, what ear will not tingle, what 
eye will not weep, what heart will not 
be confounded at the mention of fo 
dreadful a fentence ? Can there be i 
more grievous judgment than defolation, 
captivity, defertion, the fcorn of pre- 
vailing enemies ? O God, fhall this 
befal thy Jerufalem, the place which 
thou haft chofen to thyfclf, the glory of 
the earth, the darling of Heaven, the 
lot of thine inheritance, the place of 
which thou faidft, *' Here fhall be my 
*' reft for ever ?" Jerufalem hath griev- 
oufly finned, therefore fhall fhe be re- 
moved. There is no place whatever 
from which the Almighty will not 
withdraw his proteftion, if the tranf- 
greflions of its inhabitants demand the 
fatal fcparation. " I would have healed 
" SioiT, but fhe would not be healed: 
" Therefore have I forfaken mine 

" houfe — 
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" houfc — I have left mine heritage — I 
** have given the dearly beloved of my 
" foul into the hand of her enemies." 
The remembrance of former happinefs 
Ihall caufe increafe of forrow — the 
height of paft prolperity, aggravation of 
ruin. 

While the fword of divine indigna- 
tion is thus preparing to quit its fcab- 
bard^ the tranfcendent merit of Jofiah 
turns the curfe into a blefling, and the 
dcftroying angel himfelf forbears to 
flrikc. 

But, alas, that religious, juft, and 
virtuous prince is fnatched away in the 
vigour of his years. The God whom 
he ferves, calls him unexpeftedly from 
beholding, and partaking the miferics 
of Judah. O how merciful are the 
judgments of Heaven ! how bleffed the 
portion of the children of God, who are 
revived by death, united by diflblution, 
glorified by mortal weaknefs and infir- 
mity! 
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mity ! The good Joliah is newaaaf* 
fociate with faints and angels— ^nftead of 
a fading and corruptible crown> he now 
enjoys an eternal. His fubje&Si like 
orphans bereaved of a tender parent^ 
give v^nt to their unavailing forrow— 
they are aware that the light of Judah is, 
extinguiflied^ and that darkneis and 
mifery av/ait her. If the fouls of tbc- 
blefled could be capable of afBi£tio0» 
the calamities of his. fons^ his people;^ 
his country, would hav£ afitdted JoGah' 
even in the manfions of peace. 

O woFUL and unworthy fucceffion to 
the beft of kings ! one fon is a prifoner, 
another a tributary, both are wicked. 
The people relapfe into their ancient 
idolatry — nothing now delays the execu- 
tion of predi6ted vengeance. Nebu- 
chadnezzar, like a deftroying tempeft^ 
advances with rcfiftlefs fury. The 
wretched Jehoiachin, newly fea^ in 
the throne, is feized and put in irons. 

The 
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The conqueror removes him to Baby- 
lon — his wife, his mother, his princes, 
his warriors, accompany him, mana- 
cled and chained, to their perpetual bon- 
dage. His forrows are multiplied, in- 
ftead of being leffcned, by fuch fociety. 

The firft woe is paft — ^behold, ano- 
ther woe cometh quickly. 

Oke branch yet remains of Jofiah's 
milerable progeny — Mattaniah, the bro- 
ther of Jehoiakim. Nebuchadnezzar, 
changing his name to Zedekiah, fets 
him up in the tributary throne of Judah* 
There might he have continued in 
peaceful fubjeftion— ^but he who had 
been always rebellious againft God, fails 
in obedience to the king of Babylon* 
The prophet Jeremiah forewarns him of 
the confequences, but in vain — nothing 
could teach him, but fad experience. 

Thrice had Jcrufalcm revolted— 
thrice had conlpiracies been formed 
againft that powerful monarch, who in 

the 
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the midft of conqueft had hitherto been 
merciful. Now for the laft time his 
mighty armies furround the devoted city. 
Zedekiah, guilty and felf-condemned, 
attempts to efcape by flight — ^he is pur- 
fued — ^he is overtaken — he hears the 
tremendous decree of the conqueror. 
His children are flaughtered. His eyes 
are put out, having firft witnefled a fcene 
of horrour, which fhall dwell on his 
mind for ever — ^he is bound in fetters of 
brafs — he is carried away to Babylon^ 
the viftim of forrow and defpair. 

Now hath the Lord covered with a 
cloud the daughter of Zion — he hath caflf 
off^ her altar, he hath abhorred her ta- 
bernacle, he hath given up into the hand 
of the enemy the walls of her palaces. 
Nebuzaradan, commander of the Baby- 
lonian armies, comes up againft the 
wretched, the defencelefs city — breaks 
down its forts — burns the temple of the 
Lord, the houfe of the king, every 

pleafant 
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pkafant and magnificent edifice— drives 
the remaining inhabitants into cap- 
tivity — carries away the laft Ipoils of the 
fanftuary. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, 
the wonder of all ages, the excellency of 
greatnefs and glory, how art thou be- 
. come heaps of alhes, a fpeftacle of defo- 
lation, a monument of ruin ! Though 
later in time, how haft thou fhared with 
thy fifter Samaria in the bitter cup of 
almighty vengeance ! Long had thy 
God forewarned thee, ** Though Ifrael 
play the harlot, yet let not Judah 
fin." Thou haft partaken of her ini- 
quities — thou haft fmarted under her 
doom. Both are in the duft, both are 
made a fearful example to all ages. O 
God, who fhall efcape thy juftice, if 
thine own Jerufalem thus perifhed by 
rcafon of wickednef^ ? Alas, thofe goodly 
cedars of the temple are devoured with 
fire — thofe curious marbles, placed in 
reverential filence on thy holy hiil, are 
Vol. II. R broken 






broken down with refounding axes and 
hammers — the veil is rent — ^the facred 
ark of God is violated and defaced — the 
altars are beaten down—the fan6hiary, 
whereinto none might cnttr biit thine 
high-prieft once a year, thronged with 
infulting pagans — the pillars demolifli- 
cd — the pavements dug up-^the very 
ground whereon the- temple flood, dcfe- 
crated, and deformed. 

How frail, how unftablq, are the moft 
magnificent works of man ! Only the 
Temple not made with hands is eternal 
in the heavens. Thither may He graci- 
oufly conduftus, who hath called us lo 
his everlafting glory, for the fake of that 
merciful High Priest, who entered 
once for all into that Holy of holies ! 
Amen. 
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EZRA. 

WHILE Babylon was a queen, Ju- 
dah was a vaflal—- but when the opprcf- 
fors fell, the people of God began to 
arife. The Babylonian monarchy is no 
Iboner fwallowed up by that of Perfia, 
than the Hebrews feel the comf6rt of 
returning liberty* The iron yoke is 
daihed in pieces, which had enflaved 
the captive Sion. Cyrus is at the fame 
moment a conqueror, and a deliveren 
He fees, and pities, the wretched :Tefs of 
the Jewsj he fends them, under the 
conduft of Zorobabel, to their almoft- 
forgotten country. Doubdefs he was 
not ignorant that he had been f;re- 
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named in the voice of prophecy- 
he had been appointed by Heaven 
important fervice, almoll two cei 
e'er he had a being. 

The fiift year of his monarj 
not expired, before he publifh< 
royal edifts throughout the kin 
for the reftoration of Judah. H 
on all his fubjefts for their aid. 
efpecially he enjoins and encourag 
children of the captivity, to pr 
the pious work. He difmifles the 
with tokens of princely liberality, 
thoufand and four hundred veil 
gold and filver, (the precious fpoils 
by Nebuchadnezzar). are once m< 
apart for the fervice of the ho 
God in Jcrufalem. How does th 
nificence, O royal Cyrus, conder 
rapacity of thofe, who fill their 
with facrilegious plunder — who 
for unhallowed purpofes, the tre 
which ancient piety had confe 
to God ! 
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And was it then to the monarch of 
Perlia alone, that the Jews were in- 
debted for their freedoni ? Didft itot 
thou, O God, in whofe hands are the 
hearts of kings, ftir up the fpirit of this 
virtuous heathen, to be the friend, the 
proteftor, the father of thy church ? 
Did not thy providence difpofe his mind 
to the accomplifhment of thine own pur- 
pofe, and teach his generous foul to feel 
for the calamities of the daughter of thy 
people ? 

Now do the chief of the fathers of 
Judah and Benjamin prepare for their 
aulpicious journey — now they talce 
down their harps from the willows which 
grew near the waters of Babylon, and, 
unbiddefiy fing the fongs of their much- 
loved Sion. They arrive in fafety at 
Jerufalem — Jerufalem, dear to them, 
even in its ftate of ruin and defolation ! 
Their firft care is a public and folemn 
facrifice. The interruption of their de- 

R 3 votion* 



24^ EZRA* 

votions hath made the fcrvicc of 'God 
ftill more intcrefting, ftill more delight- . 
fill/ With J07 inwcprcflible thcjr " de- 
clare the name of the Lord in Sioiij 
and hisworfhipin Jemfalem." Their 
prince and their high prieft are eager to 
fet up the altar on its bafis. Before the 
foundations of the temple are laid^ a 
place (hall be appointed, whence the ob* 
lations of their grateful hearts might: af- 
cend to Heaven. 

The feaft of tabernacles is kept> while 
they are conftrained to abide in tents — 
before they had prepared them habita- 
tions to dwell in. This office per- 
formed, they devote their pious labours 
to the houfe of their God. Artificers 
arc felefted — Tyrian workmen are again 
called for — Lebanon again beftows her 
(lately cedars. The materials are ready— 
and now, while the foundation of the 
temple is laying, the priefts ftand in their 
confecrated veftments, with trumpets 

and 



and cymbals, fmging praifes to the God 
of Ifraejlj v/hg ha,d turned their captivity 
as the rivers in the fouth — the people 
iecond their hymns^ with acclamations*. 
erf" tranlport^whilft the remembrance 
of paft magnificence brings tears into 
thofe aged eyes, . which had beheld the 
former houfeJn all its glory. If in 
that militant Church, . whereof we are 
members, . our delight is ftill attempered 
by, heavinefs, let us not abandon our 
glorious hope ! A. day fball come, when 
the fervants of God- will be received 
into their heavenly Jerufalem, the high 
and holy city of peace,, and love, and 
joy. No temple rnadc with hands Ihall 
be therein ; for the Lord God Almigh- 
ty, and the Lamb are the temple there- 
of. God fhall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes — there fhall bq no more 
death, neither forrow, , nor crying, nei- 
ther fhall there be any more pain,. for 
the former things fhall pafs away ! 

R4 How 
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How diflFercnt is this unclouded Hea- 
ven from the tumultuous fcenes df mor- 
tality ! How foon is the rapture of the 
Jews turned into grief and difappoint- 
ment ! Their patience was not yet fully 
tried. The malicious fuggeftions of 
their Samaritan rivals muft yet prevail 
againft them for a leafont Long and 
melancholy is the period during which 
the walls of the temple lie wafte — the 
city is defencelefs — the children of Ju- 
dah are a derifion to their infulting ene- 
mies. Edifts, of a very different nature 
fromthofe of Cyrus, are promulgated by 
his fucceffors. The uplifted arm of au- 
thority reflrains the people of God. 
They feem only to have exchanged one 
captivity for another. In filence and 
forrow they ceafe from their labours, till 
the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, 
roufe them from this ftate of torpid de- 
jedlion, and infpire new courage into 
their difconfolate hearts. 

Darius 
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Darius was now feated on the throne 
of Perfia. His officers come, as be- 
fore, to expoftulate. ** Who hath com- 
*' manded you to build this houfe" ? 
The Hebrews wifely and modeftly plead 
the fervice of the God of Heaven — 
the decree of Cyrus — their juft and un- 
doubted rights in confequence of it, 
which fubfequent edifts, if they could' 
fufpend, were not able to cancel. * The 
impartial governors feek not to exafpe- 
rate — they fend meffengers to the king, 
ftating the fadt, without any malicious 
comment — they requeft, that fearch may 
be made for the decree of Cyrus — they 
a(k the royal pleafure concerning its va- 
lidity. Darius feeks, finds, ratifies, en- 
larges it, — charges his officers to pro- 
mote, not to hinder the work — levies 
tribute beyond the river for the ex- 
pences of the building, for the lervice 
of the altai^ — threatening utter ruin to 
all, who fliould by any means prove ad- 

• See Daniel vi, 15. 
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verfe to the caufe of jEHoy^vifi^. "- Tfie^ 
•* GpD of Heaven, who hath ca^ufed his. 
ngtme to dwell there, Ihall punifh all 
king? and people,, who fhatl put to* 
their hand to alter and deflroy this^ 
" houfe of Goa which is at Jerufa- 
" lem. I Darius have made a decree |, 
^ let.it be done with fpeed."' 

Who would have expe£ted fuch an* 
edift frqnii a Perfian ?. No SolomoHr, 
no David could have faid more. 

In the fixth year of the reign . of Da- 
rius„the temple of God is finiflied rand-: 
now the dedication of it .is celebrated by. 
a joyful. feaft — the viftims fmoke upon- 
the confecrated altars — the priefts are 
appointed in their divifions — the Le- 
vites in their courfes — the children of 
the captivity efteem this day a fufBcient. 
compenfation for all their furrows. 

Alas, how foon does . it appear, .that . 
the moft falutary inftrudtions . may be 
corrupted by human folly and perverfe- 

nefs ! 



nefs ! How foon have abufes crept into 
the church and ftate of Jpdea, which 
call loudly, for refornaauon ! Artax^- 
erxes haih learned of his father to be- 
feiend the people of God* Under his 
gpvernment> the wife, the learned,, the 
religious Ezra is fent to Jerufaleni, with 
authority to enquire into the wants, and 
redrefs the grievances of his country- 
men—to check the progrefs of national 
corruption — to ordain naagiftrates and 
judges— to promote obedience to the 
laws — to puniih the contumacy of 
offenders. Thus called, thus encouraged ,5 
the holy |irieft aflcmbles a new colony 
of the Jews ; and, (fecure in the protec- 
tion of his God) will not afk a band of 
fqldiers to help him againft the enemy 
in the way. He had told the king of 
Perfia, with a courage worthy of the 
faith which infpired it, " The hand 
" of our God is upon ajl them for 
" gojd taatfeek him — but his power 

*^ and 
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" and his wrath is againft all them 
" that forfake him.'* The Almighty 
will hot fufFer this holy confidence to be 
difappointed. All the armies of Artax- 
erxes could not have fo ftrongly guarded 
the people of God, as their invifible> 
their omnipotent Proteftor. 

After a journey of four months, 
Ezra and his companions arrive at Je- 
rufalem — his heart cannot but feel a 
momentary joy, when he beholds the 
temple of Jehovah — but foon is he filled 
with heavinefs, at the recital of thofe 
enormities which had overfpread the 
people. He comes, to find p.ganifm in 
Judah — he comes, to behold a mixture 
of idolatrous rites polluting the fervice 
ot God — while the priefts aud rulers, 
who by precept and example fhould 
have checked this daring im.pict}^, have 
been chief and foremoft in the trefpafs. 

Distracted with forrow, Ezra fits 
down upon the ground — he rends his 

garments 
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igarments — ^he beats his br^afl: — he re- 
mains aftonifhcd till the time of even- 
ing facrifice. Then, riling from* his 
heavinefs, he Ipreads out his hands unto 
the God of his fathers, profeffing his 
fliame to lift his face from the earth — 
confefling the iniquities of his peo- 
ple, which were increafed over their 
heads, and grown up to heaven — ac- 
knowleging the juft hand that had fol- 
lowed them in all their judgments, and 
the confufion wherewith a guilty nation 
were (landing before an offended God. 

The prayers and tears of Ezra are 
fecomded by zealous and aftive exer- 
tions. When evil hath prevailed, it is the 
part of wifdom not only to lament^ but 
to redrejs it. He calls on the Jews to re- 
new their covenant with the Almighty — 
he binds them by an oath of the ut- 
moft folcmnity, that they will return 
to better obedience. Tears belpeak 

their 
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their contrition — ^vows, uttered from tht 
heart, proclaim them eager to brii^ 
forth fruits of repentance. ^ Yet is 
there hope in Ifrael concerning this 
thing. Now therefore kt us make 
*^ a covenant with our God ! Arife, for 
*^ this matter bclongeth to thee — ^we 
*' will alfo be with thee. Arife, be of 
^ good courage, and do iti" If they 
have done iniquity, they will do no 
more — If other lords have had domi- 
nion over them, henceforth they will 
only make mention of the name of 
Jehovah. 

O HAPPY endeavours of devout and 
holy Ezra, which have thus reftored 
Jerufalem to herfelf, and to her hea- 
venly King ! God is not unrighteous, 
that he fhould forget the blefled work, 
the labour of love. It (hall be had in 
everlafting remembrance — ^it fhall be 
proclaimed in Aat awfol da^-, when 

they 



they who are wife will Ihine as the 
brightnefs of the firmament, and they 
<who turn many to right eoufnefs^ as'thi- 
JBars for ever and ever^ 
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THIRTEEN years were expired, 
fince Ezra went up to Jerufalem. Dur- 
ing that period of tinae, the holy man 
had diligently availed himfelfof the com- 
miffion granted him by the king of Per- 
fia. He had re-eftabliflied the purity of 
religious worlhip — ^he had introduced a 
general reformation among the people- 
he had fet in order the fervices of the 
newly-confecrated temple. But, alas, 
much remained unfinifhed, which re- 
garded the welfare and prolperity of Je- 
rufalem. The walls lay wafte — the city 
was ruinous — the houfe of God expofed 
to every danger, which might be feared 

from 
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from the fecret treachery, or open hofti- 
lity, of their evil neighbours. . Ezra 
fees all this, and laments that he is* un- 
able to promote the welfare of the ftatc 
as efFe£tually as he had benefited the 
Church. But the Lord will not caft 
off his people, neither will he forfake 
his inheritance. 

Hanant, a faithful fervant of God, 
prompted by his own zeal, and probably 
encouraged by Ezra, departs from Jerui- 
falem to the court of Artaxerxes, to im- 
plore afliftance for his defponding coun- 
trymen. He repairs to his brother Ne- 
hemiah, and with all the eloquence of 
impaffioned grief tells him, that" the 
people are in affliftion and reproach — 
that the fortrefles are broken down — 
that the gates are in the fame ruinous 
condition to which the fury of Nebu- 
chadnezzar had reduced them. 

Nbhemiah was at peace in the court 
of Perfia, beloved and diftinguiflied by 
his fovereign. He was in poffeffion of 

Vol. II. S aU 
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all that the world holds dear, or defirablc. 
Why fhould his happinefs be affefted by 
the danger of Jerufakm ? If thofe re- 
mote walls are on heaps, he is in the pa- 
lace ofSufa. If his far-diftant country- 
men are deQ}i(ed, he is held in honour- 
able eftimation by the monarch of the 
world. But the private felicity of a good 
man is loft in the public diftrefs. When 
the head fufiers, all the members fuflPcr 
with it. 

Nehemiah had once indulged the 
hope, that the gracious edift of Darius, 
and the royal benevolence which had 
been extended by his fucceflbr to Jerufa- 
lem, would have advanced its flrength, 
and glory. Now, when he hears that 
the holy city is ftill in confufion, dc- 
fpifed of men, and as it were forfaken by 
God, he fafts, and mourns, and im- 
plores the mercy of^Heaven. How many 
inhabitants of Jerufalem adtually beheld 
thofe ruins with dry eyes, or at beft 

were 



NEHEMIAH, ^^^ 

were afFefted with a fruitlefs forrow ! 
Nehcmiah hears of them afar off, and 
weeps— -he refolves to devote his life to 
the fervice of his country. That grief isj 
xifelefs, which centers in itfelf, and is not 
joined with aftive endeavours for re- 
drefs. 

He determines to throw himfelf at the 
feet of his generous mafter, and make in- 
terceflion for Jerufalem — but he will firft 
have recourfe to his God, He knew 
that the hearts of earthly kings are under 
the guidance of the King of Heaven — he 
was not ignorant of the efficacy of fervent 
prayer. In all our undertakings, if we 
feek not the patronage of the Almighty, 
it is vain to hope for permanent fuc- 
cefs. 

Thus armed, thus prepared, Nehe- 
miah approaches his royal mafter. The 
king beholds him overwhelmed with for- 
row — forrow which he neicher attempts, 
norwilhes, to conceal. His diftrefs was 
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vifible in his features, and could not faii 
of exciting the curiofity and compaffion 
of hls-lord. He expeftcd this ; and his 
hope is not fruftrated. " Why is thy 
*' countenance fad, feeing thou art not 
" fick ? This is nothing elfe but forrow 
^* of heart." And is an heathen mafter 
fo gracious ? Is he fo tender towards 
his fervant's grief? O thou Father of 
mercies, and Goo of all comfort, with 
what confidence fhould the troubled Ipi- 
rit, the foul in anguilh, betake itfelf to 
Thee ? With what compaffion doth thine 
eye behold our miferies ! how is thine ear 
attentive to all our complaints ! 

Nehemiah dares not open his mouth 
to the king, till his heart has addreffed a 
fudden ejaculation to God. No bu- 
finefs can be fo urgent, that it may not 
thus be confecrated to Heaven. The 
prayer of faith afcends, (even from the 
inmoft foul) with rapid wings, to the 
throne of mercy. It can folicit God, 

and 
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and bring down an anfwer of peace, be- 
fore a word is uttered by our lips. How 
can we expedt a bleffing, which we are 
cither too proud, or too carclcfs, to 
afk? 

Let the king live for ever ! Why 
fhould not nay countenance be fad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers* 
^' fepulchres, lieth wafle, ^nd the gates 
" thereof are burnt with fire ?" With 
an humble preface doth Nehemiah inter- 
cft the feelings of the king, before he 
utters his requeft. The generous Ar- 
taxerxes liftens with benignity to his fer- 
vant, and cannot but commend the zeal 
he teftifies for his country* He encour- 
ages him to Ipeak — his petition is 
granted, e'er it can be uttered. Nehe- 
miah .firft afks permiffion for his journey, 
and next, the royal affiftance in the pro- 
fecution of his laudable defigns. Both 
are readily granted j and he departs with 
joy and hope. 

S J Tf^E 
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The proud and inlblent adverfaries oi 

Judoh are cut to the heart at the arrival 

of a man thus qualified^ thus empowered^ 

to feek, and to promote, the welfare of 

Jerufalem. There can be no greata: 

torture to wicked minds, than to behold 

the profperity of God's people* They 

need no other tormentor, than that which 

at fuch a moment lurks in their own bo- 

foms. 

Nehemiah ibon perceives, that the 
fervice in which he is engaged is full of 
difficulty and danger. He fees, that all 
his prudence, and all his courage muft 
be called forth, to avert the threatened 
evils. He rifes in the night, and fe- 
crcdy views the decayed walls of Jerufa- 
lem — the ruined gates — t: ic ravages of the 
triumphant heathen. Yet even now docs 
he anticipate in his mind that complete 
reftitution ofthecity of God, which her 
friends dared not hope, which not even 
her jealous and vigilant enemies iu- 
fpcfted, or feared. Having fully di- 

geited 



gefted this great work in his awn mind, 
he aflemblesthe rulers of the congrega- 
tion — he condoles with them on account 
of the common diftrefs and reproach; 
but tells them of the hand of his God 
which was good upon him. The peo- 
ple behold him with extafies of joy, as 
one fent from Heaven for their fupport 
and comfort. With hopes, to which their 
fouls, had long been ftrangers, they cry 
out in tranfports of zeal, ** Let us rife up, 
" and build." No man is idle— no part 
is intermitted — every Ifraelite knows his 
ftation. All Jerufalem is at once en- 
compafled with bufy labourers. What 
greater fuccefs can be expefted, than 
from the joint endeavours of faithful 
hearts, united under the protection of 
God ? 

At the commencement of the work, 
the adverfariesof Judahare fuUof fcorn — 
its rapid ^rogrefs converts their derifion 
into rage/ The Moabites, Ammonites, 

S 4 Ara- 
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Arabians, confpire againft the holy citjr> 
and, e*er the battlements are iet up, ieekto 
demcjifii thofe envied ramparts. Where- 
in *hath Sion offended ? Was it criminal 
to feek the means of fecurity ? Was there 
any danger that the Jews would rebel a- 
gainft Artaxerxes, or carry on offenfive 
war againft the neighbouring ftates ? Had 
it been fo, there might appear fome pre* 
tence for this hoflile difpofidon — but, 
alas, haw could the feeble remnant of an 
afflifted and perfecuted nation be formid- 
able? Jerufalem only endeavours not 
to be miferable — and lo,. the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing. The enemies ftand up,, the Gen- 
tiles take counfel together againft the 
children of Gqd^ 

Meanwhile, how do Nehemiah and 
the Jews confult their common fafety ? 
They pray to God — they watch againft 
their affailants. The adverfaries of our 
falvation are furious^ if the contrite heart 

endea- 
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endeavours to fecure itfelf againft their 
aflaults — but we know how to prevail 

againft thofe fpiritual wickednefTes, which 
war againft our fouls. No evil can Jur- 
frife us> if we watch — na evil can hurt 
us, jfwepr^j. 

The enemy was fubtle,. and malicious. 

They fliall neither know nor fee,, till 

we come in the midft of them and flay 
" them.'*^. Open force is not (b danger- 
ous, as fecret difllmulation. They would 
feem Jews, while they were Moabites 
and Ammonites, and would come under 
the difguife of brethren for purpofes of 
murder. 

Nehemiah, aware of the impending 
danger^ calls together the faithful peo- 
ple of God — bids them remember the 
Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight 
for their brethren^ their fons, and their 
daughters, their wives, and their houfes. 
Motives like thefe cannot fail of inlpiring 
courage — cannot but animate the wcakeft 

heart— 
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heart — ^Nothing can excite the militant 
fovl to Hand faft in the day of advcrfity 
fo.much, as the remembrance of that in- 
finite power and wifdom, which can ci- 
dier avert, or mitigate, or fanctify it. 

The ta(k is now divided : each zeal- 
ous Hebrew is a workman and a foldier. 
What an irnage is here of that Church, 
where every one labours, invefted with 
chriftian armour — ^where every one fo 
works, that he is ready to ward off all at 
failants — where diligence is not hazard- 
ous, nor valour fruitlefs ! 

But what can weapons avail, if there 
are no means to warn us againft an ene- 
my ? Without a trumpet, we are armed 
in vain. The work is large, and we arc 
feparated one from another— only the fa- 
cred trumpet of God calls us to aflbciatc 
for our mutual prefervation. Woe be 
to the watchman, if the found he gives 
be uncertain ! Woe be to the people, if, 
when they hear the found, they refort 

not 
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not to the fignal ! United forces may 
profper — fingle oppofition is delpej:^te;. 
All hands and hearts muft meet 'toge- 
ther in the caufe of truth, and of God. 

Discovered ftratagems are already 
in a great meafure prevented. The ad- 
verfaries of Jerufalem hear that the city 
hath warning. They relinqqilh their ex- 
ecrable . purpofe — they depart in ftiame 
and confufion, 

Nehemiah, delivered from the im- 
pending danger, completes the fortifica- 
tions of the holy city. No longer is fhc 
a reproach to the nations of the earth. 
All is accompli (hed which can tend to 
the peace, the welfare, the dignity, the 
fecurity, of Sion. And now, what re- 
ward Ihall be given to the deliverer of his 
country ? What bright recompence fhall 
crown his afliduous labours ? He needs, 
he feeks, he will accept no other, than is 
afforded by the confcious feelings of his 
heart. He calls upon his God to think 

on 
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on him for good — to keep in memory 
what he hath done for his brethren. 

Bl*essed are they that always keep 
judgment, and do righteouiheis ! They 
ihall be thine, O Lord^ in that day 
when thou makeft up thy jewek. Thou 
fhalt remember them with thy peculiar 
favour — thou ftialt vifit them with thy 
falvation. They (hall fee the felicity of 
thy chofen — they ftiall rejoice in the 
gladnefs of thy people — they fhall ^vc 
thanks with thine inheritance. 
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WHAT bounds can be affigned to 
Tiunnan ambition ? Ahafucrus, king of 
Perfia, whofe empire was extended to 
the moft diftant regions of the globe, 
prepares to add yet other provinces to 



* The exaft period, when the tranfaflions took 
place, which form the fubjefl of this and the fol- 
lowing contemplation, is not properly afcertained. 
According to Dean Prideaux, Efther flouriOied be* 
tiveen the departure of Ezra, and that of Nehe- 
miah for Jerufalem, (a conje6liire in fome mea» 
iure fupported by Neh. ii. 6.) 

The Editor has contented himfelf with following 
the arrangement of Biihop Hall, but does not alto- 
gether fiibfcribe to his opinion, that Xerxes , the 
ion of Darius, is the Ahafuerus of Holy writ. 
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his conquefts. He cannot hope to fee 
the land he now poflefleth, and yet he 
caflnpt reft, while he hears oftnore. Ho>f 
fmall a portion of earth is fufBcient for 
the mighty dead, whom, while living, a 
whole world could fcarcely fatisfy ! How 
vain and frivolous is that happinefs, 
which depends on popular applaufe— 
on the exaggeration of thofe titles, which 
are very far from conducing to real glory? 
Nothing can properly fill the heart of 
man, but He who made it. 

Ahasuerus, by way of triumph for 
his paft viftories, and with a view of 
animating his princes and Ibldiers to fu- 
ture exploits, makes a feaft, like him- 
felf, princely and magnificent. For fix 
whole months, the people, the nations, 
and the languages refort to Sufa. The 
fpacious court of the palace is turned 
into a royal hall— the walls are of rich 
hangings — the pillars of marble — ^thc 
couches enriched with filver — the pave- 
ment of porphyry — the veffcls of the 
pureft gold. Amidst 
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Amidst all this princely magnifi- 
cence, in the height of his oftentation 
and glory^^he lord of Afia finds himfelf 
deipifed and fet at nought by a capricious 
woman^ The fcorn and difobedience of 
his queen, fo publicly demonftrated to 
the world, at once eclipfes all his magni- 
ficence — fills that heart with forrow 
which had expefted nothing bu t j oy — and 
puts the king of fo many kings to Ihame 
before thofe very nobles, whom he meant 
to fend away aftonilhed at his power and 
majefty. 

The Jews were only partially returned 
to the land of their captivity — many of 
that wretched people were yet in the do- 
minions of Ahafuerus — ^all were under 
xhtjceptre of his powen Lo, the mercy 
of God caufes light to arife in the midft 
of darknefs, to chear the hearts of a re- 
pentant and afflifted nation. The pious 
and faithful Efther is called on to Ihare the 
throne of Ahaliierus, in place of the re- 
pudiated 
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pucUatcd VaflitL It was happy for this 
orphan^ d)at> in the land of her capti- 
vity,^ Ac tcndcmcfs of Mofdecai had 
fulfilled all thofc duties, which the early 
deadi of her parents forbade them to dif- 
charge. Above all diings, he imprefled 
on her young mind thofe religious fehti- 
ments, which prcferved her conftancy un- 
fhaken amidfl the fevereit trials — taught 
her, in an idolatrous city, to worfhip 
die God of Ifrael — taught her, while in 
the fplendid palace of Sufa, to think 
¥rith the foideil affection on Jerufalem. 
She prays, fhe meditates, in Jecret — 
for Mordecai, on her advancement to 
the royal dignity, enjoined her to conceal 
for a fcafon the circumftances of her 
birth. Her unparallelled beauty had 
raifed her to the throne — he feared left, 
(while her honours were yet unfettlcd) 
the mention of her captivity might ex- 
pofe her to unmerited contempt — he 
looked forward to the time when her vir- 
tues 
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tucs fliould endear her to every heart— 
?7hen her name (hould dignify her na- 
rion^ and take away the reproach from 
the people of God. 

The office of Mordecai led him to 
daily attendance at the palace of Ahafuc- 
rus-^his piety and religion taught him 
faithfulnefs in his fervicc. Two of the 
king's chamberlains confpire againft the 
life of their lord. Mordecai difcovers 
the meditated treafon^ ^d reveals it at 
once to Either. With what joy does 
the queen avail herlelf of this opportu-- 
nity to commend in public the fidelity of 
one whom Ihe fccredy loved and ho- 
noured ! She imparts the difcovcry to 
the king in the name of Mordecai— the 
circumftances are examined— the plot i^ 
difcovered — the traitors executed^-thc 
fervice recorded in the Perfian annals. 
No greatnefs can afford a fecurity from 
malice or violence. He who ruled over 
millions of men, the lord of an hundred 
Vol. IL T and 
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and twenty feven provinces, extending 
from India to Ethiopia, is in danger of his 
life by the arm of aaaflaffin. How much 
more happy is the meaneft Chriftian ! He 
canlook forward to a crown incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, rc- 
ferved for him in the regions of glory. 
No force, no treafon can reach thither— 
there can be no peril either of violence, 
or forfeiture. 

Without any other recompence than 
is afforded by his own confcious virtue, 
Mordecai returns to the duties of his of- 
fice. Little did the people imagine 
that the child of his adoptfon was feated 
in the throne of Perfia — little did the 
proud Haman imagine, that the man 
who refufed to pay obeifance to his new- 
born dignity flood fo nearly connefted 
with the emprefs of the world! 

All the fervants, all the fubjedts of 
Ahafuerus, fall proftrate, by the king's 
command, before his minion. Morde- 
cai 
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cai cannot, dares not pay this forbidden , 
honriage. His companions charge hjm 
with difobedience, and fpare not* the 
language of cxpoftulation : he is filent 
for a while — at laft he imparts thus 
much, in juftification of his conduftj 
" Let it fuffice, that I am a Jew, and 
" Haman an Amalekite." 

How prone are men to hate thofe who 
are deaf to their perfuafions ! Thejf- 
fociates of Mordecai haften to inform 
the favourite, that a proud and ftubborn 
Jew fate among them, who (corned to 
bow the knee to his greatnefs. No fooner 
is the accufation made, than the Agagitc 
in a tranfport of fury repairs to the 
king's gate, that he might view the man 
who dared deny reverence to the greateft 
prince of Perfia. How did his eyes 
fparkle with fury, when he faw that no 
apprehenfion of perfonal danger could 
prevail on Mordecai to tranfgrefs the 
law of his God ! 

T 2 A Jew 
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A Jew had offended Haman — the 
whole nation muft perifh to aiTuage his 
wradn The monarchy of the world was 
now in the hands of Ahafuerus — fcarcely 
was there an Hebrew upon earthy out of 
the reach of Haoian's fury, and his maf- 
ter's power. The generation fhall die 
at once — ^the people who had been re- 
nowned for fo many thoufand years, 
ihall fall a facrifice^ in a moment^ to the 
indignant pride of Haman. Perhaps 
the hereditary quarrel between Ifrael and 
Amalek inflamed his rage» and gave 
frefh vigour to his refenpnent. 

Having previoufly determined on the 
day for the intended maflacrc *, he repairs 
to Ahafuerus in a carelefs confidence of 

* jLxdfiicins to haye been a providential interfer- 
ence of Go 09 th^t the day fixed on by lot for the 
perpetration^ ibis atrocious aft (hould have been 
at fo confiderable a dilbulce of time from the pro- 
je6ting of it. In the period of el^en months, the 
treachery of Haxntrt was difcovered, and the Jews 
weref^rtd. 

fuccels 
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fucCcfs. He demands, as if it were a 
trivial requeft, that a certain people, fcat- 
tered among the king's provinces — a peo- 
ple diflFering in laws and cuftoms from 
the reft of mankind — a people ufelefs and 
burdcnfome, if not aftually dangerous, 
may be exterminated from the face of the 
earth. How eafy is it to (iiggeft untruths, 
when there is no man to anfwer ! That 
the Jews were difperfed^ was their mifery, 
not their choice — it was a circumftance 
which (hould have difarmed refentment, 
and pleaded for pity— often did they cry 
unto God in forrow of heart, " Have 

mercy on us, O Lord, and fave us ; 

our foul is full of contempt ; we are 
** fcattered among the heathen !" • That 
they were feditiousy was a moft unjuft 
and cruel flanden Their laws enjoined 
obedience, and denounced vengeance 
againft rebellion. That their extinftion 
would tend to the glory and welfare of 
Ahafuerus, is a charge which Haman 

T 3 himfelf 
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himfelf difproves, while, in contradiftion 
to his own aflertions, he ofiers ten thou- 
fand talents of filver to the royal treafury 
as the price of innocent blood J 

Too long had the king been enflaved 
to his unworthy favourite. Without con- 
fidering the weight of thefe Ipecious ar- 
guments, he delivers to the fanguinary 
monfter his royal fignet. The fecretaries 
are called — meflengers are dilpatched in^ 
to all the provinces-i-the day is ap- 
pointed, on which all Jews, without re- 
gard to age or fex, through the whole 
extent of the Perfian empire, fhall be fa- 
crificed to the wrath of Haman. 

Who fhall exprefs the tears, the la- 
mentations, the outcries of this mife- 
rable and devoted people, when the 
fatal decree was promulgated ? Above 
all, who (hall attempt to paint the grief 
of Mordecai? *^ Alas, am not I the 
" fole caufe of this general calamity ? 
/^ Could I have imagined, that the re- 

" vengc 
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** venge of Haman would have been thus 
^* dreadfully extenfive ! Had it terminated 
*^ in my blood, I had died contented — 
*^ now, to have brought death on fb 
*^ many thoufands of innocents, what 
^* forrow equals mine ? Why did I con- 
** teft with fo powerful an enemy ? Why 
** did I not hide myfelf from the face of 
*' that proud Amalekite ? Alas, no 
^^ man of Ifrael will live to curfe me— 
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mine enemies only fhall record my 
name with ignominy, and fay, Morde- 
cat was the bane of his people! O Lord, 
if my prefumption hath incurred thy 
difpleafure, in what have thy captive 
tribes offended ? O let itbethyjuft 
mercy, that I fhould perifh alone!'* 
Such thoughts as thefe were doubtlefs 
in the breaft of Mordecai, while he walk- 
ed in fackcloth before that palace, where- 
in to no man was fufFered to enter in the 
habit of a mourner. How different arc 
the ways of God from thofe of man ? 

T 4 That 



That which caufcd exclufion from the 
court of Ahafuerus, opens wide the port- 
ak T)f ^ Heaven. The (acrifice of God is 
a broken fpirit — a brokea and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not dcfpife. 

The public forrow of Mordecai can- 
not long be concealed from Efther. Her 
diadem, her royal purple, afford her no 
joy, while the friend (he loves and ho- 
nours is fitdng in fackcloth and afhes. 
With what conftemation does (he learn 
the caufe of his grief! How docs her 
heart faint within her^ when ftie receives 
the charge of her kinfmanto exert all her 
power, all her intereft with the monarch 
of Perfia in behalf of her affidbed peo- 
ple? Alas, whoever dares enter into 
the royal prefencc uncalled, muft die- 
nothing but the extended fceptrc can ref- 
cue the offender from the grave. Efther 
could only bewail, fhe could not I^ope 
to avert the impending evil. 

Mordecai 
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MoRDECAi will not be thus difcour- 
aged — though he mourns, he will not 
utterly defpair. Again he addrefles the 
queen in more animated languJige. 
" What, is it death thou feareft ? Haft 
*^ thou any thing but death to expeft, if 
" thou avoideft the prefent danger ? Art 
** thou not of the race of Ifraet i If 
** thefe unalterable edifts exempt no in- 
*^ dividual of our nation, how Ihalt thou 
** efcape ? Wilt thou prefer certain 
peril to the poflibility of hope ? Away 
with this weak timidity, unworthy a 
believer, unworthy a queen. But if 
fear or policy withhold thine aid from 
thy people, if thou negleft the Church 
*^ of God, God will not negleft it. It 
^^ ftiall not be in the power of tyrants to 
" exterminate the chofen feed — the lioL y 
"One of Ifrael fhall rather work mira- 
" cles from heaven, than that his inhc- 
" ritance fhall perifh on earth, or that 
" his own prophecy (hall fail. Letmc 

" then 
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'* then adjure thee by that tender love 
** Ighich trained up thine orphan infan- 
<« cy-^-by thofe grateful fentiments thou 
*^ haft expreffed in return — by die name 
" of the God whom we adore — that thou 
** awaken thine holy courage, and ad- 
venture thy life for thy people. Hath 
it not pleafed the Almighty to exalt 
thee to that pre-eminence of honour 
*' for this very purpofe, that light may 
*^ arife by thee to them that lit in dark- 
*^ nefs, that the remnant of his chofen 
*^ fervants may be faved by thee from 
" utter deftru6tion ?" 

MoRDECAi has faid enough — ^his 
words have infpired Either with becom- 
ing intrepidity. " Go, gather the Jews 
*^ that are prefent in Sufa, and faft ye 
*' for me — I will faft likewife — and fo 
" will I go unto the king, which is not 
^^ according to the law; and, if I perifh, 
" I perifh." Heroic thoughts befit 
great aftions. The pious queen trufts 

to 
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to her devotions, rather than her beauty. 
'^ This is the viftory that overconijpth 
the world, even our faith." 
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THE DEATH OF HAMAN. 

THE rime devoted to prayer and ab- 
ftinence is o^ircd — ^Efther^ arrayed in 
royal appirel, meekly lubmitdng her- 
felf to the will of Heaven, advances to 
the dirone of Ahafuerus. In her look, in 
her demeanour, courage (eems blended 
¥nth diffidence. As if fhc faid, " It is 
" neceflity, not difobedienee, that leads 
^ me to this bold approach — according 
** to thy will, O king, I live or die— 
" I am prepared for either alternative/* 

The unexpeded prefence of Efthcr, 
her beauty, her magnanimity, at once 
delight her lord, and excite pity in his 
bread:. Love hallens to baniih fear. The 

king 
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king held out to Efther the golden fcep- 
tre that was in his hand. Without this 
adb of clemency, her life had been fUr- 
feited. The Perfian monarchs afFefted 
to conceal themfelves, in ftern retire-* 
ment, from the eyes of their fubjefts. It 
was death to folicit them, uncalled. 
Blefled are they who dwell in the 
courts of that King of kings, who is al- 
ways more ready to hear than we to pray, 
who is never inacceffible — ^never wearied 
by our requefts. His compaflions fail 
not — in his prefence is life — his mercies 
are renewed every morning! 

The royal fuppliant is not only re- 
ceived with pardon, but cheared with 
words of more than common benignity. 
" What wilt thou, queen Efther, and 
** what is thy requeft ? It Ihall be given 
" thee, even to the half of the king- 
** dom/' How is the mercy of God 
magnified, in times of extraordinary dif- 
ficulty and danger ! She, who had trem- 
bled 
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bled at the aufterity of Ahafuerus, is now 
amazed at his munificence. Surely the 
king^sJicart is in the hands of the Lord^ 
as tlie rivers of water — He turneth it, 
whitheifoever He will. 

The wife queen -thinks it not good to 
make her requeft too fuddenly. Well 
aware of the importance of her fuit, Ihc 
defires to prepare the mind of Ahafuerus 
for its reception. The king and Haman 
are called to the banquet. Again is Eft- 
her folicited to unfold the objeft of her 
wifhes — again fhe hefitates, as fearing 
to fpeak — another banquet, on the cnfu- 
ing day, Ihall give utterance to the pur- 
pofes of her heart — the haughty favourite 
is once more invited to the royal pavi- 
lion. 

But ftill Mordecai is an allay to his 
happincfs — no edift of death can bow 
his knee — before, he looked at Haman 
as an Amalekite, now, as a perfecutor. 



N© 
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No doubt he had received early intelli- 
gence from Efther of her gracious wel- 
^ come— of the extent of the king\ jjfo- 
mife. He has thrown off his fackcloth — 
his courage is raifed to a more fcornful 
negledt of his infolent adverfary. Ho- 
ned indignation Iparkles in his eyes, and 
bids the proud Hanian defiance. 

Full of rage and fury, the minion re- 
turns to his palace. He affembles his 
family and friends — defcants on his mag- 
nificence, the height of his favour, the 
excellency of his glory — *^ Yet all this 
avails me nothing, fo long as I fee 
Mordecai the Jew fitting at the king's 
gate." The darlings of the world are 
ftrangers to perfedt happinefs — fome la- 
tent forrov^ fhall ftill difturb their beft 
enjoyments, and make even their prof- 
perity miferable. 

The wife of Haman ftimulates him to 
inftant revenge — her impatience will not 
wait for the diftant Adar. All the coun- 
cil 
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cil applaud her murderous defign — ^^ Let 
** a gallows be made fifty cubits high, 
" and to-morrow fpeak thou to the king 
*' that Mordccai may be hanged there- 
*^ on — then go thou in merrily with the 
" king unto the banquet." But God 
had other defigns for his afflifted Church, 
and, in the very inftant of intended mif- 
chief, he accomplifties his purpofe of 
mercy. He, ** who neither flumbereth nor 
fleepeth", caufeth fleep that night to de- 
part from Ahafuerus. Either to deceive 
the time, or to employ it well, the written 
chronicles of Perfia are brought before 
the king. The unerring hand of Pro- 
vidence direfts him to the record of 
Mordecai's paft zeal — of that vigilant . 
fidelity, which preferved the monarch of 
the world from nightly aflaffination. 

Alarmed at the very recoUedtion of 
fuch imminent danger, the king feels 
new gratitude arife in his bofom. With 
the anxiety of a generous mind, he de- 
mands 
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liiands What honour has been fhewn to 
Mordecai in return for his fervice ; and 
he learns with forrow, that the merit-«fo 
which he Was indebted for life, hasl)een 
too long negle6bed and forgotten. 

The implacable Hainan was already 
in the outer court of the palace to de- 
mand the head of Mordecai. He is com* 
manded to approach ^ and e'er he can 
utter the purpofe of his wicked heart, 
his matter prevents him — " What Ihall 
*^ be done t^ the man whom the king de- 
'* lighteth to honour ?*' 

Could Haman have thought that the 
queftion concerned any mortal b.ut 
himfelf, he had not fo lavifhly confulted 
^ difplay of fuch magnificence. He had 
already the power of Ahafuerus — he co- 
vets a temporary inveftiture of his royal 
dignity. The crown (hall be on his 
head — the mantle of the king upon his 
Ihoulders — no meaner perfon fhall attend 
him, in his fuppofed greatnefs, than one 
Vol. II. U of 
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of the noblcft princes — ^the ftrccts of Sufii 
(hall witnefs the pomp^ and echo widi 
th^fplendid proclamation, ** Thus (hall 
** k be done to the man, whom the king 
" delighteth to honour!" 

Never is the heart of man fo cold 
within him, as when from the height of 
cxpefted good it falls at once into evil. 
What were the fenfations of thy breaft, 
O Haman, when thou heardeft the kill- 
ing word, "Do thou this to Mordc- 
" cai!" Haft thou but one proud ene- 
my in the world, and art thou (ingled out 
to grace him ? Did it embitter all thy 
happinefs, that this Jew would not do 
obeifance to thee, and muft thou bow 
to him ? Muft thou be his herald to 
proclaim his honour through Sufa ? Why 
doft thou not fignify to thy mafter the 
purport of thy coming ? Why doft thou 
not fpeak of thy murderous prepara- 
tions? 

The 
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The mortified Haman retires in dif- 
tra&ion of heart, and prepares for the 
hated fervice. When Mordecai fets nis 
enemy approach, he imagines himfelf 
already fummoned to execution — ^when 
he fees the purple robe, he fays in his 
heart, " Is it not enough that he kill 
*^ me, but he muft infult my laft dif- 
" trefs?" But when he fees the royal 
crown ready to be fet on his head, and 
marks the fubmiffive geftures of Haman, 
and finds that no mockery is intended, 
he concludes that this proceeds from 
Efther's intercelTion — he lifts up his 
heart with joy — ^he forms the molt au- 
Ipicious hopes for himfelf and for his 
people. 

With a covered head, and dejefted 
countenance, the Amalekite haftens 
home to impart his forrows. He aflem- 
bles his wife and friends — miferable com- 
forters are they all ! " If Mordecai be 
" of the feed of the Jews before whom 

U 2 *^ thou 
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<' thou hall begun tx> fall, thou (halt not 
"prevail againlt him, but flialt furdy 
"tall before him/* Out of the mouth 
oPPagans, O God, haft thou ordained 
truth, that thou mighteft ftill the enemy 
and the avenger. O Lord, thou art 
the fame yefterday, and to-day, and (or 
ever. If we be thy fpiritual Ifrael, nei- 
ther earth nor hell (hall prevail againft 
us — ^we (hall furely (land, or furely rifCi 
while thine enemies (hall lick the dufl. 

The vengeance which has hitherto 
jflept, is now awake, and prepares itfelf 
for juft execution. While the prefage of 
evil is fcarcely uttered, its completion is 
begun. The mcflengers of Ahafuerus 
call Haman in hafte to the fatal ban- 
quet. 

The king is now impatient for the 
lor;g-delayed fuit of Efther. Thrice 
h d he pledged himfclf to grant her re- 
queft, though it fhould exterid to half his 
kingdom. The f^me wi(dom which de- 
ferred 
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ferred the prayer, now brings it fuddenly 
forward. To every thing there is a fesh 
fon — a time to keep filence> and ^ktm 
to fpeak. " If I have found favouj: in 
thy fight> O king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my people 
*' at my requeft." Ahafuerus expefted 
ibme high and difficult boon ; now that 
he hears his queen beg for lifcy he is tranf-r 
ported with fury againft her yet unknown 
adverfary : he interrupts her fpeech 
with vehement indignation, and, as if he 
had heard too much already, furioufly 
exclaims, " Who is he ? Where is he, 
** that durft prefume in his heart to da 
« fo?" 

How difierently do we behold the 
fame aftions, under different impref- 
fions of mind! When Ahafuerus h^d 
figned the decree for the maflacre of the 
Jews, he fate down carelefsly to the feaft 
with his favour ite-^now, when he hears 
that the partner of his throne is involved 
in their danger^ he can fcarce contain the 

tranf- 
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tranfports of his heart,, while the reyal 
fuppliant, fixing her eyes on her hated 
peTfejjutor, cries out with undaunted 
coumge, " The adverfary and enemy is 
^ this wicked Haman !"' 

Ahasubrus rifes from the unfinilhcd 
banquet, hurried away by the tempeft of 
his paflions. The criminal fees his fate de^ 
. nounced againft him in the angry looks 
of his mailer. His tongue faulters, . his 
lips tremble, his guilty heart fails him. 
With a. meannefs, proportioned- to his 
former wickednefs, he proftrates himfclf 
before the queen in agonies of delpair. 
Even this aft of fubmiflion is mifinter- 
preted by the enraged Ahafuerus on 
his return to the pavilion. ** The 
wrath of the king is as . a meflage of 
death." The face of Haman is covered 
for his approaching execution. No more 
ihall he behold the fun. They who had 
before done homage to the fuccefs- 
ful favourite, congratulate each other, 
and infult him, on his downfall. Aha- 
fuerus 
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fuerus is made acquainted with his in- 
tended malice againft the faithful Mor- 
decai. Haman is -doomed, by aJ«ft 
decree, to that ignominious engfne, of 
death, which he had .prepared for the ob- 
jeft of his hatred. The Jews have li^t^ 
and gladnefs, and joy, and honour. 
The fentencc againft them cannot be re- 
verfed — its dangerisfeafonably prevented, ^ 
Mordecai fucceeds to the dignities fb 
juftly forfeited by the impious Haman. 
He who fate in the gate is made next un- 
to the throne. The feaft of Purim is 
ordained for a perpetual memory of the 
deliverance of the. people of God. 

" Behold ! the wicked travaileth with 
*' mifchief: he hath conceived forrow and 
'" brought forth ungodlinefs — he made a 
*' pit and digged it, and is fallen himfelf 
" into the deftruftion that he made for 
" others. Wherefore then fhould he blaf- 
" phcme God, while he doth fay in his 
^r heart, « TAou wilrnot require it?'' 

" Surely 
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«' Surely thou haft fecn it 5 for diou be- 
« holdeft ungodlinefs and wrong— that 
'«*' rtnm mayft take the matter into thbe 
« tooi^ — the poor cbmmitteth hinafelf to 
"tWc; for thou art Ac helper of the 
« feendlefa."* 
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